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I would like to thank The Daily Progress for continuing to cover affordable housing issues in the area (“Housing plan faces questions,” Feb. 21). At Habitat for Humanity of Greater Charlottesville, we see the availability of a simple, decent place to live as a basic human right. Coverage continues to remind us all of the challenges faced by so many families in our community.
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When we purchased the Southwood Mobile Home Park in 2006, we became the largest private provider of affordable home rentals in the area. It was a bold, but necessary, move. Had we not stepped in, Southwood probably would have been sold to a private, for-profit developer. The result, most likely, would have been the displacement of 351 families.

We take our responsibility to the residents of Southwood very seriously. Not only have we committed to immediate improvement of the living conditions of current residents, but we have embarked on a long-range mission to transform the neighborhood, to help build a healthy mixed-income, mixed-use community.

In the short term, this responsibility has inspired us to make numerous investments at Southwood, including more than $300,000 in sewer, water and electricity improvements. Additionally, we have maintained pad rental fees without an increase, hired a full-time on-site management team to serve residents and worked with the Boys & Girls Club to complete a $400,000 community center renovation. We are proud that Southwood children and families now enjoy a wonderful, healthy place to play and meet.

In the long term, we believe that our terrific donor and volunteer base will help us maximize this incredible opportunity to preserve and expand the area’s affordable housing stock. Our new paradigm calls for us to help rebuild Southwood from the ground up, to work in tandem with residents to plan and develop a sustainable mix of housing options across the economic spectrum. Our goal is to do all we can to include new, safe and healthy affordable housing options for current residents. 

The task will not be easy. Yet our success at Southwood is vital to improving the overall health of our entire community, especially given the uncertainties of today’s economy. Working together, every one chipping in (through financial support, volunteerism and sweat equity, etc.), we can create a beautiful, sustainable community for both current and future residents. It was a bold, but necessary, move. Had we not stepped in, Southwood probably would have been sold to a private, for-profit developer. The result, most likely, would have been the displacement of 351 families.
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