CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER

PLENARY – April 16, 2008

10 am – 11:30, Albemarle County 5th Street Office Building, Room A
Isn’t She a Little Young: Understanding Statutory Rape and Sexual Coercion of Minor Teens within the Latino Community.

Agenda

Welcome and Introductions

Presentations

Lindsey Holcomb, Outreach Advocate, Sexual Assault Resource Agency (SARA)

Robert Franklin, Male Outreach Coordinator, Division of Injury and Violence Prevention, Virginia Department of Health (VDH)

Laura Brown, Migrant Advocate with Albemarle County Schools Migrant Education Department and Family Support Worker with Albemarle County Schools International ESOL Office

Questions and Answers

Announcements and Adjournment

Today’s activity was organized by Creciendo Juntos, a network of government, non-profit, faith based organizations, businesses, and individuals serving the Latino population in the greater Charlottesville area. For more information, visit www.cj-network.org  To receive the weekly Alert newsletter, write Peter Loach at petrel@piedmonthousing.org
Summary

Welcome & Introductions

Peter Loach opened the plenary, welcoming newcomers and ongoing participants, and presented Lindsey Holcomb, the plenary organizer.

Presentations

Lindsey Holcomb 

Lindsey began by welcoming everyone to the April plenary and explained that April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month. Lindsey stated that she is the outreach advocate at the Sexual Assault Resource Agency (SARA), is a member of the Executive Committee of Creciendo Juntos, and is co-directing the Lay Health Promoter Program. Lindsey said that today’s plenary would focus on statutory sexual assault and Latina teens.  Hispanics led the nation in teen births in 2004, with 82.6 children born per 1,000 girls ages 15 to 19, according to data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The national rate in that age range was 41.1 births per thousand girls. The CDC data shows Mexican and Puerto Rican girls at an especially high risk, and both groups have settled in Virginia in significant numbers.

Lindsey introduced two speakers, Robert Franklin from the Virginia Department of Health and Laura Brown from Albemarle County School system. 

Robert Franklin

Bob introduced himself as the Male Outreach Coordinator with the Division of Injury and Violence Prevention at the Virginia Department of Health (VDH). Bob has worked in the field of sexual and domestic violence for numerous years and has recently created and produced the “Gracias Papas” Campaign, a fotonovela educating Latina families and teens about statutory rape and the legal laws behind this crime against teens.  Prior to producing the Gracias Papas materials Bob wondered how to empower and reach Latino families. Bob played a few radio ads for the audience where a father was speaking about his daughter and his desire for her to complete her education. Bob has a Latina advisory board that helps him with suggestions, ideas, and outreach to the Latina community.  Bob cited a statistic that by age 20, 51% of the Latina population will be pregnant. The questions are, how do we help teens avoid exploitation by adult males and how do we help decrease and prevent teen pregnant? 

Bob went through several laws against statutory rape, which can be viewed on his power point presentation located at:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjplmin/2008/presentation.pdf 
Bob also suggested several online references: 

formydaughter.org 
Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System: http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/yrbs/index.htm 
www.rwhp.org 
www.loveisnotabuse.com 
www.chooserespect.org 
www.teenpregnancy.org 
www.thenationalcampaign.org 
Bandana Project to spotlight sexual exploitation of farmworker women: http://www.splcenter.org/news/item.jsp?aid=303 
Laura Young

Laura introduced herself as the Migrant Advocate with Albemarle County Schools Migrant Education Department and Family Support Worker with Albemarle County Schools International ESOL Office. Laura operates an after school group for Latina girls where they get to participate in group activities, sports, and learn valuable lessons about what it means to be a teenage girl, what are healthy relationships, etc. Laura spends a lot of time explaining after school extracurricular activities to families who might think it is not a girl’s place, however Laura stresses the importance these activities have in a girl’s life as it can prevent her involvement in drugs, alcohol, sexual promiscuity, pregnancy, etc. 
Related References:

www.menendingviolence.com , www.varapelaws.org,  , www.paramihija.com
www.vahealth.org/civp/sexualviolence,  www.sexualassaultresources.org, www.arte-sana.com
Parent-Adolescent Communication about Sex in Latino Families: A Guide for Practitioners (2008) This new publication not only assesses available information of parent-teen communication in Latino families, but also pinpoints the research findings that are most useful to practitioners. In addition, the publication gives communication tips for Latino parents in both English and Spanish. http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/resources/pdf/pubs/Parent_AdolFINAL.pdf 
What Research Tells Us About Latino Parenting Practices and their Relationship to Youth Sexual Behavior (2008) 
This comprehensive literature review examines Latino parenting practices by assessing the ways Latino parents’ values, beliefs, and experiences shape their adolescents’ sexual behaviors.  http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/resources/pdf/pubs/WhatResearch_Final.pdf 
Conference Call Materials 

How Can Parents Talk to their Teens?

10 Tips for Getting the Conversation Started; available in English and Spanish. 

http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/espanol/PDF/TipsforParents.pdf 
How Can Parents Talk to their Teens?

An informative PowerPoint presentation; available in English and Spanish. 

http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/espanol/PDF/ParentsTalkTeens_PPT.pdf 
Conference Call Transcript

A complete transcript of the audio conference originally heard on March 4, 2008. 

http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/espanol/PDF/CCTranscript.pdf 
Conference Call Audio File 

A complete MP3 file of the audio conference originally heard on March 4, 2008. 

Please note: this is a large file and, depending on your connection speed, may require a significant download time.

http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/espanol/CC_0304.mp3
