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Notes taken by Nila Saliba

PRESENTATIONS
CJ's January Plenary organized by the Community Services Working Group focused on the importance of interpretation.  
A video from the Maryland Department of Health, “Senora de la Cruz,” was shown. It is available free by calling 410-649-0510.

The first speaker, Patricia Reagan, UVa graduate student and instructor, described access rights projects suggested by CJ Executive Committee member Linda Hemby and conducted by Reagan’s Spanish class. One project in Southwood involved a door-to-door canvassing activity to inform Latino residents about their right to an interpreter and to provide them a tool to gain access (an English language card requesting an interpreter). The other project involved UVa students calling  and speaking in Spanish to  some 30 local agencies to ascertain what mechanisms offices have to facilitate communication and services to the Spanish language community.  Four agencies provided bilingual speakers, 5 callers were referred to a Spanish language voice mail, and at the remaining 21 agencies staff spoke only English, did not offer interpreter services, and consequently impeded access.

The second speaker was Svetlana Shulgan from Blue Ridge AHEC Community Interpreter Services in Harrisonburg.  She talked about how the program began in 2000 as a result of Title VI requirements for equal access to services vis-à-vis interpreter services. In 2006, the service received requests for more than 5000 encounters in Spanish and 800 in Russian plus seven other languages. Their services now include a training program in medical interpretation, training for community programs such as schools, and proficiency testing for gauging the level of bilingual skills. During the discussion the following points were made:

· Patients and clients cannot be charged for interpreter services per Title VI. The Office of Civil Rights helps educate about regulations. Resources for enforcement are limited.

· Fatima Sharif, Virginia Dept of Health, mentioned a website, www.CLASActVirginia.org, that offers a resource guide for culturally and linguistically appropriate health care services.
A Community Health Interpreter Service 2007 Brochure can be downloaded at:
http://www.brahec.jmu.edu/PDF/chis_brochure_2007.pdf 

To complement information provided by the speakers, CJ distributed access rights information from its website:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/imm-acess.html 

Nuevas Raíces offered the lastest edition of its newspaper containing a Spanish language article about the UVA access rights projects.  http://www.nuevasraices.com/content/templates/articulosnr.asp?articleid=3329&zoneid=6 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
· The Executive Committee has decided on 6 plenary sessions annually: January (organized by Community Services Working Group), February (organizational meeting), April (by the Communications Working Group), June, September and November. Four working groups will be active in 2007: Education, Community Services, Business and Workforce, and Southwood. Jo Olson and Rebecca Schmidt will coordinate membership and orientation activities.

· QCC and Church of the Incarnation are cooperating on an immigration event

· Women’s Health Virginia is sponsoring a juried art show by women and about women and girls. The show will be exhibited at Thomas Jefferson Memorial Church Unitarian Universalist from March 25 to May 6. Entry deadline is February 20. Awards given. More information: 434-220-4500 or www.womenshealthvirginia.org 

· United Way is sponsoring recognition awards for non-profit leaders. Cash prize $2500. Forms at www.unitedwaytja.org
· QCC upcoming activities: a community organizing class 1-3:30 pm Mondays;  community conversations about poverty Tuesdays and Thursdays for two weeks beginning February 22; Drop In Homework Club taught by UVa Day in the Life Of students beginning February 7 from 4 to 5:30 p.m., including a half hour Spanish instruction; indoors QCC Walks! at 9 am Saturday, Feb. 3, starting in the lobby of the old hospital at UVa. Heart healthy breakfast provided.  For information on the QCC, visit http://cvilleqcc.com/default.aspx 

