LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY @ JACKSON-VIA 

March 2006

This announcement is to inform you how you can receive FREE FOOD for your family or participate in helping to provide food for families who can benefit from this service.

BACKGROUND

Jackson-Via is renting space in their lower building to First United Methodist Church to operate THE LOAVES AND FISHES FOOD PANTRY.  The Food Pantry offers both USDA-provided food AND donated food from churches and other local organizations.

Since the USDA food is distributed under a federal government program, eligibility is based upon a needs assessment.  Please see the back side of this flyer for more information on the income qualifications for this program.
Anyone seeking food assistance WILL receive the non-USDA portion of the distribution, regardless of USDA eligibility.

Households may receive USDA food and/or non-USDA food once per month.

The Food Pantry is required to maintain certain records for each USDA client served.  Part of the process includes signing a “self-declaration” form that states that you will only receive USDA (TEFAP) food once per month.  These forms MAY be checked with other agencies to verify compliance.  Violations may result in exclusion from future programs.
WHEN IS THE PANTRY OPEN?

Saturdays:
10am to 1pm 

Tuesdays:

7pm to 9pm

On holidays or if the weather makes travel dangerous, the Pantry will be closed.  

LOCATION

508 Harris Road—behind the 5th Street Extended Willoughby (Food Lion) Shopping Center.  Jackson-Via Elementary School—lower right side.

The Pantry will operate off of the rooms adjoining the gym in the lower level of

Jackson-Via Elementary School.  Access will be through the parking lot on the right side of Jackson-Via, as you face the school.  There is a loading dock and ramp in the lower level.  Grocery carts will be available to assist you in getting groceries to your car.

OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE

· Receive food – see above.

· Volunteer to help distribute food – contact information below.

· Donate food—can bring it to the pantry during open hours.  Cash donations for purchasing food for the pantry are accepted and can be made through the church for charitable gift documentation.  Contact Becky (below) if you have questions.

Questions
General Questions Contact: First United Methodist Church 296-6193 (days).

To Volunteer:
Contact Becky Allison 979-8766

USDA PROGRAM

The bulk of the food distributed is provided under a United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) program.  The USDA allows qualified individuals to receive food once per month.
If an individual qualifies for Food Stamps, Medicaid or Social Security Disability Income, then they are automatically eligible for USDA food distributions.

If an individual does not qualify for one of the programs listed above, they may qualify if household income is under the following limits:

Virginia Income Guidelines for USDA Eligibility from 7/1/05 – 6/30/06

Calculated at 150% of the Poverty Level
	Household Size
	Annual
	Monthly
	Bi-Weekly
	Weekly

	1
	$14,355
	$1,196
	$552
	$276

	2
	$19,245
	$1,604
	$740
	$370

	3
	$24,135
	$2,011
	$928
	$464

	4
	$29,025
	$2,419
	$1,116
	$558

	5
	$33,915
	$2,827
	$1,304
	$652

	6
	$38,805
	$3,234
	$1,493
	$746

	7
	$43,695
	$3,641
	$1,681
	$840

	8
	$48,585
	$4,049
	$1,869
	$934

	For Each Additional Member Add
	$4,890
	$408
	$188
	$94


