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Agenda 

Welcome:

Dilcia Colindres, CJ Chair
Peter Loach, Plenary Facilitator

Presentations:

Brenda Lee Steppe, VA Partnership Specialist, US Census Bureau

Questions and Answers

Peter Loach: What can WE do? Launching of Latino Complete Count Committee
Announcements & Adjournment

Dilcia Colindres
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Meeting Notes
About twenty people attended this plenary session to discuss the importance of collecting accurate data for the 2010 Census. A particular focus was placed on how to ensure that Latino community members complete their Census forms in April, 2010 and what local organizations and leaders can do to encourage and facilitate this process. 

Dilcia Colindres began the Plenary with a welcome, invitation to the various resources provided on the tables in the room, and an introduction to Peter Loach, the facilitator for the session. 
Peter Loach introduced the guest speaker, Brenda Lee Steppe, VA Partnership Specialist from the US Census Bureau.

Brenda Steppe led the audience through a discussion about US Census data collection.  Her power point presentation is at: http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/2009/2010Census.PPT
Main points from the presentation:

· A nationwide Census is conducted every ten years, as required by US constitution
· Accurate data collection is crucial in order for communities to receive due funding and appropriate political representation
· 2000 Census had a 72% response rate in Virginia; Sen. Mark Warner issued a goal to achieve an 85% response rate for 2010

· The 2010 Census form is short and easy –ten questions for every member of the household; it should take ten minutes to complete

· Timeline for 2010 Census: Fall 2009 recruiting enumerators; March 2010 Census questionnaires are mailed out to every household in the US; April 1, 2010 is US Census day (a snapshot of the residents of every household in the US on this date will provide the Census data); July 2010 non-response follow-up to households that did not respond to mailing; December 31, 2010 the population counts delivered to President Obama’s office; March 2011 Census Bureau delivery of redistricting to states

· Population count: In order to accurately complete the mail out/mail back census form, every household is to complete data on the exact number of people living in the house at that time; you should not include children away at college, family members in prison, serving in the army, living in a retirement home, etc, as they will be counted as a member of the household/institution where they are residing
· The Census form is available in six languages: English, Chinese, Korean, Russian, Spanish, and Vietnamese

· Responses are completely confidential and safe; information gathered is used for statistical purposes only, and the US Census Bureau will keep all personal information confidential –it will never be used to identify illegal immigrants, and no one besides the US Census Bureau will ever know the specifics of the data

· In January 2010 a major media campaign promoting the Census will begin; it will particularly target ethnic minorities through multi-lingual media, as these groups are generally underrepresented in Census data

· Partnership Program: US Census Bureau is partnering with state, local, and tribal governments, schools, private and non-profit organizations, media, businesses, and other grassroots efforts in order to promote the Census and get the highest rate of completion possible; this collaboration is important because it is difficult to count minority groups, low income families, people in high crime areas, rural areas, and gated communities, and if they don’t make themselves known and counted, they might not get the resources they need such as funding for schools and medical clinics, fire and rescue services, and any other services funded by the government
· Ways to support 2010 Census: Become a Census Partner; sign a Partnership Agreement (sign up sheets were passed around so organizations present could sign up immediately); get involved in a Complete Count Committee (CCC); and help emphasize the importance of Census participation to friends, neighbors, colleagues, schools, clients, etc

Discussion points that came up during and after the presentation:
· Question 8 on the Census questionnaire asks if the person is of Latino, Hispanic, or Spanish origin to help identify ethnicity, whereas question 9 identifies race (Latino/Hispanic is not an option); someone thought this could lead to confusion as Latinos may not know which race to identify themselves as. Brenda’s response was that this is a self-identification process, and that people filling out the questionnaire should respond in whatever way they identify themselves; she also noted that question 8 exists as a result of a big push from Latino advocates because it is considered an ethnicity, not a race, and a question just asking for racial identification would not necessarily identify people of Latino/Hispanic origins
· A participant asked what we as representatives of organizations reaching out to the Latino community can do to make people feel safe completing the Census data, and to dispel myths that immigration will find out about non-documented immigrants and use that information against them. Brenda responded that there are committees designed to dispel myths and promote the safety and anonymity of Census data, and she reemphasized that no one besides the Census Bureau will know the specifics of the data collected

· Someone asked how the US Census Bureau identifies households that need non-English forms and what local organizations and individuals can do to assist in helping households get the appropriate language form; Brenda responded that the Bureau has already identified certain areas where certain ethnic groups tend to live, and the people in those areas will receive a bilingual form; if they cannot read the form or do not understand it, there is a toll-free number anyone can call and receive help in their own language; if households do no respond someone will come to the house, find out what language they speak, and get them the form they need to fill out or help them fill it out; additionally, she said that it is important for service providers in the area to help with identifying non-English speaking households because they have a good idea of who lives where and, through the Partnership Program, can pass this information along to the Census Bureau
· Peter Loach noted that just within the Charlottesville City School System there are over fifty languages spoken; it’s important to encourage people to call the number on the back of the form if they don’t speak English or don’t understand how to fill it out
Peter Loach and Gloria Rockhold from the Albemarle County Schools led a discussion about how we as organizations working with Latino community members can help get everyone counted. They are members of the Charlottesville/ Albemarle Community Complete Count Committee, and they see a need for a committee that specifically reaches out to the Latino community in the area. They emphasized the importance of accurate data collection so that funding can be distributed appropriately, political influence is spread evenly, and all people are represented, and they suggested a number of ways that organizations can promote a high rate of Census data collection: identify organizations that can provide space for Questionnaire Assistance Centers and serve as a Be Counted Site; work with other organization leaders to start a census awareness campaign targeted at the Latino community; hold a census information table at a local event; plan a Census Day event in a target area, ask other organizations to include a census article in their publications; get schools involved and encourage teachers to incorporate census awareness in their curriculum. They also passed around a sign up sheet for anyone interested in participating with promoting the census count with Latino community members and emphasized the importance for local organizations, particularly those in the CJ network, to educate everyone and work to dispel myths and fears about the census.
Luisa Soaterna from the Virginia Governor’s Office spoke to emphasize that the Census form does not ask about citizenship. She explained that there has been an active campaign by Latino community and religious leaders to boycott the Census. This shows that there is a real need to work together to educate the public about why it is important for every individual to be counted. She suggested that we take the form out to communities where Latinos live, go door to door or to scheduled events and show it around and explain how and why to fill it out. Louisa also discussed the Governor Office’s efforts to mobilize community organizations to help with successful Census data collection.
Dilcia Colindres closed the meeting with announcements:
· December 10, 2009 is the next Plenary Session. It will be a Round Table –an opportunity for every organization present to share thoughts and goals for working with Latino community members

· November 20th at 7 pm there is a talent show at Southwood

· Anna Sullivan has been hired as the Program Coordinator for Creciendo Juntos and will be collaborating with organizations in the CJ network, planning meetings and events, and will take over the website and newsletter

· Email Dilcia at if you would like to receive CJ’s weekly newsletter at dilciacolindres@msn.com
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Online References
The New Constituents: How Latinos Will Shape the Next Congress

The 2010 Census, which will document Latino population growth, will have a profound effect on the U.S. political landscape. An astonishing number of states will owe new Congressional seats, in large part, to their new Latino constituents. This report, published in November 2009, details the importance of getting Latinos counted and how doing so will shape the debate on immigration reform. http://www.americasvoiceonline.org/thenewconstituents 

What’s different about the 2010 Census?  
This webpage is an overview of the 2010 Census, identifying changes to the questionnaire, offering the questionnaire in 5 languages, and  providing numerous related links.

http://lwd.dol.state.nj.us/labor/lpa/census/2010/njcensus_index.html 

2010 Census Toolkit for Reaching Latinos

http://2010.census.gov/partners/toolkits/toolkits-latino.php
 

Complete Count Committees (CCC)

Strategies, toolkits and other resources about organizing a CCC. http://www.nonprofitscount.org
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