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      Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

                                          Monthly Plenary

   September 10, 2008

ROUNDTABLE:  LEARNING FROM, CONTRIBUTING TO, AND NETWORKING WITH THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB, BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS AND THE GIRL SCOUTS

Agenda 

(Revised)

Welcome & Introductions 

Linda Hemby

Presentations (10 minutes each)

Leontyne Peck, Girl Scouts

Anne Oliver, Big Brothers Big Sisters

Tim Lansing, Boy Scouts
Davina Fournier, Computers4Kids

Deb Shapiro, Camping for All

Tim Sinatra, Boys & Girls Club

Questions & Answers (25 minutes)

Announcements & Adjournment

Peter Loach

Overview
During the welcome and discussion period of the plenary, Linda Hemby stressed that CJ members have shown that it is not always necessary to have resources to reach out and work with the Latino community.  She identified many local initiatives where service providers have joined together, sharing their resources, (expertise, contacts, bilingual volunteers, translation skills, outreach opportunities, infrastructure, etc.) to launch new and innovative projects geared to Latino children and parents.  Some of these service providers were present at the plenary.
Presentations

This plenary originally sought to offer a forum for three local organizations in the greater Charlottesville community that have an interest in expanding their services to the Latino community:  the Girl Scounts, Big Brothers Big Sisters, and the Boys & Girls Club.  Due to the interest expressed in this event, three other groups were added:  Boy Scouts, Computers4Kids, and Camping for All.

Over 40 individuals attended this plenary during which leaders of each group described their local work and interest in recruiting more Latino children and Latino or other adult volunteer mentors. As happens at all CJ monthly plenaries, attendees mixed before and after the plenary to network, discussing possible partnering activities and collecting written materials (from brochures on local child mentoring programs and flyers on upcoming events to a Spanish language resource guide)., Among other opportunities, many enjoyed coffee and donuts while they talked.

Re information tables, the Girl Scouts set up an entire table, offering many informative and helpful materials and free girl scout cookies.  To begin her presentation, Leontyne showed a 6 minute video that underlined the importance of her agency’s work. 

During his presentation, Boys & Girls Club Tim Sinatra shared a power point presentation of the Comcast Clean Up Day in May 2008, in which the Boys & Girls Club and Habitat organized Southwood residents, many who are Latino, to take charge of the clean up day, including defining priorities and managing teams of Comcast and Southwood volunteers and the activities they were involved in.  [Note:  Tim’s power point presentation will be available later in the month on the Southwood webpage:  http://www.cj-network.org/southwood.html ]

Tim also mentioned the lack of trust amongst Latinos and other poor individuals, largely due to services providers who have not followed through on their promises.  He also stressed the importance of sustainability mechanisms to ensure the recipients of our efforts are empowered to help themselves and each other, and the need for agencies to get beyond ideas of ownership and turf so they can truly serve the community in partnerships with like minded agencies and individuals.  
The following persons introduced their agencies.  Linda extended their invitations to all attendees to share the word about these programs, to recommend children and adults (Latinos and others, even good-hearted ones who do not speak Spanish), to feel free to approach these groups about partnering, and to advise them about outreach activities. 

Leontyne Peck

Girl Scouts

Girl Scouts help girls, ages 5 - 17, build character and skills for success in the real world. In partnership with committed adult volunteers, girls develop qualities that will serve them all their lives, like leadership, strong values, social conscience, and conviction about their own potential and self-worth. 

Contact info:  lpeck@gsvsc.org, 296-5156 (Option 6, Option 1)
URL:  http://www.gsvsc.org
Anne Oliver
Big Brothers Big Sisters

This group is known as the oldest, largest and most effective youth mentoring organization in the US, helping children reach their potential through professionally supported, one-to-one relationships with mentors and with school based programs.  The group came to Charlottesville in April 2008.
Contact info:  anne@bbbscharlottesville.org, 244-0882 
URL:  http://bbbsocbr.com 
Jim Lansing

Boy Scouts

The local Boy Scouts offer indoor and outdoor games, meetings, ceremonies, skill events - all in the name of developing good character, good citizenship, sportsmanship, healthy growth in mind and body, getting along with others, developing new interests, doing one’s best and being helpful courteous and kind.  It invites referrals of boys, grades 1 – 5, and too, of Latino or other adults who would be interested in being a leader or assisting in other ways.

Contact info:  Richard Bogan, monticello763@hotmail.com , 882-0611 and Jackie Newton, jackie@shortinsuranceltd.com , 434-977-4815 (trabajo) 434-996-7614 (celular)
URL:  http://www.bsa-sjac.org 

Davina Fournier

Computers4Kids

This after-school technology mentoring program for disadvantaged youth strives to improve low income youth's computer and learning skills through caring mentorship, structured training, a vibrant learning environment, and access to a computer at home.  They have ESL students but lack mentors to help them.
Contact info:  davina@computers4kids.net, 817-1121

URL:  http://www.computers4kids.net 
Deborah Shapiro

Camping for All

This initative aims to increase camping opportunities for people with special needs by offering referral services, trying to match up individuals with the perfect camp for them, tracking camps that serve special needs folks, and providing technical assistance to groups with camps so they can respond to the special needs population.

Contact info:  camping4all@earthlink.net, 806-8835
Tim Sinatra
The Boys and Girls Club
The club, that primarily serves minorities, strives to enable young people, especially the disadvantaged, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens and otherwise, to offer youth a place to go to stay out of trouble.  The Club has been functioning with insufficient infrastructure.  It just opened a facility in the Southwood trailer park that has a community room available to groups working with Southwood residents.  The Club will also build a facility at Buford Middle School that will be designed to serve over 400 kids a day, with a dedicated wing that will strictly be for teenagers.  
Contact info:  tsinatra@bgclubcville.org, 293-3191
URL:  http://www.bgclubcville.org/  
Questions & Answers
A member of one of the presenting agencies who works outside Charlottesville observed that the CJ network is an important service to learn from, contribute to, and to use as a networking tool.

Linda asked all attendees to introduce themselves and identify their agencies.  Some of the attendees included first-timers, like a pastor and his wife who are organizing a Spanish speaking church focused on service, and a new Albemarle County police officer who is Latino and  interested in assisting the Latino community and agencies helping them.  Linda pointed out long-time CJ members, identifying some of their contributions to the community.
Announcements & Adjournment

Peter Loach thanked everyone for coming and made reminders about picking up materials on the information tables and for consulting the CJ Community Announcement section  about upcoming events [http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html]. 
