CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER

PLENARY -  NOVEMBER 14, 2007

10 am – Noon, Albemarle County 5th Street Office Building, Room A

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & LATINOS
Plenary Notes by Rhonda Miska

This CJ plenary was presented by Marie Murray (Shelter for Help in Emergency), Gloria Rockhold (Albemarle County Schools), Sandra Abbott (Victim/Witness Protection Program at the Albemarle County Police Department), and Gretchen Ellis from the Foothills Child Advocacy Program

Marie Murray opened the plenary with a quiz on domestic violence that highlighted the following facts:
· many cases of domestic violence are never reported, especially cases experienced by people in a higher income bracket

· domestic violence is not more common among low income individuals, it is present across income levels and educational levels

· domestic violence is not caused by alcohol/drug use, though that is often a component

· most abusers don’t have a criminal history

· more than ½ of the women murdered in Virginia are killed by an intimate partner

· perpetrators of domestic violence look for women they perceive as vulnerable

· most domestic violence occurs during the evenings and weekends

· early life experiences are the single greatest contributors to domestic violence, it is a learned behavior, a dysfunctional way of dealing with conflict

· domestic violence impacts every member of the family, and society at large

· children and pets are often abused as a means of control

· a child who is either a victim or witness of domestic violence doesn’t thrive, develops special needs, and doesn’t develop skills in how to relate to the opposite sex

· it is easier for an abuser to learn to stop being physically abusing than verbally abusive

· abusers are often more abusive when a woman is pregnant because she is more vulnerable

· a woman goes back between seven and twelve times before permanently leaving an abusive partner

Marie continued her presentation:


Domestic violence is about control – it starts with flattery, lots of attention and protective behavior, when a man tries to control what his partner wears, who she spends time with, etc.  It escalates and a hierarchy of power is created in the relationship and leads to physical violence and psychological abuse.

A brief video from “House of Ruth” – a shelter for victims of domestic violence – was aired.  The video highlighted that every fourteen seconds in the United States, a woman is abused by the man she loves.  2 out of 3 women will be victims of domestic violence.  Perpetrators are not simply angry and out of control, rather, their actions are planned and intentional.  Perpetrators develop a sense of entitlement and power.  Domestic violence impacts health care costs, causes absenteeism at work, impacts children.  Perpetrators must hold men accountable, and domestic violence must be treated as a crime.

After the video, several questions were posed by attendees, which the presenters responded to:

How effective is treatment?  Anger control isn’t enough.  Court-ordered programs tend to be less effective than the development of a long-term voluntary therapeutic relationship

Is intimate partner violence a problem among teenagers?  Teenagers may be more vulnerable to flattery and the controlling behavior displayed by a jealous boyfriend.

Is domestic violence a problem among those who have returned from war?  The Armed Forces have instituted a program from veterans returning who have PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder), statistically there is a higher incidence of domestic violence in military families

If there is violence among extended families living together (eg two brothers and their respective wives and children living in the same house, as is common with Latino immigrants) is that considered domestic violence?  Yes

Sandra Abbott (Victim/Witness Protection Program at the Albemarle County Police Department) was the next presenter.  
She informed the group of a fund that is available to help victims cover costs such as moving expenses, counseling, mileage to counseling, etc.  She spoke about examples of assault and battery, which includes not just punching but any unwanted touching, and is a misdemeanor crime.  She explained different kinds of protective orders - which charge the offender to have no further contact, trespass, or abuse - and how they can be attained.  She also spoke of other possible charges, including stalking and malicious wounding.  Ms. Abbott provided English and Spanish brochures with more information about the Victim/Witness Protection Program.   (Could we put this brochure on the CJ website as a link?)

Ms. Abbott spoke of what a typical day is for her:  looking through police reports for warrants and emergency protective orders.  She tries to make contact with the victim within the first 72 hours when the emergency protective order is in place.  She explains what legal options are available to the victims, and hears their fears and concerns, and arranges meetings with the Commonwealth attorney, if the victim is interested.  She partners with Child and Adult Protective Services, as well as the Shelter for Help in Emergency.

Gretchen Ellis from the Foothills Child Advocacy Program was the final presenter.
Foothills Child Advocacy Program works with children who are both victims and witnesses of violence and is a one stop place for children who are victims to have a one time forensic interview, so as to not have to repeat the story and be retraumatized.  Foothills accompanies children through the process and provides case managements.  To become involved with the program, children must be referred by a social worker or police worker.  Foothills collaborates with Piedmont CASA, the police, and the departments of social services.  Foothills has had Spanish speaking clients and is working to train Spanish-speakers to do forensic interviews.  It is funded by state and federal funds and is looking for more funding.  Foothills has also developed a program called KidsWatch which provides ongoing intervention to children exposed to domestic violence.  The purpose of KidsWatch is to decrease trauma.  The program got started at Clark school when statistics made is clear that 80% of kids exposed to domestic violence failed their SOLs as compared to 40% of the overall school population.   Over 1/3 of juvenile offenders have witnessed violence in the home as children.  
-----------------------------------------------------------
ONLINE REFERENCES
Cited by Linda Hemby

National Latino Alliance for the Elimination of Domestic Violence

http://www.dvalianza.org 

Latinas & Domestic Violence

List of concerns by Latinas and links to other related resources.
http://www.mujereslatinasenaccion.org/Latinas%20&%20DV.html 
Tapestri, Inc. 

Non-profit dedicated to ending violence and oppression in refugee and immigrant communities, using culturally competent and appropriate methods. As advocates for refugee and immigrant families affected by domestic violence, sexual assault and exploitation, we are committed to using education, community organizing, direct services and advocacy to effect change in the lives of these families.  

http://www.tapestri.org 
Shelter for Help in Emergency

Charlottesville non-Profit advocating against domestic violence and protecting victims.  Has Latina workers.

www.shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
Office:  434/293-6155

Hotline:  434/293-8509

Sexual Assault Resource Agency

Charlottesville non-Profit advocating against sexual violence and protecting victims.  Has bilingual (Spanish/English) workers.

http://www.sexualassaultresources.org
Office:  434/293-7273

Hotline:  434/977-7273

OTHER

Albemarle County Victim/Witness Protection

434/296-5830

Access Denied:  Barriers to Remedies Under the Violence Against Women Act for Limited English Proficient Battered Immigrant Women (2005)

http://www.wcl.american.edu/journal/lawrev/54/morgan.pdf?rd=1 
Text for making flyers:

Domestic Violence and Latinas

According to the U.S. Census, in 2005 those of Hispanic/Latino origin made up six percent of the total population of Virginia.  That percentage is expected to go up to 8 percent by 2020, so it may be beneficial to see how domestic violence impacts this community in particular.

Did you know...

The rate of intimate partner violence for Hispanic women, like women of other races, peaked at ages 20-24.¹ 

In a study of Latina women in the Washington D.C. metropolitan area, 27 percent of the battered immigrant women surveyed stated their fear of being reported to immigration authorities as their primary reason for remaining in an abusive relationship.¹ 
48 percent of Latinas in one study reported that their partner’s violence against them had increased since they immigrated to the U.S.¹
Hispanic women are more likely than non-Hispanic women to report instances of domestic violence. ¹
In Mexico, a law called “abandono de hogar” punishes women who leave their homes, even to flee violence.  Women convicted of “abandoning the home” often lost custody of their children.  Some Mexican women immigrats erroneously believe that this law applies in the U.S. ²
In the Latino culture women are often designated to the roles of wife and mother.  It is socially unacceptable to be divorced, to marry several times, or to remain single and have children out of wedlock.  For these reasons, it may take some time for battered women to consider leaving their partners. ³
¹Callie Marie Rennison, U.S. Dep't of Justice, NCJ 187635, Intimate Partner Violence and Age of Victim, 1993-1999, at 4, 2001.
²Mujers Latinas En Accion: Latinas and Domestic Violence.  Available at http://www.mujereslatinasenaccion.org/indext.html.

³Wilson, K.J.  When Violence Begins at Home: A Comprehensive Guide to Understanding and Ending Domestic Abuse (124), 2005.

Immigrants & Domestic Violence

Did you know...

48 percent of Latinas in one study reported that their partner's violence against them had increased since they immigrated to the United States. 

Married immigrant women experience higher levels of physical and sexual abuse than unmarried immigrant women, 59.5 percent compared to 49.8 percent, respectively. 
Abusers often use their partner’s immigration status as a tool of control.  In such situations, it is common for a batterer to exert control over his/her partner’s immigration status in order to force her to remain in the relationship.
Immigrant women often suffer higher rates of battering than U.S. citizens because they may come from cultures that accept domestic violence or because they have less access to legal and social services than U.S. citizens.  Additionally, immigrant batterers and victims may believe that the penalties and protections of the U.S. legal system do not apply to them.

Immigrant women often feel trapped in abusive relationships because of immigration laws, language barriers, social isolation, and lack of financial resources.

Family Violence Prevention Fund, The Facts on Immigrant Women and Domestic Violence (2006), http://endabuse.org/resources/facts/Immigrant.pdf.

