Immigrant advocate Freilich wins award
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The American Constitution Society for Law and Policy has given the first David Carliner Public Interest Award to Tim Freilich, the legal director of the Charlottesville-based Immigrant Advocacy Program.

Freilich, whose program is part of the Legal Aid Justice Center, also received a $10,000 cash prize in addition to the award during the society’s annual convention on Saturday.

The award is meant to honor mid-career public interest lawyers who do advocacy work for marginalized people. Freilich has worked with the Immigrant Advocacy Program since 2005.

During this time, he has served as co-counsel on a class action suit on behalf of Hispanic workers brought to American to plant trees under the H-2B work visa program, and helped promote immigrant-friendly policies.

Award namesake David Carliner was an immigration lawyer in Washington, D.C., who sought full political rights for all D.C. residents. He was the founding chairman of the American Civil Liberties Union-National Capital Area and GlobalRights, formerly known as the International Human Rights Law Group. Carliner died in 2007.
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Dear Colleagues,

I am happy to report that Tim Freilich, the Legal Director of my program (Immigrant Advocacy Program of the Legal Aid Justice Center) was awarded the David Carliner Public Interested Award by the American Constitution Society for Law and Policy. It is wonderful that such a strong advocate for immigrant rights in Virginia is being recognized for his enormous contributions to social justice in our state. Please see the below press release concerning the award.

Edgar Aranda-Yanoc

Community Organizer

Legal Aid Justice Center - Immigrant Advocacy Program

6066 Leesburg Pike, Suite 520, Falls Church, VA 22041

Telephone 703-778-3450

www.justice4all.org 

PRESS RELEASE
TIM FREILICH WINS DAVID CARLINER PUBLIC INTEREST AWARD PRESENTED BY THE AMERICAN CONSTITUTION SOCIETY FOR LAW AND POLICY

Washington, DC-At its Annual Convention on June 20, 2009, the American Constitution Society for Law and Policy presented its first David Carliner Public Interest Award and associated $10,000 cash prize to Tim Freilich of the Virginia based Legal Aid Justice Center.

The David Carliner Public Interest Award recognizes outstanding mid-career public interest lawyers whose work best exemplifies its namesake's legacy of fearless, uncompromising and creative advocacy on behalf of marginalized people. The award was established in memory of David Carliner, one of the 20th Century's great public interest lawyers and a champion of justice both in his native Washington, DC, and on the national stage. (For more on David Carliner and the award, visit www.acslaw.org/carlinerpublicinterestaward<http://www.acslaw.org/carlinerpublicinterestaward>.)

Mr. Freilich was selected for the award based on his unwavering commitment to the public interest and his tireless work supporting Virginia's immigrants in their efforts to find justice and fair treatment in the workplace.

Following graduation from the University of Virginia School of Law in 1999, Freilich joined the Legal Aid Justice Center in Charlottesville, Virginia, on a two-year fellowship from the Skadden Fellowship Foundation. After establishing the Legal Aid Justice Center's office in Northern Virginia, Freilich became Legal Director of the Immigrant Advocacy Program upon his

return to Charlottesville in 2005. Under Mr. Freilich's direction, the Legal Aid Justice Center's Immigrant Advocacy Program has:

* Worked on the local, state, and federal levels to promote policies that recognize the contributions of Virginia's immigrants;

* Built a powerful statewide network that has been instrumental in the defeat of more than one hundred anti-immigrant bills in the Virginia General Assembly;

* Represented thousands of individuals in claims for unpaid wages, winning judgments and settlements totaling approximately $3 million;

* Developed innovative strategies to help workers recover unpaid minimum and overtime wages.

* Served as co-counsel in major class action litigation on behalf of predominantly Mexican and Guatemalan workers brought to the U.S. to plant trees under the H-2B work visa program. In addition to vindicating the individual rights of the workers, these cases seek to expose the abuses inherent in the H-2B work visa program.

"Tim shows us that achieving justice for those who are the most vulnerable in our society is a victory for all who live and work in America," said Legal Aid Justice Center executive director Alex Gulotta.

When asked about the recognition, Mr. Freilich stated: "I'm honored to accept this award on behalf of my clients--the hard-working immigrants who make Virginia such a wonderful place for all of us, and on behalf of my colleagues in the legal aid community."

The Legal Aid Justice Center offers free civil legal services to low-income families throughout Central Virginia and to low-wage immigrant workers, children and institutionalized persons statewide, while also engaging in systematic legal advocacy for all low-income Virginians. For more information, please visit our website at www.justice4all.org 

