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Overview of Training

Rates of HIV and sexually transmitted infections especially, have been rising steadily in Charlottesville and the surrounding counties. The AIDS/HIV Services Group (ASG) in Charlottesville is trying to do its part to help the Latino community be as informed as possible concerning these issues. Towards that end, the ASG, in partnership with Creciendo Juntos (CJ), provided this workshop for service providers working in the Latino community. Some 25 attended; participants received a certificate from ASG.  
ASG’s Seshi Campbell was present during the training.
Carlos Velázquez, Co-chair of the DC Metropolitan Latino Commission on HIV/AIDS, facilitated the training. Carlos has been in the health communications and policy field for 18 years in which time he has served in a variety roles with local and national organizations working with Latino and multicultural constituents. He has provided technical assistance and capacity building services to a large network of Latino-serving agencies and health departments throughout the US and abroad. He has produced a documentary film chronicling the Latino response to the HIV epidemic in the US and developed, tested, and implemented a social marketing campaign in Australia on primary prevention for HIV. He has presented papers, workshops, and keynotes addresses at conferences throughout the US and abroad and his research and social commentaries appear in various publications including Habitus: The Journal of Education and Theory and Cultural Studies and the Spanish magazines, Impacto and SIDA Ahora. Carlos’ contact information is:  (202) 342-0676, cvelazquez@hmaassociates.com 
The presentation identified trends of HIV/AIDS rates within the Latino community and addressed risk taking behavior, the extent to which culture, context, structural barriers, and resiliency impact risk taking behavior, and recommendations for local initiatives.

Some statistics shared during the presentation include:

Although Latinos/as represent approximately 15% of the US population, they account for 19% of the  AIDS cases diagnosed in 2006 (CDC).

Latinos account for 17% of new HIV infections (9,700 of 56,300 total new infections).  Among women, Latinas account for 16% of new HIV infections and their HIV incidence rate is nearly four times the rate for white women (CDC, 2008).

HIV was the sixth leading cause of death for Latinos ages 25-44 in 2006.

In 2006, 54 percent of Latinos reported having been tested for HIV, higher than the overall population (45%) (Kaiser, 2006).

Latinos born in the US account for 34% of estimated AIDS cases among Latinos in 2006, followed by Latinos born in Puerto Rico (17%) and Mexico (17%) (CDC, 2008).
Two studies were presented, both suggesting culturally bound determinants impacting HIV/AIDS risk taking behavior: racism and machismo.  Hispanic culture influences the way Hispanics respond to HIV and AIDS. To be effective, prevention messages need to address HIV and AIDS in the context of the values, attitudes, and beliefs of Latino communities.
Some of the ideas for addressing these issues include: creating a mechanism for getting updates about population and epidemic shifts; planning for regular listening sessions with community stakeholders; considering a health justice framework for HIV intervention design; and challenging stigmas as a means of achieving health equity.
The power point presentation used by Carlos Velasquez is located at: XX
A brief local news report on the CJ-ASG training, entitled “Keeping the Community Informed on HIV/AIDS,” is available at: http://www.charlottesvillenewsplex.tv/news/headlines/34423404.html  

The flyer used to advertize the event is located at:
http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2008/FlyerNovemberPlenary.org
For more information about ASG visit http://www.aidsservices.org 
Below is the CJ reference handout distributed during the training.
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Web References for the Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and 
AIDS/HIV Services Group (ASG) Training:            
AIDS/HIV IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY

AIDS/HIV SERVICES GROUP has provided services to Charlottesville and surrounding communities for over twenty years.  Along with preventing the spread of HIV through education, empowerment, outreach and research, this non-profit organization also provides client-centered services to people living with HIV.  ASG administers free HIV antibody tests in-house and out in the community through special testing events.  Visit its website to learn more about ASG:  www.aidsservices.org
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH FACT SHEET ON HIV/AIDS IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY

Using 2006 Statistics

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/diseaseprevention/Profile2007/2007VAEpidemiologyProfileHispanic.pdf
CULTURAL AND PSYCHOSOCIAL CORRELATES OF HIV RISK IN RURAL LATINO MEN IN VIRGINIA (2004) Citation: Int Conf AIDS 2004 Jul 11-16; 15: (abstract no. D12959)  Author: Bradford JB, Jarama SL; Survey and Evaluation Research Laboratory, Richmond, VA Conclusion: This population of Latino men in rural Virginia reported behaviors consistent with high HIV risk and transmission. Culturally-based attitudes and lack of HIV knowledge were principal barriers to prevention efforts. Systemic issues in the target area would have to be addressed for culturally-based interventions to be effective. See an abstract at: http://www.aegis.com/conferences/iac/2004/D12959.html  To obtain the full report, write Aids Education Global Information System at help@aegis.org 
HIV RISKS FOR LATINO MEN IN RURAL VIRGINIA (2003)  Citation: Natl HIV Prev Conf 2003 July 27-30:abstract no. MP-116  Author: Bradford J, Jarama L; VCU Survey and Evaluation Research Lab, Richmond, VA Conclusion: This population of Latino men, mostly migrant workers, in rural Virginia are at risk of HIV infection due to knowledge, attitudes, behaviors, and cultural influences. There is a need for HIV prevention education programs to address their needs, tailored to match cultural and demographic characteristics, and in keeping with local structures and networks. See an abstract at: http://www.aegis.com/conferences/nhivpc/2003/MP-116.html To obtain the full report, write Aids Education Global Information System at help@aegis.org 

Kaiser Foundation fact sheet on HIV/AIDS and Latinos (October 2008)  http://www.kff.org/hivaids/upload/6007-061.pdf A May 2008 Spanish language version is located at http://www.kff.org/hivaids/upload/6007_05_S.pdf 

AIDS AMONG LATINOS ON RISE (April 2008)

Series of articles and resources from the Washington Post special section Hispanics in U.S. Face Unique Obstacles to Diagnosis, Treatment

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/22/AR2008072202837.html
www.cj-network.org     **   www.aidsservices.org

