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                                        Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

                                          Monthly Plenary

   October 9, 2008

PANEL:  IMMIGRATION DETENTIONS & LATINO CHILDREN
Agenda 

(Revised)

Welcome & Introductions 

Linda Hemby

Presentations 
Linda Hemby:  Introduction to and showing of the excerpt of the broadcast media report “I’m American, You’re Not” http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=104&STORY=/www/story/03-06-2008/0004769250&EDATE=
Courtney Stewart:  How the issue affects Albemarle Schools

Michael Garcia:  Psychological impact of the issue on Latino children

Eddie Summers:  Legal issues and suggestions

Questions & Answers (20 minutes)

Announcements & Adjournment

Linda Hemby
---------------------------------------

Overview of Plenary/Panel

Introduction 
Linda Hemby 
Sociologist & CJ Executive Committee Member

Linda mentioned that immigration raids are increasing in the U.S. and are increasingly larger, and that for every two undocumented immigrants arrested in a workplace raid, at least one child feels the effect [Paying the Price: The Impact of Immigration Raids on America’s Children]. In the Charlottesville area, Linda indicated that while there have been no raids, there has been a noticeable and “almost alarming” increase in immigration detentions in the past two months, and Latinos from the Southwood Trailer park and from communities close to Albemarle High School, have reported immigration agents knocking on doors.  Among other information, Linda advised people of printed and online references:
A reference sheet prepared for the plenary: 

http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/docs_2008/CJHandoutOct08.doc 

The study Paying the Price: The Impact of Immigration Raids on America’s Children:

http://www.nclr.org/content/publications/detail/49166/
Directory of detention centers where Latinos, detained locally, may be held:

http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/docs_2008/washdetentionfacilities.pdf 
Presentation of Video

Former NBC News "reporter" and current Nickelodeon/"Nick News “producer Linda Ellerbee presented a media report in March 2008, entitled “I’m American, You’re Not.” It addresses one of the more disturbing issues in the immigration debate, its impact on children, including those who are U.S. citizens.  A 14 minute excerpt from the report, shown at the plenary, included interviews with children who shared what happened to them when they're "deported" with their families or left behind when their parents are deported.
An article about the report is located at http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=104&STORY=/www/story/03-06-2008/0004769250&EDATE= 
The entire DVD report can be borrowed from the CJ media library by contacting peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Presentation by Courtney Stewart

International & ESOL Program Coordinator

Albemarle County Public Schools

434.296.6517 (office)

434.972.4077 (fax)

http://www.k12albemarle.org/
Courtney reiterated the need to address the issue of Latino children affected by immigration detentions because of how detentions or the rumors of them cause children stress and affect their attendance and grades.  She also made the following points:

Public Schools may not request documents that disclose the legal or illegal status of families.

We take great pride in our "neutral" status as public educators and always put kids first.

We operate "in loco parentis" so the safety/custody/emotional stability of our children is our business.

We have many stories of children in trauma in schools.

As the leader of the program I am frustrated with the procedures for getting information from ICE--the response runs from "I will help you and this is what I know" to "it is none of your business."

We are seeing the tides change with single parents being detained and leaving children behind.
Courtney also made a call for more local coordination of information relating to detainees with children, some kind of method where incidents and facts would be recorded and accessible to service providers.  Linda Hemby mentioned this is something she has discussed with Doug Ford and Tim Freilich, Legal Aid Justice Center, and with Eddie Summers, Charlottesville Immigration Center, and hopes they will follow up. 

Those who know of a Latino child who attends an Albemarle School and whose parents have been detained, should contact Courtney or her secretary Nancy Lam at Albemarle County Schools.

Presentation by Michael Garcia

Mental Health Therapist

1110 Rose Hill Drive- Suite 201

434.981.7249 [office]

434.220.3335 [fax]

garciamn@gmail.com  

One of the most traumatic events for a child can be a separation, whether physical or psychic, from the caregiver. 


When we consider the social, emotional and political struggles that can correspond to being an undocumented immigrant, it's hard to imagine the complexities that take up residence in the child's mind as they face merely the threat of intrusions by outside systems, even more so an actual raid or detention of their parents. 


Many of the Latin American immigrants in Charlottesville have come to the United States under difficult conditions. Their journeys may have included losses and separations from family members, running from immigration enforcement, and even life-threatening danger. Many times, children have come from their homes in Latin America already having experienced trauma from the transition or other historical events. With this in mind, we can recognize that a raid, a threat of a raid or detention of a parent is something experienced against a backdrop of other trauma and loss, and is far from isolated. In his paper entitled "Civilization and its Discontents" Sigmund Freud said that "nothing once formed in the mind could ever perish and everything survives in some way or other and is capable under certain conditions of being brought to light again." Conditions of loss or threat of loss can be harmful to immigrant children and sometimes bring to light unbearable emotions.


There are many potentially disruptive and traumatic elements that can influence a child's emotional life in the event of a separation from a caregiver. I'll mention three: 


1. I believe one is the resulting fantasies in the child's mind that develop out of a need to explain why the separation occurred. Many times it is unbearable or impossible for the child to believe that a parent or authority figure had anything to do with the event. The resulting conclusions in the child can be that he or she was too dependent or needy, or was a bad child, or didn't love or protect the parent enough. They may also believe that this event could happen again and become anxious or frightened about the present and future availability of the parent. 


2. Another disruptive element is that children have not yet developed an internal representation of a caregiver that can help to withstand long-term separation. In good-enough environments, the child gradually develops a capacity to be without a caregiver for a short period. They rely on their inner sense of the caregiver, on transitional objects or other people that can fill in the gaps. The pediatrician turned child-psychiatrist, Donald Winnicot said that [paraphrase] "The relationship of the child to his internal versions of the parent, along with confidence in regard to the internal relationships with these versions of the parent, provides in itself a sufficiency of living, so that temporarily he or she is able to rest contented even in the absence of the actual parent." There is a point, however at which separation becomes unbearable, and this can lead to despair and rage. The younger the child, the more intense this separation reaction can be. 


3. The third traumatic element I'll mention is that of being thrown into independence at a period in which a child may feel most dependent. In the video, we saw an example of children forced into a precocious development with the loss of their parents. Children rely principally on their caregiver to help regulate emotions; emotions such as grief, anger, sadness and fear. Not only did the children in the video need to grow beyond their years over night, but they were having to deal with the loss of their parents simultaneously and independently. 


Behaviors.  When in distress, children lack the capacity to independently know and make sense of what the matter is, and to ask for help with it. For this reason what they cannot say, they do or act out. Children that have experienced a loss or trauma through immigration problems or are preoccupied with the threat of such problems could experience many complex emotions without being able to understand them. The result is acting out that is hard to manage for the caregiver or concerned adult. In a sense, the behaviors help alleviate what is hard to manage in the child's own mind by projecting it into the caregiver. Also, and we saw this in the video, the child may just need someone to blame (a parent, teacher, a political figure) to be able to metabolize the difficult emotions they face from the loss.


Children who have experienced immigration problems may deal with issues of loss and trauma and feel grief, sadness, anxiety, fear, and distrust. They may possibly act out with aggression, they may withdrawal from others, they may become disruptive, complain about boredom, exhibit a sense of paranoia and hypervigilance. The possibilities of behaviors are many, but the point is that all behavior means something for the child and they need help to try to understand it.


Unfortunately for the children, when they act out in ways that are hard to manage, the response from the environment (whether it's the family, school or community) can be to modify or prohibit the behavior without helping to make sense of it. This can cut children off further from the source of their behaviors, namely the trauma of the loss.

Conclusion.  Finally, as professionals working with immigrant Latino children, we can be aware of these behaviors as signs for concern and the need for help and thoughtful intervention. We can help to raise the awareness of our colleagues and others involved in working with immigrant children that have suffered such disruptions in their families. With this awareness we can serve as understanding and concerned adults so that even in the face of such distress, the children can remain children.

Presentation of Eddie Summers
226 Douglas Ave., Charlottesville, VA 22902

Telephone: (434) 220-2799
es@ocho.com 
http://cvilc.com 
Eddie described situations in which Latinos are being detained in the Cville area, what rights immigrants have when confronted by immigration agents, and detention processes.  

He also made a strong case for service providers helping undocumented parents prepare for a potential deportation to lessen the impact on their children.  Among his many ideas are helping these parents to: 


know their legal rights and possible scenarios if they are detained


be aware of area legal help and contact information

obtain passports for US-born children
develop a travel plan for children of parents that want their children to join them in their country of origin [to include money to purchase a ticket, who will accompany children on the plane, etc.]

develop a plan for an alternative caretaker for children who will remain in the US [to include legal documents identifying a guardian]

authorize a power of attorney [to withdraw money from a bank, to retrieve a last paycheck, to sell a home or car, etc.]

Linda also mentioned the Legal Aid Justice Center, its two immigration attorneys, Tim Freilich and Doug Ford, and their contact information:  1000 Preston Avenue;  Telephone: (434) 977-0553, Tim is at ext 111, Doug is at ext 136
Announcements & Adjournment

Tim Freilich, Legal Aid Justice Center advised everyone of “Immigration:  More than a Borderline issue,” an event, sponsored by Legal Aid Justice Center, to celebrate its 10 anniversary.  It will include a public screening of the film 9500Liberty, about Prince William County, Virginia, and its controversial reaction to immigration. Following it, there will be a panel discussion on the impact of that county’s actions and immigrant advocacy. John Grisham will facilitate the event at the Paramount Theatre on Thursday, October 23, 2008, starting at 7:00 pm. Tickets are on sale at the Paramount: $25 ($15 for students). For more information:  tim@justice4all.org 
Linda reminded everyone of the next three CJ Plenaries:

Thursday, November 13, 2008: Workshop - AIDS/HIV in the Latino Community 

Thursday, December 11, 2008: Presentation - Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community In Albemarle County 

Thursday, January 8, 2009: Presentation - Portrayal of Latinos in the Media

Media Reports Relating to the Plenary/Panel

Group Urges Latino Immigrants to Prepare.  This is a two minute NBC29 video report and transcript.

http://www.nbc29.com/Global/story.asp?S=9153559&nav=menu496_2_3 

Immigration raids impact local families.  A Cville weekly report.

http://www.c-ville.com/index.php?cat=141404064431134&ShowArticle_ID=11801510084183702
Other References

CJ has created a new section on its website that will identify resources to help local service providers help undocumented parents prepare for a possible detention.  

http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/know_your_rights.html#lat_parents 
