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City Police, Latinos Meet to Build Trust
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From CBS19 NewsPlex
Wednesday, November 10, 2010 http://www.newsplex.com/home/headlines/City_Police_Latinos_Meet_to_Build_Trust_107067823.html
Leaders in the local Latino community say Latinos have an innate fear of law enforcement officers. Wednesday, members of Creciendo Juntos (Growing Together) met with officers in the City Police Department to discuss ways to improve their relationship. 

"There is a lot of confusion and a lot of misunderstanding between the Latino community and the police department," said Nancy Guzman. 

Sergeant Tom McKean joined Creciendo Juntos at its monthly meeting representing the City Police Department. The two sides explored ways to open dialogue and improve relations. McKean hopes the discussions lead to a feeling of safety among members of the local Latino community. 

"[The goal] is we can give them the service they're looking for and that they deserve as citizens of Charlottesville," said Sgt. McKean. 

McKean added that the City Police Department will make an effort to get more involved in events and meetings within the local Latino community.

Other Charlottesville community leaders who work closely with Creciendo Juntos attended Wednesday's meeting to express concerns of an ethnic group that is sometimes too afraid to express themselves. 

"We're coming from countries that do not trust the police departments. There is a perception that perhaps the police department here will be the same," said Guzman. 

Everyone in attendance said that the discussions were a start, but agreed that there's still a long road ahead. Both sides will continue to look at ways to improve relations between Latinos and police in Charlottesville, all in the hope of creciendo juntos. 

To view the video news coverage of this event go to: http://www.newsplex.com/video?clipID=5281153&autoStart=true&contentID=107067823 

