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Thanks go out to the more than 150 Building Goodness Foundation volunteers and 250-plus Darden School students who came together on April 4 for Building Goodness in April.

BGiA is a very special partnership between the foundation and the University of Virginia’s Darden School of Bus-iness. Each year in April, BGF and Darden volunteers spend a day rebuilding and rehabilitating the homes of low-income, elderly and disabled area residents so they can continue to live in warmth, safety and independence. 

On April 4, BGiA crews renovated nine local homes. On one house BGF volunteers replaced all of the gutters and storm windows, built out the ramp in front of the home and added hand rails so that the homeowners could more easily enter and exit their home. They replaced all of the carpet, put in a new kitchen counter and sink, and widened the door to the bathroom to allow wheelchair entry. The student volunteers assisted the construction team by cleaning out the basement area, repainting the living room and hallway, as well as painting the master bedroom. 

On another house BGF volunteers put in 11 hours of work rebuilding a back porch, fire escape and front stoop. Darden volunteers scraped and repainted large sections of the house’s eves. Almost an entire Dumpster’s worth of vines, weeds, trees and bushes was removed from the yard, opening the house to light and giving the owners room for a new garden. 

The highlight of this year’s Building Goodness in April was at Southwood Mobile Home Park, Charlottesville, where volunteers constructed a new playground.

Southwood was opened in the mid-1970s and contains some 360 trailers. The number of residents is unknown; many estimate 1,500. All residents are low-income; more than half are Spanish-speaking Mexicans, Salvadorans and Hondurans. 

This new playground will provide a much needed safe, clean recreation area for the community’s children.

The collaboration between Building Goodness Foundation and the Darden School students is an exceptional example of the power of partnerships to make good things happen. Thanks again to all who participated. 
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