ATTACH: MLK flyer in Spanish (email from Martha 12/7, flyer in web attachments folder)

*************************************************

CJ Alert: December 21, 2010 – January 3, 2011


The electronic bulletin CJ Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org.   

***************************************************

A – CRECIENDO JUNTOS NEEDS YOU AND OUR WHOLE COMMUNITY!
B – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: DECEMBER 21, 2010 – JANUARY 3, 2011

C – WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12: LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL TRAINING SEMINAR IN RICHMOND

D – THURSDAY, JANUARY 13: CJ WORKSHOP: RESOURCES FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS FILING INCOME TAXES

E – MONDAY, JANUARY 17: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY, SPANISH FLYER ATTACHED

F – BILINGUAL COUNSELOR/EDUCATOR SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

G – UVA SOUTHWOOD RESEARCH PROJECT
H – REPORT: VIRGINIA LATINOS IMPROVE IN MATH TESTS

I – THE HISPANIC COLLEGE FUND SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION OPENINGS

J – LATINOS IN WAYNESBORO

K – LISTEN TO THE WEBCAST: CHILDREN OF THE UNDOCUMENTED

L – UPCOMING CJ WORKSHOPS 

****************** 

A – CRECIENDO JUNTOS NEEDS YOU AND OUR WHOLE COMMUNITY! 

If you believe in CJ, help us to find the funding and support that are essential to our sustainability and growth! We work hard to serve our area's Latino population and the agencies who work with them, and we want to share our mission and accomplishments with the broader Charlottesville community. Do you belong to a church or organization or have other community connections? If so, please consider working with us to contact them, share our vision, and enlist their support. Reply to this email or send a note to CJ’s treasurer Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org. We will work with you to contact your organization and discuss how they can be a part of our mission in supporting and strengthening the Charlottesville regional community through the integration and development of its Latino members.
******************************

B – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: DECEMBER 21, 2010 – JANUARY 3, 2011 

Monday, January 3: CJ Health Promoter Work Group will meet at 2:00pm at SARA. If you are interested in joining this group please email Aaron Miller at child@saracville.org.

Every Wednesday Morning: Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at (434) 964-6472 or eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org.

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html.     

******************************

C – WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12: LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL TRAINING SEMINAR IN RICHMOND

The Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce is offering Awaken the Spanish within Language and Cultural Training Seminar. It is free for VAHCC business members and sponsors. This two hour introductory course will highlight a few basic Spanish greetings and phrases for the office and workplace and will also provide an introduction into the Hispanic Culture. This course is designed for business people and building relationships with Hispanics. The class is from 10:00 until Noon and will be held at the VAHCC Office, 10700 Midlothian Turnpike in Richmond. Free for members, $40 for non-members. Stay after for a box lunch & practice! (Lunch $10). Please RSVP to Brenda@vahcc.com or call the Richmond office at 804-378-4099.
*******************************


D – THURSDAY, JANUARY 13: CJ WORKSHOP ON RESOURCES FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS FILING INCOME TAXES.
Virginia residents, whether US citizens or not, can greatly benefit from filing their federal and state income taxes. This CJ Workshop will help participants understand the IRS tax filing system for immigrants and how Spanish speakers can get free assistance in obtaining a taxpayer identification number, applying for tax credits, and filing their taxes. 

Osvaldo Quiroga from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) will explain what Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers (ITINs) are and their use, and will discuss new updates for filing 2010 taxes. Pamela Frank, the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) Coordinator at United Way, will talk about obtaining this tax credit and how people can benefit from filling taxes with IRS certified volunteer tax preparers. Jonathan Lamar Foley with the Washington and Lee University School of Law Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic will talk about the free, confidential legal services this program provides to low-income individuals and families who have tax problems with the Internal Revenue Service. In addition to offering free legal representation, law students also engage in educational outreach to taxpayers with limited English proficiency, or who speak English as a second language, about their rights and responsibilities as U.S. taxpayers.

For more information about this workshop contact the coordinator Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org.  

CJ Plenaries are free, conducted in English and open to the public. Registration, coffee and refreshments begin at 9:40am; the plenary is from 10:00am – 11:30am in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th St Ext.
*****************************

E – MONDAY, JANUARY 17: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY, SPANISH FLYER ATTACHED


During the month of January there will be celebration activities on behalf of Martin Luther King, Jr., and for many Latino families, January 17 would be just a day off for students. As part of our efforts to integrate the Latino community we would like to share MLK’s biography with our Spanish speaking clients and friends to learn more about the meaning of the holiday and this great American figure. Please download the attached Spanish language flyer about Martin Luther King Jr. and share it with your Latino friends and clients. If you need more information, contact Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org.
*********************************

F – BILINGUAL COUNSELOR/EDUCATOR SEEKING EMPLOYMENT 

My name is Kerbie Gay and I graduated from the University of Virginia with degrees in Psychology and Spanish.  I'm looking for employment in the field of counseling, social work, translation or education. I have worked with Region Ten as a counselor, and tutored and mentored young people for several years.  I have also worked as a financial adviser with First Investors Corporation where I gained experience in the financial and marketing fields. I have experience organizing conferences, seminars and have taken care of all the clerical work that comes with them. Besides English I am fluent in Spanish, Haitian Creole and familiar with French. If you know of any employment opportunities that would fit my experience and interests, please contact me at kg6m@virginia.edu or (215) 208-0605. Thank you!
*********************************


G – UVA SOUTHWOOD RESEARCH PROJECT

Researchers Diane Whaley from the Curry School, Mark DeBoer from the Medical School’s Department of Pediatrics and Amy Boitnott from the School of Nursing will use tennis and nutritional training to improve health and prevent obesity at the Southwood.

In six 3½-hour monthly sessions, children of the largely Latino community will get a Nerf tennis workout and nutritional instruction; while parents participate in a parental counseling session focused on teaching their children healthy choices. Afterward they all share in a healthy dinner. The dinner is important for teaching healthy habits, and during the meal, the researchers provide the recipes, discuss portions and share about healthy eating.

Although the program will collect data on only the 8- to 11-year-old children in the family, the whole family is welcome. For the researchers, the project is “a true community partnership and community engagement study,” that they hope will result in behavior changes over the long term.  For more information or to contact the researchers visit http://curry.virginia.edu/research/projects/improving-nutrition-and-exercise-competence-in-obese-schoolchildren-via-sal
*********************************

H – REPORT: VIRGINIA LATINOS IMPROVE IN MATH TESTS

The Center on Education Policy has released a report that provides a detailed look at student performance on state tests and examines whether state-level results from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) confirm the trends found on state tests.  There are some interesting findings about Latino students, for example, in high school math, the gap between Latinos and whites in the percentage of students testing at proficient levels narrowed at an average rate of 1.2% points per year. In Virginia, the report found, the pass rate for Latino students on state eighth-grade math tests rose almost 5 percentage points a year from 2006 to 2009.  View the Virginia state profile at:  http://www.cep-dc.org/_data/n_0001/resources/live/CEPGAPProfiles2010/VirginiaGAPProfile2010.doc. The entire report is located at http://www.cep-dc.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=document_ext.showDocumentByID&nodeID=1&DocumentID=317


*********************************

I – THE HISPANIC COLLEGE FUND SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION OPENINGS


With Hispanic students being part of the largest minority group in the United States and only 13 percent earning a college degree, it is important for the Hispanic College Fund to provide resources for students to pursue higher education and professional careers. The Hispanic College Fund announced the opening of scholarship applications, which are available online from Nov. 15, 2010 through March 1, 2011 at www.scholarships.hispanicfund.org. Scholarships range from $500 to $10,000 and will be awarded for the 2011-2012 academic year. To be eligible to apply, students must fulfill the following requirements: Be of Hispanic background; Maintain a 3.0 Grade Point Average; Have graduated from high school in the U.S. after attending at least 3 years; Reside in the U.S. or Puerto Rico; Plan to enroll in a fulltime undergraduate program for the 2011-2012 academic year at an accredited college or university in the U.S. or Puerto Rico; and Demonstrate financial need. As of 2010, the Hispanic College Fund has awarded nearly $15 million in scholarships to over 5,400 students. For more information and to apply: http://www.hispanicfund.org/.

*********************************

J – LATINOS IN WAYNESBORO

Waynesboro, 30 minutes from Charlottesville, has a growing Latino community which is almost 6% of the population.  The December 11 print edition of the News Virginia contains a six-page pullout section of stories, photos and statistics about Waynesboro’s Latino community.  Some of the articles can also be found online at http://www2.newsvirginian.com/borders/. 
*********************************

K – LISTEN TO THE WEBCAST: CHILDREN OF THE UNDOCUMENTED
The Urban Institute hosted a panel discussion on December 6 entitled “Children of the Undocumented: Growing Up Under a Cloud,” which was recorded and can be accessed at: 

http://www.visualwebcaster.com/event.asp?id=74653. Event description: As politicians clash over what to do about the estimated 11 million unauthorized immigrants here, educators, child-service organizations, and others must deal with the day-to-day developmental needs and well-being of the 5.1 million children of undocumented parents. Nearly 80 percent of these young people are U.S.-born citizens. These children—7 percent of all kids in the country—live under a cloud because their parents can be arrested at any time, separated from them, and deported. Meanwhile, over a million undocumented children are themselves subject to expulsion. This forum discusses the demographics of the children of the undocumented, explores the developmental and educational challenges they face, examines social and cultural barriers to integration, and debates how public policy and agencies can foster a healthy atmosphere for children living and learning here. To listen to the webcast, go to: http://www.visualwebcaster.com/event.asp?id=74653.
*********************************

L – UPCOMING CJ WORKSHOPS 

Thursday, January 13: CJ Workshop on Resources for Spanish Speakers Filing Income Taxes. See above for details. 

Thursday, February 10: CJ Workshop on Financial Services for the Latino Community. 
The Latino community is increasingly becoming a powerful presence in America's culture and economy, and represents a very promising customer base for financial institutions. This plenary will focus on barriers Latinos face while engaging with banking institutions such as linguistic and cultural barriers, alternate forms of identification, as well as specific banking needs.  In addition we will discuss financial literacy solutions and ideas on how to enable Latinos to better manage their money within the financial institutions.

CJ Plenaries are free, conducted in English and open to the public. Registration, coffee and refreshments begin at 9:40am; the plenary is from 10:00am – 11:30am in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th St Ext.
For information on these and many other upcoming meetings, events, and opportunities (job openings, bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work, etc.), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org.    

***********************

The CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Anna Sullivan, the CJ Program Coordinator.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday morning before the Alert is circulated to: cj.cville@gmail.com. 
  
The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact cj.cville@gmail.com.  Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population. 

If you wish to unsubscribe from this newsletter or add a new email address to the subscription list, please send an email to cj.cville@gmail.com.   

***********************


Martha Trujillo


Martha Trujillo, CJ Chair

mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 
