“CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER”

Plenary Meeting:  ROUNDABLE

Thursday, August 23, 2007

Albemarle County Office Building Annex

5th Street Extended, Conference Room A
10 am – 11:30 am
Overview Prepared By:  Linda Hemby

Introduction:  
Peter Loach opened up the plenary reminding attendees that the meeting would be conducted as a Roundtable, with each participant identifying who they are, what agency they work for, and what services their agency has that are oriented to the Latino population.  Peter also encouraged people to ask questions and comment on these presentations.

Linda Hemby provided an overview of the CJ web site, stressing its purpose as a clearinghouse that gathers, updates, and provides information on the local Latino population on service providers working with them, and on resources available to both.  She also mentioned how the web site collects information on Latinos in Virginia and contains a section of studies and statistics dispelling myths about Latinos as a group.  
Linda encouraged service providers to update their agencies information in the English and Spanish resource guides prepared by Cheryl Ribano and available at http://www.cj-network.org/resource.html In the same section is the directory of area bilingual mental health providers that Cheryl is also working on.

Linda reminded attendees that they are invited to use the weekly Alert to announce job vacancies, volunteer recruitments, focus groups, new activities, events and other information related to enhancing services to Latinos.  An archive of the Alerts is available at:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html 
Roundtable:

Nicole Jackson – Charlottesville Social Services.  She is a bilingual eligibility worker and helps CPS Latino applicants as well.  CDSS has a Spanish language phone line and contracts IRC interpreters to work with its limited English proficiency clients.  The State agency has translated many applications and forms into several languages, including Spanish.
Laura Brown – Albemarle County Public Schools.  Laura is a bilingual worker in the unit including Migrant Ed, Adult Ed and ESOL.    

· Migrant Ed offers free English classes and case management to apple and grape pickers. http://schoolcenter.k12albemarle.org/education/dept/dept.php?sectionid=2088 
· Adult Ed offers English classes and a GED in Spanish.  Classes begin in September. http://schoolcenter.k12albemarle.org/education/dept/dept.php?sectionid=1806 
· The homeless program helps children stay in the same school while families are displaced and also helps qualified homeless families with free lunch, clothing and other assistance. http://schoolcenter.k12albemarle.org/education/dept/dept.php?sectionid=3813 
· The ESOL program provides family support case management, communication between schools and homes, and offers tutoring and mentoring.  The program is looking for volunteers. http://schoolcenter.k12albemarle.org/education/dept/dept.php?sectiondetailid=14813&sc_id=1190476448 
Gloria Rockhold – Albemarle County Public Schools.  She is the bilingual Coordinator of the Latino Career and Community Relations office.
John Dunn – Planned Parenthood. John is new to the area and previously worked 30 years directing an international family planning agency. He is volunteering for PP.  The Cville office has no bilingual staff nor does it use translators. The national PP website has materials in Spanish. www.plannedparenthood.org 
Michael Tsai – International Rescue Committee (IRC).  The international non-profit helps settle refugees in our area; 99% of whom are not Latinos.  The IRC does serve Latinos through interpretation services. http://www.theirc.org/where/the_irc_in_charlottesville.html 
Mary Frances Porter – Commission on Child and Family.  The planning and advisory body for the City of Charlottesville and County of Albemarle, works to improve outcomes for children and their families.  It has some materials in Spanish and does not have bilingual staff.    http://www.ccfinfo.org
Della Alexander – UVA School of Medicine Social Issues in Medicine Course places 1st year medical students in agencies for one semester committed to providing 30 hours of volunteer hours.  Two bilingual students are presently assigned to the CJ Health Promoter Working Group and will be helping the group with a health assessment in Southwood. http://www.med-ed.virginia.edu/courses/sim/
Cheryl Ribando – Resource Guide Author.  Cheryl prepared a Spanish and English resource guides, for Latinos and service providers working with them, in 1995.  She is presently updating them and is also working with Linda Hemby on developing a bilingual mental health directory.  These materials can be found at  http://www.cj-network.org/resource.html 
Laura Anderson- Region Ten Strengthening Families Program .  This family-focused prevention program providing support for families with 6-11 year olds lasts 14 weeks and has three components: a behavioral parent training program, a children's skills training program, and family skills training program. Primary outcomes include reduced family conflict, aggressiveness and substance abuse, as well as improved youth social skills, parenting skills, and family communication and organization. The program is free of charge to participants. Childcare and transportation is also offered free of charge to those in need. The program is offered in Spanish at several Albemarle schools and currently has openings for 6 more families to joining the new 14 week program beginning September 1. 
Maria Williams – ARC of the Piedmont. Maria is a bilingual social worker in the early intervention program that serves families with infants ages birth through three with disabilities, developmental delays, or who are at risk of developing delays. The program offers developmental assessments, cognitive skills building, speech therapy, occupational therapy and physical therapy for infants. For parents, it provides counseling, developmental guidance and education.http://www.thearcofthepiedmont.org/services-idp.shtml 
Diane Taylor – Zona Latina.  The bilingual TV magazine will be expanding to Harrisonburg in September. www.wvaw.tv 
Carlos Teran – Nuevas Raices.  Carlos co-produces Zona Latina with Diane Taylor in addition to being a reporter and editor for the Spanish language paper Nuevas Raíces. http://www.nuevasraices.com 
Rhonda Miska – Church of the Incarnation.  Rhonda is the bilingual Social Justice Minister and also helps with the Hispanic Ministry that includes Sunday masses in Spanish and advocacy on behalf of Latinos. The church’s most recent initiative includes coordinating weekly meetings for the new Immigration Solidarity Group. http://www.incarnationparish.org 
Holly Hatcher – Charlottesville Area Community Foundation.  This area foundation has no funds earmarked for Latinos but has been encouraging CJ service providers to develop grant proposals for their ongoing or proposed Latino initiatives.  http://www.cacfonline.org 
Tim Freilich – Legal Aid Justice Center.  The center has bilingual workers working in the areas of migrant employment concerns, child advocacy (with UVA), and immigration law (with UVA).  Its Civil Advocacy Program has some bilingual volunteers helping lawyers provide assistance with housing and other issues. http://www.justice4all.org 
Dilcia Colindres – Shelter for Help in Emergencies.  While Dilcia now manages a English speaking caseload with the domestic violence agency, SHE does have other bilingual staff helping its Latino victims.  Dilcia is a member of the CJ Health Promoter Working Group. http://www.shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
Marie Murray – Shelter for Help in Emergencies.  Marie is one of SHE’s bilingual caseworkers and among her community activities, she is a member of CJ’s Executive Committee. She is also helping the CJ Health Promoter Working Group organize its September Help Fair in Southwood.

Lindsey Holcomb – Sexual Assault Resource Agency.  Lindsey is SARA’s the bilingual outreach coordinator.  She is a public health professional who is also a member of the CJ Health Promoter Working Group. www.sexualassaultresources.org 
Janet Muse – Blue Ridge Care Connection for Children.  This agency provides Case management for children with a prolonged illness with coordinating appointments; school issues; parent to parent advice and guidance; advocating with insurance companies and Medicaid; advice concerning social issues; community resources; advice regarding medications; and help finding funding resources.  http://www.healthsystem.virginia.edu/Internet/blueridgecc  
Jose Pais – Virginia Housing Development Authority.  Jose is VHDA’s Hispanic outreach officer who assists Hispanic communities by cultivating relationships with existing local resources.  Among services provided to Cville Latinos, he has provided workshops on home ownership, loans and mortgages. http://www.vhda.com/vhda_com/Template_a.asp?VHDA_COM_PAGE_NAME=REACHHispanicOutreacheng 
Jon Nafzinger – United Way.  

Martha Trujillo – United Way.  Martha was recently hired to provide information and referral services to Latinos contacting this agency. Martha joined the CJ Health Promoter Working Group and is helping Cheryl Ribano update the CJ resource guides.   http://www.unitedwaytja.org  
Peter Loach – Piedmont Housing Alliance. Peter is the deputy director for the non-profit that provides home ownership counseling, fair housing education, community financing, home ownership and rental housing. He assists all PHA’s Latino clients and helps the agency with Spanish language materials. Peter is one of the principal founders of CJ and is a member of its Executive Committee. http://www.piedmonthousingalliance.org 
Linda Hemby – Albemarle Social Services.  ADSS has a bilingual receptionist and one bilingual Eligibility Worker in both its Adult and Family & Children units.  The agency contracts IRC and Tele-Interpreter to assist limited English proficiency clients and uses Spanish language applications and forms for its Latino clients.  Linda has been the coordinator of the CJ Southwood Working Group since 2005, is a member of the CJ Executive Committee, and organized and is the advisor to the CJ Health Promoter Working Group.  She also manages the CJ website with her son Rolando, a UVA student, and prepares the CJ weekly Alerts.
Adjournment:  

Peter Loach adjourned the meeting at 11:40.  Many people remained in the meeting room until noon, networking with service providers.

Note:  To add or correct these notes, please send an email to lhemby@albemarle.org 
