“CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER”

Plenary Meeting 

Thursday, November 16, 2006

Albemarle County Office Building Annex

5th Street Extended, Conference Room A

Notes taken by Peter Loach
CJ's November Plenary focused on Education.  A panel discussion was organized by the CJ Education Working Group, coordinated by Gloria Rockhold of Albemarle County Public Schools (ACPS).  The panel included:

Courtney Stewart - ESOL Coordinator for Albemarle County Public Schools (and

Catec)
Laura Anderson - Region Ten Strengthening Families Program at Cale Elementary 
Sharon Root, Migrant Education in Albemarle County Public Schools Gloria Rockhold - Coordinator, Latino Career and Community Relations, Albemarle County Public Schools

Presentations were followed by a lively discussion.  The growth in ESOL students in the region has been significant and the school systems are working hard to meet this challenge.  Albemarle County has had a long-running commitment to help migrant farmworker students, adult ESOL students, and other special needs groups.  Region Ten has also launched a new program involving Latinos and others to help strengthen the family and promote education.  One of the major obstacles facing all service providers of education is the barrier to higher education faced by undocumented high schoolers.  There is little incentive for them to stay in school and study hard without the possibility of going to college.

All these programs face budget challenges to adjusting to the on-going demographic shifts.
SEE http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/DemographicsAugust252006.xls an Excel document providing Albemarle County enrollment statistics for Latino students during the school years 1999-2000, 2005-2006, and 2006-2007.

ALSO SEE http://www.cj-network.org/latinos_area.html for other resources relating to Latinos in area schools.
