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Gerardo Pandolfi and Carolina Parietti:  Saluting Nuevas Raíces

Gerardo Pandolfi and Carolina Parietti, originally from Uruguay, are a married couple with four children (22, 20,19 y 7 years old).  Gerardo, was a businessman in Uruguay for many years, importing and selling U.S. motorcycles and parts.  Carolina has a social work degree and for more than 17 years was employed in this field on a municipality level.  

The couple came to the U.S. in 2000, as has the majority of South American immigrants, because of the region’s economic crisis.  Gerardo first arrived in Miami, a place he had visited many times on business, with the idea of finding employment opportunities to facilitate bringing his family to the States.  While available opportunities did not meet his expectations, he worked very hard, and within 9 months, he was able to cover airfare expenses to bring his mother, Carolina and their children to Miami.

Several months later, in March 2001, the family moved to Harrisonburg, Virginia, hoping to find a more family friendly environment.  Gerardo’s friend Gustavo Cabrera, who manages the pizzeria Roman Delight, located in the Harrisonburg mall, helped the family discover new opportunities.  Within months, Gerardo was working in construction and later in the sale of cars, but always with the dream of having his own business again.  Noticing there was no newspaper for Harrisonburg’s many Spanish language residents, Gerardo began networking with Latinos and others, and as a result of much teamwork, a skill Gerardo was very familiar with from his long history in sports, especially in rugby, Nuevas Raíces was launched on June 22, 2001, as a weekly tabloid with 16 pages, with the help of Harrisonburg’s Daily News Record, which published it, and the support of numerous local businesses, professionals, and others who enthusiastically purchased advertisements.    

Over time, the initial Nuevas Raíces work group changed, and Gerardo and Carolina have become its only owners, even though they were previously assisted by collaborators in Richmond and Roanoke, and by Carlos Terán, who, before leaving for Miami almost two years ago, had operated the Charlottesville franchise for six years.  

Nuevas Raíces has provided the Pandolfi family with much satisfaction, not only because it has been a valuable source of income generated by its advertisers, but also because of the rewarding experience working on behalf of the community.  Creciendo Juntos (CJ), like other groups and individuals, recognizes and lauds Gerardo and Carolina for the newspaper’s demonstrated interest in the local Latino community, its unwavering devotion to informing Latinos about events in their countries of origin while reporting on local Latino personalities and happenings, and the services, resources and benefits available to them.  

CJ members, and service providers in other localities served by Nuevas Raíces are very grateful to the Pandolfis for being open, interested, willing and proactive in publishing articles about programs and initiatives oriented to Latinos. Doing so has facilitated outreach, networking and the building of partnerships among many government, community, faith based and academic agencies with Latinos.  

As an example of the many other contributions of the Pandofi family, earlier this year the newspaper collaborated with an important UVA-CJ project.  CJ trained UVA students taking Spanish classes, equipping them with knowledge about Charlottesville’s Latino population, interviewing techniques, and ideas for preparing articles.  Nuevas Raíces agreed to publish some of the articles, an exemplary gesture that encouraged the university students to pursue with great passion both their assignment of learning about the Latino community and the preparation of articles to share what was learned.    

CJ salutes Gerardo and Carolina, their newspaper, Nuevas Raíces, for being an important community role model worth emulating.
