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      Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

                                          Monthly Plenary

  Thursday, December 11, 2008
POLICE EXPERIENCES & PERCEPTIONS OF THE 

LATINO COMMUNITY IN ALBEMARLE COUNTY
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Plenary Overview

Linda Hemby began the meeting by clarifying that CJ is everyone working with or interested in the Latino community and in improving services to it.  CJ organizes monthly plenaries (events – forums, trainings, panels, presentations) and among other endeavors, promotes existing and new initiatives.  Linda asked participants to let her know what they are doing or would like to do so CJ can get the word out.
Linda also mentioned how most Latinos are fearful of the police because of negative experiences with corrupt and violent police forces in their home countries and because of the growing anti-immigrant sentiment in the U.S. For similar reasons, many service providers and other citizens hesitate to contact the police or provide important information relating to undocumented Latinos. This mindset makes it difficult for law enforcement agencies to curb and solve crimes against Latinos, especially if they are undocumented. 
Linda said Albemarle County Police Department is very aware of this situation and since coming to the department in 1991, Todd Hopwood has been an internal  “advocate” for Latinos.  CJ asked him to share his experiences and perceptions to educate the public about a police perspective on the Latino community, and too, with the hope that participants can suggest ways individuals and agencies can help the police improve their relationship with area Latinos.
Among the sixty-three (63) who attended CJ’s December plenary were four faith based groups, multiple government agencies, including Sally Thomas (Board of Supervisors), community groups, immigration attorneys (private, UVA, and Legal Aid), and Latino residents from Cville, Albemarle and Orange.  Also present were the Daily Progress, Charlottesville Newsplex, Nuevas Raíces (Spanish newspaper), and Cville.

The encounter provided a venue for Latinos to express concerns about both recent detentions of the undocumented and language and cultural barriers that undermine communication between Latinos and the police.  A Townwood Latino asked for help in organizing a Neighborhood Watch Group.  Anne Ternes, Southwood Resident Manager, and Linda Hemby, Albemarle Social Services and CJ Executive Committee Member, suggested service providers accompany their Southwood clients and parishioners to the recently formed Neighborhood Watch Group in that trailer park, as well as provide the same support to Townwood residents.  One Mexican from Orange County came to the December 11th event to ask for help in locating personal items from a 2005 Albemarle car accident which left him disabled.

Several Latinos complained that the ACPD does not have adequate interpreter policy for limited English proficiency persons.  When there was a hand count of how many service providers have experienced such a problem or have Clients who have, most in the room raised their hand.  The ACPD has three bilingual/bicultural officers and welcomed community volunteers who can offer interpreter services.
Lieutenant Todd Hoppwood is from northern Virginia and before joining the Dept here he was a military police officer and was at the Berlin wall when it fell in 1989.  He is the Administrative Services Division commander for the PD (records, training, recruitment, hiring, victim witness program, public information officer, media relations, and special projects).  His materal grandfather was from Puerto Rico.  His interest in the Spanish speaking community began soon after he began patrolling the County and encountering “migrant” workers.  He’s learned some Spanish by taking classes at PVCC or ones offered by the  County and by interacting with Spanish speaking residents. Todd started the “cultural bridges” project as a Corporal in the Community Support Division through the now defunct Neighborhood Resource Unit which addressed some of the problems the PD was encountering with a growing population of Spanish speaking residents.
Todd complied with a CJ request to “tell his story”, as is the custom in Latin America, to help dispel stereotypes about “the police”.  He also clarified the County’s immigration policy, especially with respect to traffic stops of undocumented Latinos, and invited the community to contact him to further efforts to strengthen ACPD’s relationship with the County’s Latino residents. 
Attendees expressed much enthusiasm with Todd’s presentation and comments made by one the department’s three Latino officers, Carlos Valledares, originally from El Salvador. Local reporters were also impressed with the event.  Broadcast and written reports of the workshop are located at:

Local Police Reach Out to Latino Community 

WCAV TV, 12/11/08
Location:  View the video (different than the text version) and written report at:
http://www.charlottesvillenewsplex.tv/news/headlines/35967149.html   

Policía compartió percepciones con la comunidad

Nuevas Raíces, 12/11/08
http://www.nuevasraices.com/content/templates/BannerArticle.asp?articleid=5621&zoneid=48 

Building community bridges

Daily Progress, 12/12/08
http://www.dailyprogress.com/cdp/news/local/crime/article/building_community_bridges/32699/ 

A veces, la policía y Latinos hablan español

C-ville,  12/16/2008 - 12/22/2008
http://www.c-ville.com/index.php?cat=141404064431134&ShowArticle_ID=11801512083537186
Latinos and lawyers attending the event were interested in Albemarle Police Department policy regarding detentions of the undocumented and wanted to know if the ACPD has been involved in recent traffic stop detentions.  Todd stated that his Department made a mistake and detained one undocumented Latino.  He emphasized that the detention was a mistake and that the Chief has made it clear that the police are not to detain Latinos and make inquiries into their immigration status unless they are suspected of a criminal violation, such as a violent felony, are a convicted felon, suspected of street gang activity or fall into another category specified in the policy “Rights of Foreign Nationals / Diplomatic Immunity / Immigration Detainer.”  which has been put on the CJ website:  

http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/know_your_rights.html
Todd also clarified that people are not detained at traffic stops unless they have no legal documents (driver’s license, passport, etc.) to identify themselves.  When making a traffic stop, the ACPD runs an information check in computer systems which include detention orders.  When an officer comes across an individual with a detention order, s/he is supposed to call a supervisor to avoid making a detention mistake.
Todd agreed with lawyers that a detention order is a civil not a criminal offense.

In response to another question, Todd stated that ICE has not contacted the ACPD to participate in raids.
Todd’s email is:  hopwoodt@albemarle.org   

Carlos’ email is valledaresc@albemarle.org
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Below are some web references related to this important Creciendo Juntos (CJ) plenary.
Virginia Center for Policing Innovation sponsored a “Community Policing in Hispanic Communities” training in November 2008  http://www.vcpionline.org/course_description.asp?courseID=272
    

Hate Crimes Rise Against Latinos (November 2008)  FBI statistics released in November 2008 indicate 7,624 criminal incidents involving 9,006 offenses were reported in 2007 as a result of bias toward a particular race, religion, sexual orientation, ethnicity/national origin, or physical or mental disability. Reported hate crimes against Latinos rose almost 40 percent between 2003 and 2006. http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=96895255&ft=1&f=1070 

Setting the Record Straight on Immigrants and Crime (September 2008) Numerous studies by independent researchers and government commissions over the past 100 years have consistently found that immigrants are less likely to commit crimes than the native-born.  Read the Immigration Policy Center fact sheet at: http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/images/File/factcheck/SettingtheRecordStraightonImmigrantsandCrime9-10-08.pdf    

Gang Wars: The Failure of Enforcement Tactics and the Need for Effective Public Safety Strategies (July 2007) Statistics show that youth crime in the United States is at its lowest levels in 30 years and that gangs are responsible for a relatively small share of crime. In addition, according to a national Justice Department survey of police departments, gang membership declined from 850,000 in 1996 to 760,000 in 2004. This 100 page report released by the Justice Policy Institute, dispels many myths about gangs and the most effective responses to them. The report traced gang membership and found most gang youth quit before reaching adulthood. It also says that overwhelming evidence shows that cities such as New York and suburbs and rural areas that use extensive social resources -- job training, mentoring, after-school activities, recreational programs -- make significant dents in gang violence. Areas that rely heavily on police enforcement, such as Los Angeles, have far less impact. The report is located at: 

http://www.justicepolicy.org/reports_jl/7-10-07_gangs/report.htm 

The Myth of Immigrant Criminality and the Paradox of Assimilation: Incarceration Rates among Native and Foreign-Born Men (Spring 2007) The report reviewed 2000 U.S. Census Bureau data for incarcerated men ages 18 to 39 and other sources that showed that for every ethnic group without exception, incarceration rates among young men are lowest for immigrants, even those who are the least educated. Hispanic men born in the United States were found to be nearly seven times more likely to be in prison than foreign-born Hispanics of the same ages. Foreign-born Mexicans, Salvadorans and Guatemalans - who make up the majority of illegal immigrants in the country and tend to be the least educated - all had lower incarceration rates than any other Latin American immigrant group. It also found that criminal behavior increases in succeeding generations of immigrant descendants. It found that the incarceration rate of native-born men was five times higher than the rate of foreign-born men in the same age group. The foreign-born include naturalized U.S. citizens, legal residents and illegal immigrants. Among Asians, foreign-born Chinese or Taiwanese men had incarceration rates nearly four times lower than their counterparts born in the United States. The rate was eight times lower for Laotian and Cambodian men. The study's authors conjectured that the children and grandchildren of many immigrants - as well as immigrants who have lived in the United States for a long time - are subject to "economic and social forces" that increase their chances of being involved in crime. Ewing was one of the authors. The problem of crime in the United States is not “caused” or even aggravated by immigrants, regardless of their legal status. But the misperception that the opposite is true persists among policymakers, the media, and the general public, thereby undermining the development of reasoned public responses to both crime and immigration.  http://www.ailf.org/ipc/special_report/sr_022107.pdf    
www.cj-network.org

