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Boys and Girls Club One Step Closer

NBC29, Apr 08, 2008 

http://www.nbc29.com/Global/story.asp?S=8136222
A new Boys and Girls Club is one step closer to becoming reality in Albemarle County. The county's planning commission approved site plans for a bigger and better club in Southwood Tuesday night.

It would include community and game rooms, an education and technology center, Habitat for Humanity offices, and a fenced in sport-court.

"There's a lot of people a lot of youth in this community that have untapped potential, but a lot of the economic and societal circumstances hold them back," said Timothy Sinatra,  executive director of the Boys and Girls Club of Charlottesville/Albemarle. "This is going to be really a catalyst for the people in this community to become a neighborhood of choice."

Tucked behind the Covenant School off Fifth Street, the 700 trailers there may be the most concentrated bit of poverty anywhere in the county.

The Boys and Girls Club at Southwood is the place children in the Southwood community in Albemarle County go when there's no place else to go. But the place is so crowded that kids are literally jumping over each other just to get around the cramped space.  "There's only room for really 25 kids and we'll have up to 40 or 50 kids a day," said Boys and Girls Club Executive Director Timothy Sinatra. 

With the site plans approved, they'll now go before the Albemarle County Board of Supervisors on May 14.

Reported by Annie Scholz
