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Speaking for myself as a member of the Board of Directors of Habitat for Humanity of Greater Charlottesville, I would like to thank The Daily Progress and reporter Brian McNeill for the report on one of the ways in which our new congressman, Tom Perriello, has been working to serve his constituents. The report highlighted how Rep. Perriello has been learning about the needs of the communities he represents and soliciting proposals that will both help meet long-standing needs and help stimulate the economy (“Future of electric cars? Earmark it,” April 26).

In particular, I commend Mr. Perriello for supporting Habitat for Humanity of Greater Charlottesville’s Trai-ler Park Transformation project. Habitat for Humanity has taken on the extremely ambitious task of turning long-neglected pockets of poverty into sustainable, durable mixed-income neighborhoods.

Habitat’s mission should be all of ours. It is unconscionable in this day and age that many people still live in substandard, unsafe and unhealthy housing.

By including Habitat on his list of potentially funded projects, Rep. Perriello has acknowledged that we all have a stake in solving the affordable housing crisis that continues to plague us even as the real estate bubble has burst. If Habitat for Humanity of Greater Charlottesville can successfully revitalize Sunrise mobile home park in Charlottesville and Southwood mobile home park in Albemarle County, it will provide hundreds of affordable rentals and opportunities for affordable home ownership for current and future residents. 

It will also galvanize the community, create jobs in construction and related commercial activity, help stabilize the local real estate market and demonstrate to the nation that neighborhoods such as these can be rebuilt sustainably and inclusively. 

This is a worthy effort that will require us all to work together. The majority of Habitat’s fundraising has always come from private donations. Even if Congress chooses to contribute toward the costs of the trailer park projects, this will still be the case. Habitat will still need government partnerships, generous gifts from donors, thousands of volunteers swinging hammers and, perhaps most importantly, partner families willing to earn hundreds of hours of sweat equity, 

take homebuyers’ education courses and assume an interest-free mortgage at a level they can afford. Yes, we can make this a national model of success.
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