“CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER”

Plenary Meeting 

June 22, 2006
Albemarle County Office Building Annex

5th Street Extended, Conference Room B

AGENDA

10:00-10:05 am

Welcome  

10:05-10:50 am
Presentation:  The CJ Website – Overview and Feedback

Linda Hemby, Albemarle County Department of Social Services

10:50-11:30 am 
Update on National Immigration Legislation




Update from Working Groups

Discussion of Plenary and Forum Topics

Strategic Planning Retreat

Meeting Dates

Other Announcements

11:30 am

Adjourn

MINUTES
INTRODUCTION

Peter Loach started the Plenary by welcoming newcomers and reading the agenda.  He then introduced the scheduled speakers Linda Hemby and Rolando Mendez, who are responsible for the Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together web site:  www.cj-network.org  Linda coordinates content development and organization; Rolando is the site’s webmaster.

PRESENTATION 

The scheduled presentation was a virtual tour of the Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together web site, including each of its 19 sections.  The presentation made the following general points about the website:

The website organizes and shares information on Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together, on services and issues available to the Central Virginia Latino population, and identifies and provides resources – studies, statistics, books, workshops – about both the local Latino population and Latinos in Virginia.  

The website is a tool for service providers to enhance customer service to the local Latino community.

The website is also a valuable reference for policy makers, educators and students looking at the Latino population, for developing or planning an event related to the local Latino community, and among other uses, for statistical data to incorporate into funding proposals for projects serving Latinos in the Albemarle-Charlottesville area.

While the website has Spanish language links and resources, right now it is largely an English language clearinghouse.  

Development plans for the website include a Spanish language version oriented to the local Latino population.

A map of the website can be found at:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjabout/SITE_MAP.html 
The presentation generated discussion about problems the Latino population has in accessing government and hospital services.  Board of Supervisor Sally Thomas asked what Albemarle County can do to respond to these problems.  Linda Hemby suggested that the County educate and reinforce its Department heads about their responsibilities under federal access laws and that CJ make a presentation before the Board of Supervisors.  Ms. Thomas responded that she would follow up on these suggestions.
OTHER TOPICS

-Rhonda Miska, Social Justice Minister from the Church of the Incarnation, gave an update on the Health, Housing and Social Services Working Group and its planning of the Help Fair in October, targeted to linking Latinos to service providers.  

-Tim Freilich of the Legal Aid Justice Center provided an update about the immigration reform proposals being debated in the U.S. Congress.
-Peter Loach announced that there will be a Strategic Planning Retreat in October to identify both persons who can commit time to coordinating specific CJ activities and to plan those activities.  Participants will include service providers who work closely with the Latino population and policy makers.
The next plenary is Tuesday, July 25, 2006.  The cultural sensitivity presentation will be led by Dilcia Colindres, a Honduran who has lived in the U.S. for twenty years and works at Thomas Jefferson CHIP.
