*************************************************

CJ Alert: January 4 – 17, 2011


The electronic bulletin CJ Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. Previous Alerts are located at the bottom of the Introduction section of the CJ website located at www.cj-network.org.   

***************************************************

A – CRECIENDO JUNTOS NEEDS YOU AND OUR WHOLE COMMUNITY!
B – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: JANUARY 4 -17, 2011

C – THURSDAY, JANUARY 13: CJ WORKSHOP: RESOURCES FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS FILING INCOME TAXES

D – TUESDAY, JANUARY 18: VIRGINIA IMMIGRANT ADVOCACY DAY

E – SATURDAY, JANUARY 29: SPANISH LANGUAGE WORKSHOP FROM U.S. IMMIGRATION SERVICES

F – IMMEDIATE OPENING:  BILINGUAL RECEPTIONST FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY

G – SIGN UP NOW: IRC’S IMMIGRATION SERVICES AND CITIZENSHIP CLASSES
H – CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WOMENS INITIATIVE

I – LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR LATINO HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS

J – UPCOMING CJ WORKSHOPS
****************** 

A – CRECIENDO JUNTOS NEEDS YOU AND OUR WHOLE COMMUNITY! 

If you believe in CJ, help us to find the funding and support that are essential to our sustainability and growth! We work hard to serve our area's Latino population and the agencies who work with them, and we want to share our mission and accomplishments with the broader Charlottesville community. 

Do you belong to a church or organization or have other community connections? If so, please consider working with us to contact them, share our vision, and enlist their support. All you need to do is reply to this email or send a note to CJ’s treasurer Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org. We will work with you to contact your organization and discuss how they can be a part of our mission in supporting and strengthening the Charlottesville regional community through the integration and development of its Latino members. Let’s grow together!
******************************

B – LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES: JANUARY 4 – 17, 2011 

Monday, January 10: CJ Executive Committee Meeting. 12:30 - 2:00pm at PHA. PLEASE NOTE: PHA has moved and is now located at 1215 East Market St., Suite B. CJ Executive Committee meetings are open to the public. If you are interested in joining this group please email cj.cville@gmail.com. 
Wednesday, January 12: Language and Cultural Training Seminar in Richmond. The Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce is offering Awaken the Spanish Within Language and Cultural Training Seminar. 10:00 - Noon at the VAHCC Office, 10700 Midlothian Tpk. in Richmond. Free for members, $40 for non-members. Please RSVP to Brenda@vahcc.com or call (804) 378-4099.
Thursday, January 13: CJ Workshop: Resources for Spanish Speakers Filing Income Taxes. See below for details.
Monday, January 17: Martin Luther King Jr. Day: For many Latino families, January 17 would be just a day off for students. As part of our efforts to integrate the Latino community we would like to share MLK’s biography with our Spanish speaking clients and friends to learn more about the meaning of the holiday and this great American figure. Please download the Spanish language flyer about Martin Luther King Jr. from our website: http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html.   
Every Wednesday Morning: Latina Women’s Support Group. Free support group, sponsored by the Women’s Initiative, held at the Word of Faith Church, every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  Transportation and childcare is provided. For more information, contact Elizabeth Irvin at (434) 964-6472 or eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org.

For a listing of Bilingual Jobs, Bilingual Volunteer Opportunities, and Bilingual Volunteers Seeking an Opportunity to Serve, visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website at http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html.     

******************************

C – THURSDAY, JANUARY 13: CJ WORKSHOP ON RESOURCES FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS FILING INCOME TAXES.
Virginia residents, whether US citizens or not, can greatly benefit from filing their federal and state income taxes. This CJ Workshop will help participants understand the IRS tax filing system for immigrants and how Spanish speakers can get free assistance in obtaining a taxpayer identification number, applying for tax credits, and filing their taxes. 

Osvaldo Quiroga from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) will explain what Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers (ITINs) are and their use, and will discuss new updates for filing 2010 taxes. Pamela Frank, the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) Coordinator at United Way, will talk about obtaining this tax credit and how people can benefit from filling taxes with IRS certified volunteer tax preparers. Jonathan Lamar Foley with the Washington and Lee University School of Law Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic will talk about the free, confidential legal services this program provides to low-income individuals and families who have tax problems with the Internal Revenue Service. In addition to offering free legal representation, law students also engage in educational outreach to taxpayers with limited English proficiency, or who speak English as a second language, about their rights and responsibilities as U.S. taxpayers.

For more information about this workshop contact Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org.  

CJ Plenaries are free, conducted in English and open to the public. Registration, coffee and refreshments begin at 9:40am; the plenary is from 10:00am – 11:30am in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th St Ext.
*******************************


D – TUESDAY, JANUARY 18: VIRGINIA IMMIGRANT ADVOCACY DAY


This Immigrant Advocacy Day is hosted by Virginia Coalition of Latino Organizations (VACOLAO) in conjunction with the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy. WHEN: Tuesday, January 18, 2011 from 8:00am - 3:00pm. WHERE: Virginia Holocaust Museum located at 2000 East Cary St. Richmond, VA 23223. GOALS: To educate and motivate diverse stakeholders in addressing the multiple needs and issues affecting immigrant communities in the Commonwealth of Virginia; to clarify rallying points around which advocates and stakeholders can effectively mobilize as they address members of the state legislature during the day; and to evaluate the day’s events and plan for next steps regarding the identified rallying points. SUMMARY: Once in Richmond, we will gather at the Virginia Holocaust Museum for registration and orientation, followed by our visits to legislators at the State Capitol. After lunch at the Museum, we will hear a keynote address, debrief from the day and plan next steps. Our goal is to have as many immigrant advocates as possible from across the state as participants.

For more information and to register for the event, please see the VACOLAO website at:  http://www.vacolao.org or call (202) 841-7988. 

*****************************

E – SATURDAY, JANUARY 29: SPANISH LANGUAGE WORKSHOP FROM U.S. IMMIGRATION SERVICES


The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Office of Public Engagement invites you to “Enlace,” a free Spanish-language event where we will share agency updates, a presentation titled “How Do I Help My Relative Become a Permanent Resident in the United States?”, and have an open forum segment to respond to questions of a general nature. Our next “Enlace” engagement will be held at the USCIS Washington Field Office in Fairfax, Virginia. You may also participate from anywhere in the United States via telephone or Internet. Saturday, January 29, 2011, 1:00 - 2:30. To participate, email us at Public.Engagement@dhs.gov and write the word “ENLACE” in the subject line. We will send details to you about how to participate.

*********************************

F – IMMEDIATE OPENING:  BILINGUAL RECEPTIONST FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY

Albemarle Social Services would like to hire a temporary bilingual receptionist for the month of January, Monday thru Friday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. The office will be closed on January 14 and 17.  Please contact Jennifer Behrens at 434/972-4010 or jbehrens@albemarle.org.

*********************************


G – SIGN UP NOW: IRC’S IMMIGRATION SERVICES AND CITIZENSHIP CLASSES
The International Rescue Committee in Charlottesville (IRC) offers a variety of low cost immigration services including, but not limited to, assisting with applications for “green cards,” helping file for duplicate documents in case of loss, working with those seeking family reunification, and applying for citizenship.  Please note that IRC is only able to assist clients who are legally documented to be in the U.S. To schedule an appointment call (434) 979-7772, x 110.
IRC is partnering with the Adult Learning Center (ALC) of the Charlottesville City Schools to offer civics classes to prepare applicants for citizenship.  These classes are offered at two different times, Wednesday evenings, 6-8pm, January 12 – March 30 or Saturday afternoons, 1-3pm, January 15 – March 26, and cost only $25.  Preregistration and an assessment required (assessments can be done at the ALC in the IX building any Wednesday at 10:00; January 4th from 10:00-12:00 or 6:00-8:00pm; January 5th from 10:00-12:00; or January 6th from 6:00-8:00pm).

Any questions should be addressed to IRC’s immigration specialist, Nada Aladhami.  She can be reached at 434-979-7772 ext. 110 or at Nada.Aladhami@theIRC.org.

*********************************

H – CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WOMENS INITIATIVE 


In December 2010, $536,600 in grants was awarded to 66 local nonprofits through two Grant making programs, CACF Community Endowment and the BamaWorks Fund of The Dave Matthews Band. The Women's Initiative received $10,000 for Bienestar, a bilingual counseling and community outreach program for uninsured and underinsured Spanish speaking women. The program addresses the obstacles Hispanic women face when trying to access mental health services.  The program will include individual counseling, support group services, and psycho educational workshops.  For more information contact Elizabeth Irvin at eirvin@thewomensinitiative.org. 
*********************************

I – LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR LATINO HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS

Are you a Latino high school student interested in learning about college and career opportunities? The Hispanic Youth Institute inspires students like you to achieve a college education, pursue a professional career, and invest in your community as volunteers and leaders. You will participate in college and career workshops, connect with local Hispanic professionals, meet college admissions officers, interact with near-peer mentors, listen to inspirational speakers, and compete for scholarships. Throughout the on-campus experience, you will build your confidence and receive practical tools to help you along your pathway to college. To apply to the program, go to: http://www.hcfconnections.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hispanicyouth.org&srcid=1976&srctid=1&erid=8646700 and select the region where you live.

We’re also seeking Latino Leaders for Summer 2011 Hispanic Youth Institute Kick-Off: Are you interested in helping transform someone's life? Do you want to make an impact that will positively affect the trajectory of the next generation of Latino Youth? If so, you should consider applying for a Hispanic Youth Institute (formerly called Hispanic Youth Symposium) leadership position. As a Resident Advisor, you will be responsible for serving as a guide, mentor, and leader to a familia of 5-8 high school students over the course of the Hispanic Youth Institute Kick-Off. As a Junior Resident Advisors (JRA), you will assist Resident Advisors by helping guide and mentor the high school participants throughout the week. As part of the Alumni team, you will be responsible for directly working with and assisting the Hispanic College Fund staff throughout the duration of the Hispanic Youth Institute Kick-Off and will be fulfilling a variety of responsibilities. For more information, go to http://www.hcfconnections.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hispanicyouth.org%2fbecome-a-volunteer&srcid=1976&srctid=1&erid=8646700 or email Marcos Valdez at mvaldez@hispanicfund.org.
*********************************

J – UPCOMING CJ WORKSHOPS 

Thursday, January 13: CJ Workshop on Resources for Spanish Speakers Filing Income Taxes. See above for details. 

Thursday, February 10: CJ Workshop on Financial Services for the Latino Community. 
The Latino community is increasingly becoming a powerful presence in America's culture and economy, and represents a very promising customer base for financial institutions. This plenary will focus on barriers Latinos face while engaging with banking institutions such as linguistic and cultural differences, alternate forms of identification, as well as specific banking needs.  In addition we will discuss financial literacy solutions and ideas on how to enable Latinos to better manage their money within the financial institutions. For more information contact Gloria Rockhold at grockhold@k12albemarle.org. 

CJ Plenaries are free, conducted in English and open to the public. Registration, coffee and refreshments begin at 9:40am; the plenary is from 10:00am – 11:30am in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th St Ext.
For information on these and many other upcoming meetings, events, and opportunities (job openings, bilingual professionals or volunteers looking for work, etc.), visit the COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org.    

***********************

The CJ bulletin, the Alert, is prepared by Anna Sullivan, the CJ Program Coordinator.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information, announcement, request, etc. as soon as possible and no later than the Friday morning before the Alert is circulated to: cj.cville@gmail.com. 
  
The Creciendo Juntos (CJ) online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is updated weekly with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact cj.cville@gmail.com.  Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population. 

If you wish to unsubscribe from this newsletter or add a new email address to the subscription list, please send an email to cj.cville@gmail.com.   

***********************


Martha Trujillo


Martha Trujillo, CJ Chair

mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 
