“CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER”

Plenary Session

MEETING AGENDA

November 10, 2005

Albemarle County Office Building Annex

5th Street Extended, Conference Room B

10:00-10:15 am
Welcome and Introductions 

10:15-11:00 am
Guest Speaker:  Michel Zajur, President/CEO

Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

11:00-11:30 am
Update from Communications Working Group




Report on “Help Fair”




Naming of Creciendo Juntos Executive Committee

Next Meeting

December 15

Guest Speaker:  Tanya Gonzalez

City of Richmond Hispanic Liaison Office

CRECIENDO JUNTOS - GROWING TOGETHER

Plenary Session

Meeting Notes – November 10, 2005 @ 10:00 a.m.
· Welcome and Introduction by Peter Loach of Piedmont Housing Alliance.  Turnout of approximately 35 people.  A total of 62 individuals representing roughly 40 organizations have now attended a Creciendo Juntos meeting.

· Group introductions around the table.  The list of names and contact information will be updated and circulated.

· A copy of the group’s latest draft of a Mission Statement was circulated:  “We are a network of organizations and people working to support and strengthen the Charlottesville regional community through the integration and development of its Latino/Hispanic members” 
· Update / Background history on how Creciendo Juntos got started – noticeable increase in the number of Hispanic and Latino workers and residents in and around Region 10.  A need arose from the question of how do agencies, decision makers and individuals integrate and support these new community members?  

· Discussion of the Spanish Resource Guide created by Cheryl Ribando.  Please contact Cheryl if you have comments/corrections (cribando@adelphia.net).  Looking into doing an English version to help those who are not as fluent in Spanish be able to better share the document with others.

· HOW ARE THINGS RIGHT NOW? – The floor was then opened up to encourage comments and suggestions from everyone about what has worked thus far within the community and where the known gaps are:

1. Building bridges between the agencies and their audiences – not fully being able to reach their target populations as effectively as they want to.

2. Discussion of the “Help Fair” by Rhonda – 27 different organizations represented, approximately 175 people attended the fair, seen as very successful and as an event that she would like to happen annually.  

3. Representatives from the Mexican Embassy came to the Church of the Incarnation – over 400 Latinos attended. 

4. CHIP program – beginning to see more clients who are Spanish speaking.

5. Community organizing within leadership roles being taken by members of the faith community.

6. How to incorporate more translation in the schools?  Translating commonly used documents into Spanish?

7. Commendations were offered to the County for already having some of their documents printed in Spanish.

8. Recruiting and retaining multi-lingual and multi-cultural staff members.

9. Program celebrating students who are the first in their families to graduate from High-school.

10. Students finding it difficult to apply to colleges and universities.  Illegal immigrants may be barred from in-state tuition.

11. Recap of legislative issues currently up for discussion and which were also discussed at last month’s meeting.

12. How to get some farmers and/or orchard owners at the table to participate in our discussions?  They are large employers of Hispanic workers, its important that we hear their concerns and vice versa.

13. IRC – translator services available through a grant they just received.

14. UVA Patient Services – trying to improve the overall quality of their services and resources to those who do not speak English as their first language, 30,000 recorded appointments of ESL patients, 13,000 Spanish speaking patient appointments.  Difficulties knowing when to provide a translator, what happens when a patient doesn’t know to ask for one when calling to schedule an appointment or if someone else calls on their behalf and doesn’t request one.

15. Virginia BAR association – creating a resource directory for the state of Virginia.

16. Difficulties in the Emergency Room when patients come in and have to wait around because a translator is unavailable / not accessible.

17. How to make these resources a higher priority in the budget to improve each organization’s capabilities?

· WHAT DO WE WANT TO DO AS A GROUP? – Moving forward as a group, where do we see the mission of the group taking us to?  What kinds of projects do we want to be involved in?  What initiatives do we want to create?
1. Why are Hispanic and Latino families and individuals moving to Charlottesville?

2. PHA applied for some seed money to facilitate bridge-building in the community, allow the group to invest in some more tangible projects.

3. Names of those who volunteered to be on the CJ Executive Committee:

· Chris Dyer (Albemarle County Schools), Edward de la Rosa (former teacher Fairfax County), Carlos Terán (newspaper Nuevas Raices), Colleen Davis (United Way), Linda Hemby (Albemarle County Social Services), Rhonda Miska (Church of the Incarnation), Ivonne Lopez (RHOP), Tim Freilich (VA Justice Center), and Peter Loach (Piedmont Housing Alliance).

4. Executive Committee will hammer out concrete goals and operational approaches for review by the full group.

5. Can we broaden ourselves to take into consideration areas outside of Region 10?  Expand to Central Virginia?

· WHAT CAN THE GROUP DO FOR YOU? – A preliminary list of next steps and things that members thought would be helpful and/or useful to the rest of the group:
1. E-mail a survey to get feedback on how CJ can help.

2. Get a better description of who everyone in the group is and what jobs they do – perhaps a paragraph submitted by each one?  Then circulate it within the group to get to know each other better.

3. There is already a group of Latina women involved within the group that the larger Hispanic and Latin communities know and trust – we should capitalize on all the hard work they are already doing.

4. Create some sort of curriculum about the Hispanic and Latin communities to be used for a presentation – possibly fundraising?

5. Contact Diane Taylor and Carlos Terán if you want to get your news and messages on their Spanish TV program, or in the Spanish newspaper.

6. Continuing to develop the concept of a unified voice – this can provide a huge impact and we don’t want to lose our momentum.

** NEXT MEETING WILL BE DECEMBER 15th @ 10:00 a.m.

Albemarle County Office Building, 5th Street Extended

TONYA GONZALES from CITY OF RICHMOND 

will be the guest speaker**

Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together


Piedmont Housing Alliance


