“CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER”

Plenary Meeting 

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Albemarle County Office Building Annex

5th Street Extended, Conference Room A

AGENDA

10:00 – 10:05 am
Welcome and Review of Agenda




Peter Loach

10:05 – 10:15 am
General Update of CJ Activities




Peter Loach

10:15 – 11:15 am
Barbara Cornicello, Director of Communications and Outreach for the Parent Educational Advocacy Training Center (PEATC)

11:15 – 11:30 am
Announcements

11:30 am
Adjourn

MEETING OVERVIEW

Peter Loach welcomed guests, advised them of the agenda and invited revisions (none 

were made), and asked newcomers to identify themselves.  Among first time participants were a

representative from MACAA’s head start program and students from Monticello High School who

are interested in volunteering in the Latino community.

Peter provided an overview of CJ’s mission and activities vis-à-vis a new 19 slide power point 

presentation located at:  

http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/April-2007_Plenary_Overview.pdf 
Barbara Cornicello also used a power point presentation to talk about PEATC (Parent Education 

Advocacy Training Center).  PEATC is a statewide parent education, support, training and 

information center committed to helping children with disabilities, their families and the 
professionals who serve them. It has offices in Richmond and Northern Virginia.  Its initiatives 

include:  online reading and literacy initiatives; an innovative Internet-based, hands-on, interactive 
instructional tool designed to teach parents, teachers, volunteers, teaching assistants and others 
literacy skills necessary to teach children having reading difficulties in grades 4 through 8; 

juvenile justice initiative; outreach to Latinos and the Afro-American communities; MECCT 

(infusing cultural competency into early childhood programs); developing training curriculum to 
help professionals in foster care, social services and juvenile justice understand how to help 
children in need of special education resources; and among other initiatives, workshops is 
designed to help families prepare their high school graduates for transition from student life in 
school to adult life in the community.  Information about PEATC and its activities can be found at 

www.peatc.org  
Barbara, who is bilingual (English/Spanish) stated that her interest is expanding outreach in the 

Latino community, working with newspapers and a Richmond radio station, and visiting networks 

serving Latinos.  She said there is a large community of Latinos on the Eastern Shore and only 

one person serving them.  She believes it would be beneficial to all groups serving Latinos to hold 

a meeting to share information, resources, and experiences.  PEATC is investing in cultural 
competency research, developing community-based strategies and exploring funding resources 
in order to better serve the specific needs of the Latino communities.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dela Alexander from the Social Issues in Medicine course announced that she is seeking volunteer opportunities in the community for its 1st year medical students to perform their 30 hours of community service.  The 30 hours must be completed during one semester:  fall 2007 or winter 2008.  Rather than do them in one large chunk, students should be able to spread out their volunteer hours over 10 weeks or so, e.g. 3 hours/week. da7r@virginia.edu, 434-982-6317, www.med-ed.virginia.edu/courses/sim 

Peter encouraged everyone to convince their agency heads to attend the May Plenary that will be a 4 hour workshop about LEP policy.  Paul Cushing, Regional Manager of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Office of Civil Rights, based in Philadelphia, who covers Virginia in terms of civil rights with respect to language access. He will give a positive talk to help agencies understand their rights and obligations, while also clarifying when his office engages in litigation against non-compliance.  The Plenary is scheduled for May 24, 9 – noon, at the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended.
