Man facing murder count in Jan. slaying
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A Richmond man has been charged in connection with a Jan. 22 homicide in a Charlottesville trailer park.

Police arrested 18-year-old Antonio Jha-Mhal Grooms on Thursday morning and charged him in connection with the death of 32-year-old Miguel Lugio Salazar, who was pronounced dead at the Mountain View Trailer Court in the 1600 block of Sixth Street Southeast after being shot in the head.

According to court records, Grooms is facing charges of second-degree murder, robbery, shooting in an occupied dwelling, aggravated malicious wounding and two counts of use of a firearm in the commission of a felony. He is being held without bond.

Authorities have said a group of four men, including Salazar and 25-year-old Rafael Valina Ayala, were talking outside of a trailer when two other men approached. The men had some kind of altercation, police have said, and the two men fled after Salazar was shot in the head and Ayala was shot in the shoulder.

Police have not clarified if both or just one of the men had guns.

Information about Grooms and the investigation is limited. Ric Barrick, city spokesman, said authorities aren’t releasing his photo or taking follow-up questions from the media right now.

“ … There may be some investigative leads that need to be followed up where the photo may play an important part in the identification process and details on the case need to be contained for the time being,” Barrick said in a news release.

Anyone with information about the incident is urged to call Crimestoppers at 977-4000.

Grooms is scheduled to return March 4 to Charlottesville General District Court.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Rich-mond and Henrico police departments also were involved in Thursday’s arrest.
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It's been less than a month since the murder of Miguel Salazar at the Mountain View Mobile Home Park. Salazar's family said they are very happy with the work police have done to make the arrest of Antonio Jha-Mhal Grooms, 18, in connection with this case.

Salazar's murder was the first in Charlottesville in almost a year and a half. Thursday morning, Grooms was arrested in connection to that crime in Richmond.

Neighbor Lloyd Wells was next door when he heard the shots ring out.

"It was frightening," Wells said. "It was real frightening."

Wells said he saw Rafael Ayala, 25, stumble onto his neighbor's porch and fall down the night Salazar was killed. It wasn't until later that morning that he heard Salazar lay dead at his back porch.

"I couldn't believe it," Wells said. "I couldn't hardly believe it. It was something you almost have to see to believe."

Wells said he and his family have had a hard time feeling safe ever since that January night, but says he's been told lights will be installed on the property by the end of April. He said that news, along with the news of an arrest, has him thankful.

"I'm really thankful. We are very church-going, and I thank the Lord for that every night," Wells said. 

Police said this is an ongoing investigation. If you have any helpful information, call Crime Stoppers at 434-977-4000.

__________________________________________________________

Arrest Made in Charlottesville Mobile Home Murder 

The Charlottesville Police Department announced Friday morning the arrest of Antonio Jha-Mhal Grooms in connection with the murder of Miguel Lugio Salazar and the shooting of Rafael Valina Ayala on January 22 at the Mountain View Mobile Home Park in Charlottesville.
Charlottesville NewPlex
Posted: 9:40 AM Feb 12, 2010

Email Address: news@newsplex.com
http://www.newsplex.com/home/headlines/84222142.html 
The Charlottesville Police Department announced Friday morning the arrest of Antonio Jha-Mhal Grooms in connection with the murder of Miguel Lugio Salazar and the shooting of Rafael Valina Ayala on January 22 in the 1600 block of 6th Street SE.

Police say Salazar, 32, was shot in the head at the Mountain View Mobile Home Park during the January incident. Ayala was also shot and was transported to the University of Virginia Medical Center for treatment. 

Grooms, 18, is a resident of Richmond and was arrested in Richmond without incident shortly after 10:00am on Thursday morning. He is charged with five additional felony charges related to the January 22 incident. 

Grooms is held without bond. 

Charlottesville Police were aided in the investigation by the Richmond Police Department, Henrico Police Department, and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives.

Charlottesville Police detectives continue to investigate this incident and are asking for your help. If you have information about this incident, contact Crime Stoppers at 434-977-4000
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Exclusive Interview with Family of Murder Victim 

32-year-old Miguel Salazar was killed in Charlottesville Friday night in front of a trailer at the Mountain View Mobile Home Park off of 6th Street SE. His family say it was a senseless shooting that has left Salazar's kids without a father. 
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Police say twenty five year old Rafael Ayala was shot in the shoulder area and is in stable in condition at UVa medical center. 32-year-old Miguel Salazar was found dead at the scene, shot in the head late Friday night. Some of Salazar's family are still in shock over what happened. 

"I don't know what to feel, I didn't want to believe it," said Mary Benson, grandmother to two of Salazar's kids. 
"First thing I did, I called my kids to make sure they were okay," said Tameka Benson, mother to two of Salazar's kids. 2-year-old Alejandra Benson, and 3-year-old Mallika Salazar. Family are still reeling from his murder in front of a trailer at the Mountain View Mobile Home Park in Charlottesville Friday night off of 6th Street SE. 
"I can't sleep, I don't even want to eat nothing," said Mary Benson. 
Candles were lit to honor Salazar, family still in disbelief that someone could murder him 

"He was a sweet person, he would even give you the shirt off his back, and if he could help you he would," said Mary Benson. 
"Miguel had no enemies, everybody loved Miguel. He was friends with everybody," said Tameka Benson. 
Police are still searching for suspects, and have not released any descriptions. 

People that live at the mobile home park say that witnesses may not have a good idea of what the suspects look like because there aren't any lights at the mobile home park. They say they've been trying to solve that problem for about a year. They say at night time, you can't see a thing. 

His family say Salazar was a good father. 
"He loved his kids, probably loved his kids more than his life himself," said Tameka Benson. 

They say coping is just one challenge, trying to explain to Salazar's kids where their daddy is, is another. 
"You can't tell a 2-year-old and a 3-year-old that their dad is gone and he's not coming back. 

Salazar's family is trying to raise enough money to send him back to Mexico. They will be setting up donation jars at hispanic restaurants around the area. As soon as we get more information we will pass it along.

-------------------------------
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The Charlottesville Police Department has released the identities of the two victims involved in a shooting Friday night that resulted in one death and one injury.
Miguel Lugio Salazar, 32, was shot and killed at the Mountain View Trailer Court in the 1600 block of Sixth Street Southeast on Friday just before midnight. Police said Salazar had a gunshot wound to the head and was pronounced dead at the scene.

The second victim of the shooting, 25-year-old Rafael Valina Ayala, was injured and transported to the University of Virginia Medical Center, where he remained in stable condition Sunday evening. According to police, Ayala sustained a gunshot wound to the shoulder area.

Authorities said four men were socializing outside a trailer where one of them lived, when two other men approached them.

Police said a confrontation occurred, which ended in gunfire.

No arrests have been made. As of Sunday, the only description police were giving of the suspects is that they are two black males. Police said they fled in an unknown direction after the shooting.

Investigators also did not provide any more specifics Sunday in terms of motive, number of shots fired or the type of weapon or weapons used.

This is the first homicide in Charlottesville since Oct. 22, 2008. Darryl Andre Johnson was convicted in April of killing 22-year-old Phillip E. Adams Jr. at a deli on the Corner.

Anyone with information about Friday’s incident is urged to call Charlottesville police at 970-3280 or Crime Stoppers at 977-4000.
-------------------------------------
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Residents Demand Lights After Dusk Following Murder 
Following the nighttime murder of Miguel Salazar, residents of his trailer park are asking its management company for security lights. Residents say lights will make them feel safer at night.
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Following Charlottesville's first murder in more than a year, people at the Mountain View Mobile Home Park say they want lights and they want them now.

Many residents said they signed a petition about a year ago and sent it to the management company that runs the park. The petition requested more lights in the area, but the effort was to no avail.

However, the management company said it has plans in its budget to put up the lights this year.

It's been a few days since Miguel Salazar was murdered at the Mountain View Mobile Home Park in Charlottesville late Friday night. Residents there are again pleading to have lights installed to make them feel safer.

"Because when I come in at the nighttime, I can't see anything," Mountain View resident Katherine Bollinger said.

Residents say they believe lighting could prevent crimes that have already taken place at work.

"There have been people that have been robbed. There have been trailers that have been broken into down there, and nobody's done anything," resident Tameka Benson said. "There's absolutely no lighting in that trailer park whatsoever."

Neighbors also say lack of lights may have made it hard on witnesses to come up with descriptions of possible suspects.

"How can you see someone coming toward you if there’s no light or anything?" resident Mary Benson said.

"If it's difficult to see, it's going to be difficult to give an accurate description," Charlottesville police chief Tim Longo. "So this is a situation where lighting very well may have made a difference."

Residents said more lights will mean more safety for them and their families in the future. The company that runs the lot say the reason they haven't put up any lights is because they've been waiting for the city to install a sewer line in the area. 

The company says it feels horrible about the incident that took place, and does plan to accelerate their plans to put lights in to the neighborhood.

