CJ Note:  UVA Spanish Professor Tricia Reagan teaches a three week intensive class in January.  For the second year, she had her students make time on a Saturday morning to read to young Latino children who live in Southwood.  Below are two articles that mention this activity.  The article in Spanish also describes how her students helped the Girl Scouts recruit Latinas, did a survey of local organizations to ascertain how easy it is for Latinos to access them in Spanish, among other outreach projects. 
Students Learned Spanish and Lent a Hand to Local 
Hispanic Community in January Term Course
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http://www.virginia.edu/uvatoday/newsRelease.php?id=3912
Students in a conversational Spanish class did more than talk during this year's January term; they helped people in the local Hispanic community.

Patricia E. Reagan, who taught "Culture and Conversation Special Topic: Hispanics/Latinos in the United States," led her students out from the classroom and into the local Spanish-speaking community to hone their language skills while promoting literacy and services. 

"I wanted to mix community service with course work, because real contact with real Spanish speakers brings the language and material alive," said Reagan, a graduate student in the Department of Spanish, Italian and Portuguese.

The students participated in three projects — enumerating government-financed services available to Spanish speakers, promoting the Girl Scouts and sponsoring a literacy event in which the University students read Spanish text to Hispanic youth.

Alexandra K. Hootnick, a fourth-year psychology major with a Spanish minor, took the class to get a more in-depth view of the local Hispanic community. 

"I think if you are going to learn a language, you need to get out there and get your hands in it," said Hootnick. "Learning the culture is as important as learning the language."

Claire M. Kugler, a fourth-year history and Latin America Studies major, took the course because she wanted to continue speaking Spanish, but the topics drew her in.

"I was surprised at the large quantity of illegals in the country and how critical they are to the economy," she said.  

The class attended a Hispanic Mass celebrated at the Roman Catholic Church of the Incarnation and visited a mostly Hispanic trailer park to promote the literacy project.

Hootnick was impressed with how the Mass acted as both a religious service and a social get-together.

"I had never seen a Mass with guitars," said Hootnick, who is Jewish. "But it added a level of comfort for the people."

In the trailer park, students distributed fliers for the literacy project. 

"Some of the Hispanics were excited to have a Spanish reading event," said Hootnick, who also got reactions from several non-Hispanics in the park. "Some people were against having an event in Spanish, but others were open to it."

Kugler, who has done some tutoring in the trailer park, said the residents seem receptive to U.Va. students trying to help them.

Students ”were surprised [at] how many Spanish speakers there are living" here, Reagan said. 

The class was not all community interaction. The students read a number of works, including "Shadowed Lives," by Leo Chavez, "The House on Mango Street," by Sandra Cisneros, and chapters from Gloria Anzaldúa's "Borderlands" and Roberto Suro's "Strangers Among Us: How Latino Immigration Is Transforming America." They heard guest lectures on law, anthropology and sociology as it applies to the Hispanic migration. They saw eight movies — both documentaries and fiction — in eight days, including "Farmingville," "The Tragedy of Marcario" and "A Day Without A Mexican."

"There is a large Spanish-speaking population in this country and wherever [these students] end up, I want them to be able to make connections so that they can continue to use Spanish to benefit Spanish speakers here in the United States," Reagan said.

This year the class roster was entirely female, which Reagan said allowed them to explore some areas that would have been more difficult with male classmates. 

"They could talk about issues of domestic violence and the roles of men and women, things that are harder to manage when the class is mixed," she said. "The girls got to know each other very well."

The class and community contact helped Hootnick, who will teach a bilingual class in California for Teach for America. Hootnick, who has already written a paper on integrating Hispanics into the United States, praised Reagan for putting the class together. 

"She is so interested and so passionate. It makes her an exceptional teacher," Hootnick said.

Lectura de Cuentos en Southwood
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Aunque la mayoría de los estudiantes de UVA disfrutan de sus vacaciones de Navidad hasta la segunda semana de enero, aproximadamente 460 estudiantes regresaron el 2 de enero para participar en el “semestre de enero”.  El corto semestre duró solo 8 días este año. Los estudiantes asistieron a la clase 5 horas diarias además de las tareas afuera de la clase.  
 

Por segundo año consecutivo, Patricia Reagan, estudiante del doctorado en el Departamento de Español realizó un curso de enero titulado “Hispanos / Latinos en los Estados Unidos”.  Los estudiantes se enfocaron en varios temas en el curso desde una perspectiva antropológica, sociológica, y filosófica. Algunos temas estudiados incluyeron la inmigración, la política y el debate de la inmigración, los problemas que enfrentan los jornaleros, asuntos legales, la recepción de inmigrantes en los Estados Unidos y estudios de la frontera entre México y los Estados Unidos.  Además estudiaron la asimilación, los cambios de lenguaje, educación y otros tópicos de cambios entre generaciones de inmigrantes con artículos, literatura, películas y música.  
Debido a la forma diferente del semestre de enero, los estudiantes pudieron participar en actividades especiales; en el caso de esta clase tuvieron varias charlas, por ejemplo con el profesor de UVA Milton Vickerman, sobre la inmigración, con Peter Loach, de Piedmont Housing Alliance y Creciendo Juntos, sobre la agencia Creciendo Juntos, con Linda Hemby de Departmento de Servicios Sociales del Condado de Albemarle y Creciendo Juntos sobre Southwood (una comunidad de casas de remolque), y con Tim Freilich, un abogado de Legal Aid sobre problemas legales de los inmigrantes.  Además. tuvieron contacto directo con la comunidad de latinos aquí en Charlottesville. Los estudiantes visitaron United Way y almorzaron con Marta Trujillo, participaron en una reunión de Creciendo Juntos, y hicieron 3 proyectos de servicio.  
El primer proyecto se trataba del derecho legal a un intérprete en todas las agencias que reciben fondos federales.  Por  segundo año seguido los estudiantes llamaron a 28 agencias para averiguar si cumplen con la ley.  Más detalles del reporte saldrán en un par de semanas.  
El segundo proyecto se hizo con las Girl Scouts, un grupo específicamente para niñas que promueve valores de familia, creencia en Dios además de valor propio.  El grupo entregó folletos de información de las Girl Scouts afuera de la tienda La Guadalupana en Charlottesville y después de la misa en la Iglesia de la Incarnación.  Las Girl Scouts promueven la diversidad y les gustaría aumentar la matriculación de chicas hispanas para participar en sus clubes y también busca líderes de la diverssidad.  
 

Finalmente, este sábado el 12 de enero los estudiantes participaron en su segundo año de un evento para promover la lectura en español con los niños en la comunidad de Southwood donde viven cientos de latinos.  Fueron a cada trailer el jueves para anunciar el evento. El sábado 9, niños llegaron a leer cuentos, dibujar y comer con los estudiantes.  Cada niño llevó dos libros de regalo por su participación.  Si desea más información por favor llame a Patricia Reagan al (434)760-0236. 

 

