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                                 Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

                                 Monthly Plenary

                      January 8, 2009
CJ ROUNDTABLE

CJ Roundtables are offered three or four times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.
Agenda 

Welcome & Introductions 

Peter Loach

Roundtable

Facilitator, Dilcia Colindres

CJ Website &, Announcements 
Linda Hemby

 Adjournment

Dilcia Colindres
---------------------------------------

Welcome & Introduction
The CJ Executive Committee is the governing body of the network.  Peter Loach announced Dilcia Colindres has been elected its new Chair.  Dilcia mentioned she has been with CJ since its founding in May 2005 and is looking forward to her new role.

Roundtable

Dilcia asked each of the 27 attendees to briefly describe their agencies Latino oriented services.

Shelter for Help in Emergency:  Dilcia began by sharing information about her agency, SHE, which provides crisis intervention, education and advocacy around the issues of domestic violence.   Dilcia handles  SHE’s Latino population.  http://www.shelterforhelpinemergency.org 

Piedmont Housing Alliance:  Peter Loach, a PHA administrator, mentioned that more than ever PHA is helping people face foreclosures.  Jo Olson, a PHA counselor, said that PHA occasionally offers classes in Spanish on topics like new home ownership and financial literacy.  Shawn, a fair housing specialist who recently joined PHA, encouraged people to contact him regarding complaints of housing discrimination against Latinos.  http://www.piedmonthousingalliance.org  
United Way:  Jon Nafzinger provided an overview of the agency’s many programs.  Among those which benefit the Latino community are Child Care Scholarships (based on income) to help parents pay for child care.  The EITC initiative helps taxpayers to file income taxes.  The Information and Referral Services for Latinos is handled by Martha Trujillo who is also coordinating a group of volunteers to help Latinos file taxes.  Martha invited interested volunteers to contact her.  United Way also has a pocket Resource Guide in Spanish and publishes several Spanish language brochures about child development.  http://www.unitedwaytja.org 
Head Start:   This preschool program for at risk and special needs children also works with families, connecting them to community resources.  Toby Lyons,  the program’s caseworker for Latino clients, said there is a bilingual teacher, health specialist, and other bilingual staff.  Soon, Head Start will be accepting applications for next September.  

http://www.macaa.org/programs/headstart.html    

Albemarle County Police Department:  Todd Hopwood, an officer who has been with the department for almost 20 years, is responsible for media and community relations and is the department’s liaison to the Latino community.  He mentioned how he gave a workshop  at the last CJ plenary and is willing to meet with groups – churches, community groups, neighborhoods, schools – to talk about the PD’s interests in improving relationships with Latinos.  He also said ACPD’s Chief is the State coordinator for this year’s Special Olympics and urged everyone to contact him with potential Latino participants .  hopwoodt@albemarle.org or (434) 296-5807.
One Stop Job Center:  Cheryl Ribano mentioned that some 100 people are visiting One Stop daily.  The office does not have Spanish language services.  Cheryl  mentioned the Spanish language landscaping classes being offered by PVCC beginning this month; a description is at  http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/archive/2009/2009Jan.htm 
Commission on Children and Families:  Elizabeth Ramirez Weaver said her agency, a planning and advisory body to the City of Charlottesville and County of Albemarle, does not presently have any initiatives relating to Latinos, but she is the agency’s representative at CJ and is attending CJ meetings to understand the needs of the Latino community.  http://www.ccfinfo.org 

UVA Immigration Clinic:  UVa Lecturer Doug Ford, who is bilingual, works from the Legal Aid Justice Center's offices to provide service to immigrants on issues relating to asylum, visa problems, and citizenship.   Most of the Clinic’s clients are Latinos.  doug@justice4all.org or (434) 977-0553 x 136
Legal Aid Justice Center:  Doug mentioned that LAJC offers many legal services to Latinos, among them, the Immigrant Advocacy Project that helps Latinos obtain pay they have not received from working and assists Latinos obtain public services when they have been denied them because of language barriers.  A list of LAJC services  is located at http://www.justice4all.org/our_programs/clinics  

Power of Attorney and Guardianship Documents Initiative:  Tom Cecil, interning at LAJC, said he is working with Eddie Summers to develop bilingual power of attorney and guardianship documents that service providers can circulate to Latino families to help them deal with the complications of detentions.  This service grew out of the October CJ Plenary, Latino Children and Detentions.  See the section with this name at http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/know_your_rights.html 

Immigration Law Center:  Eddie Summers, bilingual immigration attorney, said the Center provides services covering the full range of immigration issues from filing of applications for legal status through representation before the immigration and federal courts. It not only helps individuals but provides services to employers of immigrants. Some consultations are free. es@ocho.com or (434) 220-2799

Albemarle County Public Schools:  Gloria Rockhold, Latino Career & Community Relations for Albemarle Public Schools, said she is working on a study club in Southwood for Latino children and described Spanish language classes being offered by the school system under its Open Doors program.  http://www.opendoors1.org/albemarle/  

Migrant Education:  Laura Brown, with the Virginia Migrant Education Program and the Albemarle County ESOL program, spoke of this, the Homeless Education, and other programs offered by Albemarle County Public Schools International and ESOL Program. In addition to working with programs that teach migrants English, Laura has also organized a club for Latina girls.  For more information about the Migrant Education project, visit http://schoolcenter.k12albemarle.org/education/dept/dept.php?sectionid=2088  Questions about the International and ESOL program should be directed to Courtney Stewart  at (434) 296-6517 or cstewart@k12albemarle.org  
Migrant and Seasonal Farmworkers Advisory Board:  Lou Hart is a member of this VEC body.  He said Virginia has both a Governor's Migrant and Seasonal Farmworkers Advisory Board and an Interagency Migrant Worker Policy Committee, and VEC provides staff support to both, with the Commissioner serving as Committee Chair. In concert with the Board, the Committee reviews, coordinates, evaluates and addresses issues regarding migrant and seasonal farmworkers who help tend Virginia's crops each year.

UVA Spanish Department:  Amy Fraizer Yoder is a professor in the Spanish Department who has coordinated efforts with CJ in the Virginia Red Cross’ Latino survey in fall 2008.  This semester, she will be coordinating a large class of students who will be interviewing Latinos to develop podcasts and stories for the written media about issues important to this community.

Sexual Assault Resource Agency:  Aaron Miller is SARA’s new caseworker for the Latino community.  SARA provides crisis intervention, self defense, advocacy and casemanagement. http://www.sexualassaultresources.org 

Abundant Life Ministries  at Blue Ridge Commons:  Clara Moore is the group’s new caseworker for the Latino community. “Lots of Latino children” participate in ESOL and tutoring programs held at the apartment complex.  http://www.charlottesvilleabundantlife.org 
UVA Social Issues in Medicine class:  Dela Alexander said during the first or second semester, medical students are placed for 30 hours (over 10 weeks) of service learning with a community organization as part of this required class.  Many of the students are bilingual and have worked in Latin America and/or with Latino populations in the US.  These volunteers prefer to work in medical settings but can also devote time to non-medical initiatives since the idea of the class is to expose future doctors to the poor and to different cultures.  For more information on how to recruit these volunteers, contact Dela at  da7r@virginia.edu 
Bilingual Mental Health Therapist:  Elizabeth Irvine said she is a professional who enjoys working with the Latino population and is currently job hunting.  She may be reached at 964-6472.

CHIP:  Blanca Owens announced that CHIP is now independent and is located at 1469 Greenbrier Place; its phone is 434-964-4700. CHIP provides medical assistance for children from birth to age six  and helps connect their parents to services in the community.  CHIP has four bilingual family support workers who serve the Latino community.  

Region Ten:  Danielle Fuentes Johnson said Region Ten, a mental health agency, has an interest in learning more about the Latino community and service providers working with it.  She is the agency’s representative to CJ.  Danielle works in Region Ten’s Infant Toddler program with the Latino caseload.  Danielle can be reached  for more information at daniellj@regionten.com 

Nuevas Raices:  Carolina Parietti, editor of the Central Virginia Spanish language newspaper, introduced a new reporter, Maria Pena (maruja@nuevasraices.com) who will be in charge of covering stories in the Charlottesville area.  Maria said she has an interest in covering one CJ member agency in each weekly addition to help Latinos know what services are available to them.  http://www.nuevasraices.com 

Albemarle County Department of Social Services:  Linda Hemby made a list of services and benefits available in Spanish, indicating which require documentation of legal status.  She said the agency has two bilingual/bicultural caseworkers, uses an interpreter phone service and interpreters from the International Rescue Committee, and does outreach in the Latino community.  

CJ Website &, Announcements 

Linda provided a brief overview of the CJ website and reminded everyone of the flyers and other written materials on the Upcoming Events and Community Resources tables.  She also encouraged everyone to bring and display information about their agency’s Latino oriented initiatives.   

Peter Loach announced that the next CJ Plenary will share information from the Virginia Red Cross survey of Latinos, a part of which was conducted in Charlottesville with the help of UVA professor Amy Frazier Yoder and CJ. 

 Adjournment

Dilcia thanked everyone for coming.
