January 3, 2007

The comments below were made by Courtney Stewart, International & ESOL Program Coordinator for the County.  For more information contact cstewart@k12albemarle.org 
The ACPS ESOL Program currently serves 853 students. 41% are in levels 1 or 2 or English Language Proficiency (emergent to beginner).  It is interesting to note that 316 or more than a third were born in the USA.  It is very important to understand the needs of these kids.  In contrast to Charlottesville, 7% are refugees--this has to do with housing.  I am told by the IRC that it has more to do with access to public transportation than housing.  We have 22 FTEs, serve 16  of 16 elementary schools, 5 of 5 middle schools and 4 of 5 high schools. We have an intake center and a newcomer center. In ten years we have grown from 129 students to 853 students--that is a 561 percent increase!  As we grow and change, so do our programs and approaches.  Critical numbers drive program decisions and design.  We are increasingly moving toward providing more targeted sheltered instruction and English that focuses on learning language through the content area.  Isolation and disenfranchisement continue to concern me.  Funding for extracurricular and enrichment activities is critical.  Language is both acquired and learned and kids who do not have opportunities to interact with the community in meaningful ways are at a  huge disadvantage. Additionally we need to target Pre K programs to ensure that LEP kids are enrolled and getting the head start they need. I believe that e need to be looking at staffing programs rather than staffing by numbers.  Staffing formulas have their place and the ratios are very important, but staffing programs is just as critical.  

  

	LEP Percent Increase



	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	11%
	6%
	145%
	24%
	12%
	19%
	2%
	8%
	11%
	3%
	11%

	Percent of Total ACPS Enrollment (DOE September Reports)



	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	1%
	1%
	3%
	4%
	4%
	5%
	5%
	5%
	6%
	6%
	7%


The County’s enrollment statistics include the Latino population.  Data for the 2006-2007 school year is located at:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/DemographicsAugust252006.xls 

