“CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER”

MEETING AGENDA

January 17, 2006

Albemarle County Office Building Annex

5th Street Extended, Conference Room B
10:00-10:15 am
Welcome and Introductions 

10:15-10:45 am
Guest Speaker:  Tanya Gonzalez, Hispanic Liaison Office, 

City of Richmond

10:45-11:15 am
Open Discussion of Richmond’s experience and how it can guide Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together

11:15-11:30am
Announcements:  Biographical Sketches, Website, Logo, Fundraising Committee, Executive Committee, Upcoming Meetings
CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER

MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 17, 2006

NEW ACTION ITEMS

· Send bios and website feedback to Linda Hemby, lhemby@albemarle.org

· Send logo ideas to Rhonda Miska, rhonda@incarnationparish.org
MEETING DISCUSSION

Welcome and Introductions:  Peter Loach of PHA welcomed and initiated brief introductions of attendees.  Please see attached updated list of all CJ meeting attendees.

Guest Speaker: Tanya Gonzalez, Hispanic Liaison Office, City of Richmond:  Tanya provided background info and history of Colaborando Juntos, a metro-wide group in Richmond whose vision is to: identify needs and service delivery problems within diverse Hispanic community, exchange ideas, network, provide a common base of education across service providers, coordinate communication and integration. Tanya stressed the importance of formalizing CJ’s organizational structure, the benefit of using an outside facilitator ($75/hr) to establish the group’s statement of purpose, strategic planning and fundraising. Working with Leadership Metro Richmond, CJ established 2-3 year goals which identified a need to improve effective communication between agencies, increase partnerships and establish linkages with other diverse groups. Recommendations: core stewards - education, business, legal, family support; establish common goal of organizations, create common pool of data, facilitate collaboration and streamline duplicate services. Q & A followed. 

Announcements:  

· Tim Freilich of the Virginia Justice Ctr. For Farm & Immigrant Workers presented a brief overview of anti-immigrant House bills 262, 892, 1050, 1135, 287, 1051, 1046 and 487 and encouraged attendees to send messages to representatives in the General Assembly.  Father Paul Brant, from the Church of the Incarnation referenced the further impact of pending Federal legislation on immigration reform. 

· Peter Loach requested attendees that submit bios to indicate whether they are for public distribution. Bios are to be sent to Linda Hemby.

· Linda Hemby provided overview of topics on CJ proposed website, a work-in-progress being created with help from her son. Input and feedback may be forwarded to Linda.  Once initial feedback is received on the website index, the full content will be shared for comment.

· Rhonda Miska distributed a concept for the CJ logo. Attendees were encouraged to submit other ideas, we’ll pick three to review in future meeting.

· Peter Loach requested volunteers to work on a Fundraising Committee, and got OKs from Mary Spear (Focus Women’s Resource Center), Elizabeth Morris (Albemarle County Police), and Luciana Bernardo (Zona Latina)  A meeting will be set up.
Next Meeting Dates: The next two meetings of the Executive Committee are on Thursday, February 2, 2006, 12:00 PM and Monday, February 13, 2006, 4:00 PM at the Piedmont Housing Alliance office at 111 Monticello Avenue (suite 104) in the old Ivy Industry’s Bldg. The next full committee meeting will be on Friday, February 17, 2006 , 10:00 AM at the Albemarle County Office Building Annex. Michel Zajur, President and CEO of the Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce will be the guest speaker.

Piedmont Housing Alliance
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