ALBEMARLE COUNTY CUTS CJ BUDGET
CJ CLARIFICATION
Several media outlets reported on an Albemarle County budget cut affecting Creciendo Juntos (CJ).  Some portrayed CJ as a language access initiative.  As many in the community know, CJ not only advocates for and facilitates equal access to County services but also provides the County with other assistance, like providing cultural sensitivity trainings to its employees, outreach so they can inform and interact with the County’s underserved Latino population, networking opportunities to learn about and partner with County agencies, non-profits, churches, and other groups working with County Latinos, and among other services, CJ has been instrumental in improving the quality of life for Southwood’s 1500 residents and in supporting the ACPD Neighborhood Watch program there.
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Albemarle County is proposing cutting all of its support to Creciendo Juntos-Growing Together (CJ).  That's about $12,800/year  -- half of CJ's funding.  The regional community cannot afford to lose CJ.

·         In 2007, the Commission on Children and Families’ (CCF) Human Services Strategic Plan identified “enhancing the provision of culturally competent, accessible, and affordable services” as a community priority, a new goal also just recognized by the group of local churches organized by IMPACT.  This is also the law under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

·         According to the strategic plan, 11% of local residents were foreign-born, and more likely to live in poverty than native-born residents (2005).  Two of the greatest needs identified by these residents involved interpretation/translation services, and reading and filling out forms, lack of which makes “navigating the service community very difficult.”

·         Founded in 2005 (by Piedmont Housing Alliance) to address the challenges outlined above, CJ has implemented trainings involving over 1,500 service agency workers through more than 50 workshops and events.

·         In just the past year, CJ trained and educated over 270 agency staff in specific dimensions of the Latino community, knowledge which has helped these organizations improve their outreach and services to Latino households.  The vast majority of these staffers assist Albemarle County families.

·         Over 100 agencies participate in CJ programs.  More than 50,000 visitors have accessed CJ's renowned website (www.cj-network.org).

·    Total annual direct leverage of the County's investment is over $105,000, or 8 to 1.

Too, as others have pointed out:

- CJ has provided the ACPD:  guidance, contacts, and other resources for funding proposals; support of the Southwood Neighborhood Watch which has resulted in its being the largest and most active NW in the County; guidance for developing and implementing a federally required Limited English Proficiency plan; outreach opportunities to inform and network with service providers who work with Albemarle Latinos and with the County's Latino residents..

- CJ members participated in Hispanic Heritage activities for ACDSS in 2008 and a CJ member coordinated them in 2010.

http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/2009/CJ-ACDSSHHM.doc 
- Over the past year, CJ has provided Albemarle County Human Resources with two cultural sensititivy trainings for its County employees.

http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/docs_2009/CountyTrg10-09.ppt 
http://www.cj-network.org/cjleproblems/CulturalSensitivity.ppt 
- September - June, in the County's 5th Street Extd building, CJ provides monthly cultural diversity training activities (panel, forum, workshop, etc.) on a specific issue related to area Latino residents which  Albemarle employees attend to learn important information and skills, and among other reasons, to meet County cultural diversity training performance requirements. http://www.cj-network.org/initiatives.html 
- As recognized by residents, Habitat for Humanity, ACPD and other service providers working in Southwood, CJ has been instrumental in promoting quality of life issues in this Albemarle community by disseminating information, facilitating surveys, contacts, service provider networking, and increased access to services.  This can be evidenced in part by the Southwood webpage maintained by CJ:  

http://www.cj-network.org/southwood.html 
- Enrollment statistics for Latino students from school years 1999-2000 to 2009-2010 demonstrate an ever increasing Latino population:

http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/docs_2009/ACLatinoStudents.pdf  

- And even though the Census has always accepted its shortcomings in undercounting immigrant and poor populations, Census data indicates an increase in Albemarle's Latino population:  175% from 1990; 58% from 2000:  http://pewhispanic.org/states/?countyid=5100 3

- There is more statistical data on Albemarle's ever growing Latino population at:  http://www.cj-network.org/latinos_area.html 
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Latino Language Resource Loses Half of Its Budget 

Creciendo Juntos is a group that helps members of the local Latino community overcome language barriers. Because of budget issues, Albemarle County officials have cut the group's budget by $12,000, which is half of its yearly operating budget.
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A group that helps support the Charlottesville area's Hispanic community is facing a budget cut.

The group Creciendo Juntos has worked for nearly the last four years to provide support to the Latino community and help it overcome language barriers.

The group faces a cut of $12,000 from Albemarle County, which accounts for nearly half of its yearly budget.

"A lot of the budget decisions are being looked at and being made now. We just think this is, for a very small amount of money, a good investment even in a tough budget time," said Jon Nafziger of Creciendo Juntos.

Nafziger said he hopes to mobilize people to get to the public hearings scheduled about the budget so they can speak out in favor of Creciendo Juntos.

