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COUNTY OF ALBEMARLE

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

AGENDA TITLE:

Habitat for Humanity Southwood Clean Up Project

SUBJECT/PROPOSAL/REQUEST:

Donation to Habitat for Humanity to Support Non-profit Partnership in Clean Up Project for Southwood Trailer Park 

STAFF CONTACT(S):

Messrs. Tucker, Elliott, Davis, Shadman, and Ms. Catlin

LEGAL REVIEW:   Yes

AGENDA DATE:

May 7, 2008

ACTION:                INFORMATION:   

CONSENT AGENDA:

 ACTION:   X          INFORMATION:   

ATTACHMENTS:   No

REVIEWED BY: 

BACKGROUND:

Habitat for Humanity has taken over ownership of Southwood Trailer Park and has been actively working on improving conditions for the many County residents who live in this neighborhood.  Over the past year, Habitat’s focus has been on correcting septic, sewer and plumbing issues as well as removal of dangerous trees. The majority of funds available to Habitat were spent on these neglected health and safety issues. Their focus is now shifting to the actual clean up of the common areas as well as to providing assistance for each resident to clean up the areas around their residences. There are currently areas of trash and debris located throughout the neighborhood, resulting in health and safety issues related to the build-up of trash.   Habitat officials are hoping that by engaging the community in this process, the culture of living at Southwood will begin to change so residents begin to take personal responsibility for their area and the common areas.  

STRATEGIC PLAN:

Objective 1.2.: By June 30, 2010, working in partnership with others, increase affordable housing opportunities for those who work and/or live in Albemarle County.

DISCUSSION:

The Albemarle County Board of Supervisors is being requested to provide support to Habitat for Humanity for a community clean up day at Southwood Trailer Park.  The clean up is a partnership effort between Habitat for Humanity, Comcast, Inc. and the Southwood Boys and Girls Club.  Comcast has provided funding for nineteen dumpsters that will be distributed throughout the community on May 3rd. Cavalier Container LLC is providing the dumpsters and a tractor with an operator at a greatly reduced rate. Habitat expects up to 200 Comcast, Inc. volunteers to participate in this effort and the goal is to get an equal number of Southwood residents involved, with a focus on clean up of the common areas as well as providing assistance for each resident.  

Habitat has asked the County to provide funding to cover the tipping fees required to dispose of the trash.  Staff believes that this major clean up effort is a critical step in helping to create a safer and healthier environment for the many families who live in this community.   This clean up represents a unique partnership between local non-profits, businesses and the County and has significant and lasting benefits to our community.  While the County usually considers these funding requests during its regular budget cycle, this opportunity to significantly improve conditions at Southwood arose after agency budgets were considered and decided upon.  Staff feels that there is a clear and compelling community benefit to participating in this non-profit partnership which advances the County’s strategic goal regarding support for affordable housing.

The requested funds are available in the General Services Department Operating Budget for tipping fees and staff feels that this is an appropriate and worthwhile expenditure of those funds.  If approved, General Services Director George Shadman will coordinate with staff at Habitat for Humanity to arrange for payment of the tipping fees.

BUDGET IMPACT:

This request is for funds already available in the General Services budget allocated for tipping fees.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Staff recommends that the Board of Supervisors approve a donation to Habitat for Humanity not to exceed $3,000.00 to pay for tipping fees associated with the Comcast Cares Clean up Day on May 3.  
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Neighborhood in Need Gets a Clean-Up
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http://www.nbc29.com/Global/story.asp?S=8266541&nav=menu496_2_5 

Hundreds of helping hands cleaned up Charlottesville's Southwood neighborhood Saturday. Charlottesville’s Southwood community is a neighborhood of trailers located behind the Covenant School off Fifth Street. 

The area now has new landscaping and less trash thanks to a partnership between Comcast and Habitat for Humanity. More than 50,000 Comcast volunteers helped clean-up neighborhoods throughout the country Saturday. And when they say clean-up, they mean it. 

"I'd say anywhere from about 26 full-size construction sized dumpsters will be filled up," said Tim Sinatra, Charlottesville's Boys and Girls Club executive director. 

Trash was one of a number of priorities that neighbors wanted to tackle during the clean-up. 

"We all have our lives. We all are, busy but just an hour of caring goes a long way," said Betsy Kingry, a Southwood resident of 22 years. 

And neighbor involvement may not be a problem from now on. 

"I was a little worried in the beginning of the day that we wouldn't have enough people, but it's been the opposite, it's incredible," said Nate Daugherty with Comcast. 

Comcast helped other neighborhoods in Virginia throughout the day. The total bill was more than $50,000.
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Comcast Cares About Southwood 

http://www.charlottesvillenewsplex.tv/home/headlines/18552814.html 
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The clean up moved quickly; 19 dumpsters were packed full within an hour and half.

"Part of the reason we have been able to move so fast is the residents came out in numbers we didn't expect," explained Timothy Sinatra of the Boys and Girls Club of Charlottesville.

"I'd say unofficially we have about 350 volunteers here today and I'd say a good half of them are residents," estimated Nate Daugherty with Comcast.

This is the first project that Comcast Cares Day has undertaken in this part of Virginia and they chose to beautify the Southwood Trailer Park community in Albemarle County. They were able to make a difference in the community thanks to some help from the Boys and Girls Club and Habitat for Humanity.

They worked on landscaping the grounds as well as recylcing much of the tons of debris they collected.

The community is owned by Habitat for Humanity, which in 2013 will turn the park into low-income housing. Still, current and longtime residents like Rose Glasgow say they're looking forward to living in a more beautiful place. 

"I have seen in this community a community spirit [that] I have not seen before...thanks to Comcast, Habitat and the Boys and Girls Club coming together, it is going to be a catalyst for this community to really be something that other communities will want to be a part of...we really appreciate it."

