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Monticello High School Students Take Giving Outside the Classroom

http://www.nbc29.com/Global/story.asp?S=9393981
NBC29,  Dec 09, 2008 

Families in the Southwood mobile home park in Albemarle County, who otherwise may not have had Thanksgiving dinner, are going to have a feast Thursday. For the 10th year in a row, Monticello students are donating food and clothes for families in need.

Students packed the activity bus Tuesday morning with turkeys, canned goods, apple cider and cooking supplies. The student body raised $1,600 to make the donations possible. "Although we don't know the names, it's especially important because they are our peers, and people at our school," said 11th grade student Erica Watson.

For one student, the experience of lending a hand is extra special. "For me, personally, it kind of hits close to home because I remember all through middle school my family had canned food drives, they gave us food and stuff," said 12th grade student Richard Aguiler.

Having been on the receiving side, Aguiler knows the impact of such a simple act of kindness. He said, "It made it seem like someone cared out there, especially in this school community."

This year, once the students had raised the funds, the shopping began. "They love to go to the Food Lion and go shopping and put everything together," said leadership teacher Katina Dudley.

"We wanted to make sure we got everything, spices and extra things," said Watson.

In addition to shopping, the students also decided to personalize the Thanksgiving packages, including a cook-book for the big meal. "We thought that would give them a home-style feel," said Aguiler.

Although the students aren't able to see the project through to the end due to confidentiality reasons, the man who makes the special deliveries always returns with stories of success. "The mother and father are smiling and they're very appreciative and they thank you 10 times going in and out the door," said social services worker Joe Weaver.

In addition to Southwood, the group delivered food to seven families in the Monticello High School area earlier this week.
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