Group Meets to Prepare Latinos for Emergencies
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A group dedicated to serving Latinos in Charlottesville and Albemarle County is working to help families prepare for emergencies.

Creciendo Juntos is a network of groups and individuals working together to help central Virginia's Latino population. Thursday, the group met to learn more about some of the unique challenges facing Latino households in the case of an emergency. The event coincided with National Preparedness Month.

Firefighters, Red Cross workers, and the Virginia Department of Emergency Management were all represented at the meeting, which focused on how to better prepare Latinos for emergency situations and natural disasters.

"We want them to be prepared at home," said Creciendo Juntos Executive Board Member Peter Loach. "Do they have a first aid kit? Do they have extra supplies, food and water if the power goes out and they can't get to the store? We want them as prepared as anybody else. We want there to be a level playing field for them to be able to be ready."

The group's next meeting is scheduled for October and set to focus on domestic violence prevention.

