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Albemarle County Schools reached out to Southwood in an effort to get more parents involved in their kids' schoolwork.

View the televised report at http://www.nbc29.com/Global/story.asp?S=13000466 
Albemarle County Schools reached out to Southwood in an effort to get more parents involved in their kids' schoolwork.Tuesday, members of the Albemarle Schools Community Engagement team joined parents, students, principals and teachers at the Southwood Community Center. The goal was simple: to make parents part of the process, regardless of where they are from.

One of the programs that narrowly escaped major budget cuts last year is the Albemarle County Schools' community outreach team. Educators say its efforts are essential to keeping families and students who face a variety of challenges on track.

"In this country we expect families to be partners with the school system in the educational process," explained Community Engagement Manager Gloria Rockhold. "Some of the families that live in this neighborhood just don't have that as part of their culture."

They are fighting a language barrier that is keeping hundreds of families from being part of their kid's education. For a long time Alexis Alonzo's family was a no-show at Monticello High School's parent teacher conferences.

Alexis' mom does not speak English.

"My mom would always tell me, ‘I'm not going to your meetings, I'm not going to your school, I'm not going to talk to your guidance councilor when you sign up for your classes,'" recalled Alonzo, whose family lives in Southwood.

For hundreds of families in Albemarle, it is a hurdle that is keeping them from becoming a part of their kid's education.

"It is important for them to know that there is someone they can count on and translate for them and know how their student is doing in school," said Alonzo.

Rockhold is working one-on-one with families in Southwood. She is serving as a social worker and translator for the county schools.

"We're here to make the bridges," said Rockhold. "To make it simpler for the families to engage and to create models that might be replicable throughout the county."

It is a resource that has dramatically changed the way Alonzo, who will be a junior at Monticello High School this year, and her mom look at her education. Alonzo is hoping to be the first in her family to go to college and is crediting the outreach team for helping to make that goal within her reach.

