“CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER”

Plenary

April 20, 2006

Albemarle County Office Building Annex

5th Street Extended, Conference Room B
AGENDA

10:00-10:15 am
Welcome and Introductions 

10:15-10:30 am
Guest Speaker:  Sindy Benavides, Constituent Services and Latino Liaison for Governor Tim Kaine

10:30-11:00 am
Open Discussion 

11:15-11:30 am
Immigration Reform update:  Tim Freilich, managing attorney, Virginia Justice Center; Paul Brant, S.J., and Rhonda Miska, Church of the Incarnation


MINUTES

Today’s guest presentation was given by Sindy Benavides, Deputy Director of Constituent Services and Latino Liaison for Governor Tim Kaine. Previously, Sindy served as Special Assistant to Constituent Services for the Transition Team and Latino Outreach Director for the Virginia Coordinated Campaign in 2005.  Sindy discussed her work for the Governor and outlined his priorities with respect to promoting services to the Latino community.  She noted that a number of key positions in the Kaine Administration have been filled by professionals of Latino origin.  Her office works to build a bridge between state Government and the Latino community.  Gov. Kaine has strengthened the Virginia Latino Advisory Commission by upgrading it from a Board.  The Governor is also focusing on converting government documents and forms into Spanish, translating the Governor’s website, strengthening community and policing relationships, and streamlining business start-ups for minorities. 

Ms. Benavides also spoke on issues of access to education, FAMIS, and other programs.

Pablo Davis, a former member of the Virginia Latino Advisory Board spoke of its role in giving a public voice to the community. The VLAB’s report can be found at: http://www.vlac.virginia.gov/pdfs/Revised%20Final.pdf
There was also an energetic discussion following Sindy’s presentation on all these issues, and she was encouraged to push forward and count on the Charlottesville area’s interest and involvement.

Related to the topical Immigration Reform debate, Tim Freilich, attorney at the Charlottesville office of the Virginia Justice Center, provided a presentation on the different legislative proposals, addressed their impact, and answered questions about them.  Jesuit Paul Brant, who leads the Spanish language mass at Incarnation Church, discussed the recent pro-immigration role of the churches in lobbying and other activities.  Rhonda Miska, Social Justice Minister at Incarnation Church, shared her observations of the massive pro-immigration rally in Washington, D.C. on April 10, 2006, and of area residents who bussed or caravanned to support the event. 

