February 17, 2006

Creciendo Juntos - Growing Together

Working Group Summaries

Education

1- Ownership of Educational Process

2- Parent Participation

3- Cultural Needs – Educational System Sensitivity Training

4- Assertiveness Training for Parents

5- Deeper Understanding of Educational issues

6- ESL and GED for Parents to set an example – Model the behavior

7- Break Barriers to accessibility to higher education – Example – UVA Culture

8- Loss of Hope – High functioning students need realistic goals

9- Multi Generational support of educational system to families

Health/Housing/Social

Challenges:

1- Transportation to areas off bus line

2- Language and cultural competence

3- Information about programs and how to access services

4- Health issues – access to proper mental health care

5- Housing – emergency needs

6- Information discrimination to Hispanic/latino community  - building trust

Actions:

1- Intra-agency collaborative effort to secure grant funding to meet interpretation needs

2- United Way Food Stamp outreach

3- Creating bi-lingual phone messages

4- Take services out to the community – ex. Strengthening families – Southwood – spring 2007

5- ESL

6- Solicit community input for accurate needs assessment

7- Training for services providers

8- Cultural sensitivity

9- How to use interpreters

10- Develop time-frame for actions

Communications

Challenges:

1- Title VI – obligations to provide information to everyone

2- Zona Latina- bilingual captioning program for TV and Cable

3- United Way – needs translation/bi-lingual contacts in the community

4- Piedmont Co. of the Arts – new web site – Spanish version

5- List of sources of public access to computers – ex. Public libraries

6- Nuevas Raices – needs English to Spanish translations

Action:

1- Creciendo Juntos – web site under way

2- Nuevas Raices

3- Zona Latina

4- Qualified interpreters

Legal

Issues:

1- Access to services provided by agencies – Title VI

2- How to best apply pressure

3- Lawsuit – convene groups to open topic – volunteers – database

4- Southwood – Tenants rights

Purpose of legal sub-committee

1- Support issues brought by committee members

a. Day laborer – workers rights

b. Taxation – no program in Cville and Alb. County to help

c. Immigration

d. Documentation $ - ex. Drivers license

e. Access to higher education

