“CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER”

MEETING AGENDA

Plenary Session
September 1, 2005

Albemarle County Office Building Annex

5th Street Extended, Conference Room A

10:00-10:30 am
Introductions

NPR Report

Update on Summer Activities:

·
State-Level Meetings – Peter Loach

·
Proposal for Needs Assessment – Peter Loach

·
Focus Group with Hispanic Leaders – Florencia Aranda

·
Planning for October 15 Help Fair – Fanny Smedile

10:30-11:00 am
Goals for Fall 2005

·
Support On-Going and New Outreach Activities

·
Define and Adopt Overall Vision and Goals 

·
Define and Adopt Implementation Plan 

·
Grow Membership

·
Work on Communications/Outreach

·
Initiate Research on Hispanic Community

·
Acquire Funding

11:00-11:30 am
Definition of Working Groups

·
Vision/Strategy/Implementation

·
Membership

·
Research

·
Funding

·
Communications/Outreach

FALL MEETINGS (10:00-11:30am)

September 1 

Organize and Plan

October 6  

Working Groups Report Out

November 10  

Strategic Plan

December 15  

Implementation Plan

Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together

Plenary Session Minutes:  

September 1, 2005

Glad that so many of you were able to come to the last meeting of the Hispanic roundtable “Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together”.  For those that could not make it, there were some interesting handouts.  If you would like a copy please get me your mailing address.  Here are the minutes of the meeting.   

I gave an update on my meetings with City of Richmond officials and their outreach programs to the Hispanic Community, and with the Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  Richmond has an Hispanic Liaison office and has created a successful network of agencies, companies and community leaders to promote integration of the more than 30,000 Hispanics in the metro area.  VHCC has been a leader in publicizing the positive economic impact of Hispanic workers and businesses.  Some of their approaches will work well in the Charlottesville area. 

Florencia Aranda presented the results of the previous week’s focus group study involving nearly 30 Hispanic leaders.  The focus groups were organized into breakout groups to discuss challenges they face and their coping strategies.  The effort was very successful not only in better understanding Hispanic needs in their own voices, but in allowing them to be a part of this organizing effort. 

Rhonda Miska reminded everyone of the October 15 Help Fair at Church of the Incarnation.  It will be from 10am-2pm.  Be sure to come by. 

Diane Taylor of CTS informed the group that she has received funding to develop a television program, to be called Zona Latina, that will feature public service information and cultural content in an English and Spanish format.  The program will be co-directed with Carlos Teran of the newspaper Nuevas Raices.  The show will start in January on the local ABC/19 station on Saturday mornings.  It is her goal to feature the information about all agencies so that members of the Latino community will be more informed.  If you have any agency videos you can send them to her and they may be included in the programs with Spanish subtitles.  See Diane for more information. 

IRC informed the group that it had received funding to offer some discounted interpretive services.  Those interested should contact Alan Shafir.   The UVA Hospital also has a new interpretive services center.

There was much discussion on the subject of carrying out more research on the Hispanic community to better understand their  needs and impact in the region.  IRC has applied for funding to complete an economic impact assessment of immigrants in the area, which would be a big contribution to this end.  I am seeking other funding for a more specific look at the Hispanic community and have been discussing different approaches with UVA’s Center for Survey Research.  Any suggestions on funding/partners are welcome.  The idea is that, through surveys, focus groups, and interviews we can get more specific and updated data then found in the 2000 census.  This will help us match our programs to their needs and will inform policy makers as they review budgets.

It was mentioned that Saphira Baker has results from an earlier study.  Shaphira, can you circulate that information? 

We all agreed that an effort needs to be made to bring key decision makers into our discussions and one method would be to organize a half-day symposium to present and discuss the many issues and information we are addressing and accumulating.  To that end, Diane Taylor agreed to lead a Working Group on Communication which will address language barrier issues as well as propose an approach to the symposium.  She is joined in the group by Susan Donovan, Alan Shafir, Jon Nafziger, Ray Coon, and Sue Moffett.

Another Working Group will propose Vision and Goals of Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  This group includes myself, Florencia Aranda, and Rhonda Miska.  Others are welcome. 

Meanwhile, we are forging ahead on the Help Fair and developing research strategies.

The next meeting will be October 6, 10am.  Both Working Groups will report out at that time.
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