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Boys and Girls Club and Community Center almost complete. Thanks for the help from the County!

Habitat knew before purchasing that there were many issues related to deferred maintenance. Since purchasing in March of 2007, we have spent more than $300,000 on sewer and water repairs, upgrades and maintenance. The job is not done, but the work so far has reduced the number of maintenance emergencies and has remedied the worst leaks and pollution risks. Over the next 9-10 months, we will be gradually upgrading electrical boxes at the trailers one by one at Habitat’s expense.

We had a large community clean up day. More than 52 dumpsters full of refuse were hauled away. Thanks for the help from the County! More than 100 Southwood residents participated in planning, clean up and follow up, as well as more than 100 volunteers from outside Southwood.

The Albemarle Police have made several drug-related arrests at Southwood, for which the Southwood residents and Habitat are grateful. Habitat has terminated the leases for trailers involved in illegal activity. 

A meeting between the Police and some Southwood residents has been scheduled.

Habitat has paid to haul away several abandoned trailers that were attractive nuisances.

More than 95% of park residents are making their rent payments on time.

Habitat and the staff of Bruce R. Wardell Architects have begun a study of best practices in mixed income neighborhoods across the U.S. BRW Architects has produced a book of research and we have already scouted two mixed income neighborhoods in Louisville, Ken. In September, we will be scouting mixed income neighborhoods in Seattle, Portland, Boulder, Norfolk, Portsmouth and Richmond. A larger study committee will be making site visits this winter, probably starting with Seattle and Portland.

Thanks for all the help!

Yours, Overton McGehee
omcgehee@cvillehabitat.org
