
He instituted a community policing philosophy for the department to develop collaborative partnerships between the police department and the community to develop solutions to problems and increase trust.

The department established a Cultural Bridges Program to work with and educate both the police and the local Latino population about crime, crime prevention, laws and regulations, and community services.
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Albemarle County Police Chief John Miller says he's stepping down from the department and retiring in September. Now he is talking about his 21 years with Albemarle County: the ups, the downs and everything in between. NBC29's Henry Graff sat down with him Wednesday for an in-depth look at why he's leaving and what he's leaving behind.

After 21 years on the job Chief Miller says it's time to leave. Citing a 2005 heart attack and other recent health issues, Miller will retire on September 30th. "It kind of all adds up, that it's time to step away from law enforcement and enjoy the rest of my life," he said.

Miller came to Albemarle as chief in 1989 but he started his career in law enforcement back in the 1960's. Through the years - he has overseen some high profile cases.

In March 2008 there was a shooting spree along Interstate 64 led by Slade Woodson. "The problem we had with having a shooter on 64 and the amount of overpasses - being able to protect and police the whole 64 - into Augusta County all the way down here."

In August, 2004 his department was dragged into the search for the Charlottesville serial rapist when a woman was attacked on Webland Drive. After a tip, Miller says it was cooperation with other police departments that brought about the arrest of Nathan Antonio Washington. "Just the story behind it," he said. "The number of officers, the dedication and the time that they put in and the work that they did was phenomenal."

One case in particular has haunted Miller through the years. In November 1997 Janice Garrison was shot and killed with a high-powered rifle outside her home on Lonesome Mountain Road. The chief says it was likely a hunter, someone they thought they had, but the suspect slipped through their fingers. Miller said, "We thought we were really going to prove it and it was kind of a promise that the agency made to Mr. Garrison - that we would come to a conclusion on this - but we've been unable to do it."

Miller also spoke about recent internal issues involving his own officer, saying his hands are tied because it's a personnel matter.  "It's hard because as a chief you can't say anything. The officers that are involved in these situations have due process and the right to privacy."

In the end Miller says he has no regrets: "A chief's job is one a balancing act. It's frustrating. It's rewarding. It's stressful. I am absolutely glad I took this job."

The search is on for Miller's replacement. We're told there will be an interim chief before a permanent replacement is named.  The permanent replacement will be named after a regional search by the county.

Reported by Henry Graff
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Albemarle County Press Release 
Albemarle County is announcing the retirement of Police Chief John Miller, who has served as police chief for Albemarle County since 1989. Miller's retirement is effective September 30, 2010. A regional search process for a new chief will get underway immediately.

"We appreciate the outstanding leadership and dedication that Chief Miller has provided to the police department during his tenure," said County Executive Bob Tucker in announcing the retirement. "Under his guidance our police professionals have ensured a safe and secure community and have focused significant effort on important issues such as traffic enforcement, internet crimes against children, and drug enforcement with measurable success."

A major highlight of Miller's career with Albemarle was the agency's accreditation by the Virginia Law Enforcement Professional Standards Commission (VLEPSC) in 2000. Albemarle County was only the 24th law enforcement agency in the Commonwealth of Virginia to receive accreditation, which it achieved following a rigorous four-year process led by Miller.

He instituted a community policing philosophy for the department to develop collaborative partnerships between the police department and the community to develop solutions to problems and increase trust.

Also during his time as Chief, the department has received recognition statewide and nationally for a variety of programs including traffic safety and enforcement.

Miller also created a non-profit Police Foundation to bring business and community leaders together to support the department's crime prevention and community policing initiatives.

Following are some other highlights from Miller's tenure:

•The department established a Cultural Bridges Program to work with and educate both the police and the local Latino population about crime, crime prevention, laws and regulations, and community services.
•The department received the Governor's Transportation Award in partnership with AAA Mid-Atlantic for the Monacan Trail Highway Safety Initiative.

•Chief Miller served as the chairman for the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics Virginia.

•The department received 1st place from the Virginia Law Enforcement Challenge for efforts in promoting and supporting traffic safety.

•The department received 1st place nationally from the International Association of Chiefs of Police for efforts in speed awareness.

•The department successfully achieved state re-accreditation in 2008 after originally being accredited in 2000.

•The department established the Crime Free Multi-Housing Program, a state-of-the-art crime prevention program designed to reduce crime, drug activity, and gangs in apartment properties.Lee Catlin
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Retiring police chief made an impact
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Retiring Albemarle County Police Chief John Miller has elevated his department to new standards of professionalism. His leadership will be missed, but he is leaving the department in fit shape.

Albemarle is unusual among Virginia counties: It has a police department for law enforcement and a sheriff’s department for functions such as providing courthouse security.
Albemarle’s decision to establish a police department alongside a sheriff’s department created some special challenges, ranging from developing a fledgling department to working amicably with other agencies, including the sheriff’s department.
Mr. Miller has excelled at virtually all functions of the job.
He has forged good cooperation with other agencies, including his counterparts at the University of Virginia and City of Charlottesville and in the multijurisdictional Jefferson Area Drug Enforcement task force. 
He has been equally successful in involving, and being accountable to, the people of the county. He created a citizen-based Police Foundation, and established special outreaches to the Latino community and to apartment complexes. 
He has brought the department to new levels of professionalism and standardization. Under his watch, Albemarle’s police department received accreditation from the state, and was reaccredited two years ago.
Mr. Miller also has been an able administrator and manager.
He officially will step down at the end of September.
Chief Miller has advanced the department on all fronts. A true public servant, he has set a great example for his eventual successor.

