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Dozens of students attending the University of Virginia’s Darden Graduate School of Business Administration grabbed shovels, paintbrushes and wheelbarrows on Saturday to make the Charlottesville area a better place to live.
About 200 Darden students and their families helped create two playgrounds and worked on seven Charlottesville and two Albemarle County homes during their annual event, Building Goodness in April. 

Members of the Darden community spent the day improving the homes of the region’s elderly, disabled and low-income families.
Tremain Wheatley, a first-year Darden graduate student and a student leader at the event, said the day gives students a chance to give back and get into the community.
“The first year at Darden is intense,” Wheatley said. “It’s easy to be stuck in a bubble. This just allows us to meet the community and escape that bubble.”
Business theory was nowhere to be found on Saturday as Darden students milled around the worksites, lending a hand where needed and working close to volunteer contractors.

About 150 volunteers helped create the Southwood Mobile Home Park playgrounds, an unusual project for the group because it normally takes on jobs at individual homes.
Although several trailers needed work in Southwood, Wheatley said the residents really wanted a place for younger children to play. Southwood has a Boys and Girls Club on site, but the activities only are available for children 8 years old and above.
“The really young kids were playing in the street,” said Nicki Allen, a first-year Darden graduate student and a house captain for the event.
Allen said Southwood’s community members were very involved in the process, attending meetings and clearing trash from the land where the parks would be built. A few residents lent their skills to building the playgrounds.
The sites now have slides and swings for children of different ages and benches for parents to sit on while they watch their little ones play.

Parker Garrett, a first-year graduate student with landscaping experience, spent Saturday guiding other volunteers on grounds work. He called the playgrounds “a catalyst for change” in Southwood.
“When you have a common space like this, it can become a thing for good or a thing for trash,” Garrett said. “It you make a space to congregate, it’s a space for the community.”

Darden students have spent a day working on local homes for about 20 years, although the planning process for the event takes all year.
With the help of community agencies, Wheatley said, Darden students identify homes with projects that can be done in one day.
The exception to that rule is the “Blue House,” a city home that Darden students have worked on for two years. Last year, the volunteers replaced the roof and worked on the kitchen and bathroom. This year, the students gave the home a fresh coat of paint and did other projects. 

“We realized that we could have a meaningful impact,” said Wheatley, addressing why the project was scheduled as a two-year event.
To raise enough money for the annual event, Wheatley said Darden holds three auctions. The event also has corporate funding, sponsorships and some money from the city’s 

Community Development Block Grant. Wheatley said the money is used to buy supplies. Other items, such as trash bins, were donated for the event.
Although the volunteer event has been around for years, Wheatley said the students struggle with getting enough projects to do. People can find out how to nominate projects or donate to them by visiting http://www.dardengoodness.org . 

