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Southwood resident survey reveals neighborhood’s wants 
Habitat for Humanity plans to redevelop the Southwood Mobile Home Park, where it recently conducted a survey of residents. Income hovers around $1,624 a month per trailer, according to the results.

By Ted Strong tstrong@dailyprogress.com
Published: February 11, 2010 
http://www2.dailyprogress.com/cdp/news/local/article/southwood_resident_survey_reveals_neighborhoods_wants/52151/  
The residents of Southwood Mobile Home Park don’t like speeders or potholes. They worry about having jobs and dental care, and they want more streetlights, according to a Habitat for Humanity survey.

“It’s stuff that could be in any neighborhood in Charlottesville or Albemarle,” said Saphira Baker as she presented the survey’s results Thursday to Creciendo Juntos, a local nonprofit Hispanic advocacy group. Baker’s consulting firm performed the survey.

The survey of the park — which Habitat plans to redevelop to provide a mix of affordable housing — found that there are about 1,229 residents, for an average of about 3 1/2 people per trailer, according to the consultant.

The majority of residents are Hispanic, and many are young, she said. Residents make an average of $1,624 per month, per trailer, according to Baker.

Dan Rosensweig, executive director of Habitat for Humanity of Greater Charlottesville, said the survey was funded by an anonymous foundation after Habitat applied for a grant to hire a social services coordinator for the park.

Instead, the foundation funded the survey, then invited Habitat to reapply for the grant, he said.

Rosensweig said the group thinks the redevelopment project is key, as there are 750 people waiting for local public housing.

“We’re trying to break the logjam a little bit,” he said.

The Southwood project isn’t first in line and will be large and complicated, so it won’t see any construction until at least 2013, he said.

One event participant asked if illegal immigrants would be able to own homes once Habitat redevelops the site.

Rosensweig said the group doesn’t screen renters for immigration status. Some homes are built with funding from outside sources that precludes illegal immigrants buying them, he said. 

Currently, the group’s local board of directors prevents the group from selling to any illegal immigrants, but could change that if it wished, he said.

============================

Southwood Residents Voice Community Concerns 

Members of the Southwood mobile community voiced concerns to its owner, Habitat for Humanity, at a meeting Thursday. Residents are asking for more street lights, better crime patrol and control of speeders on their streets.

Posted: 2:20 PM Feb 11, 2010
Reporter: Stephanie Satchell
Channel 19 Newsplex
Email Address: stephanie.satchell@newsplex.com 

View video at http://www.newsplex.com/home/headlines/84140037.html 
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Southwood residents have spoken out about concerns in their neighborhood, and now the director of the mobile home park is assuring the community that conditions will improve.

Habitat for Humanity took over operations of the Southwood Mobile Home Park three years ago. Since then, changes have been made, and they brought in a consultant to get feedback from residents.

Now, Habitat's director is responding to the residents' concerns.

At Thursday's meeting, consultant Saphira Baker read through a long list of concerns from Southwood residents. They told her they were worried about the lack of street lights, speeding and crime in their neighborhood.

"We're doing a lot of them," Habitat director Dan Rosensweig said. "We've had a long history with the Albemarle County Police, and we think that Southwood is already measurably safer than it was three years ago when we bought the property."

A rape case and a murder at a nearby trailer park recently 
has many residents like Ramirro Baqcuz on edge. He said he worries about his family's safety and hopes Habitat quickly addresses his concern.

"Because I have brothers and they can't go outside in the dark," Baqcuz said. "It's pretty dark. We don't have lights on the streets -- and speeding, some of the people speeding a lot."

Habitat said it's already working on some of the safety issues, and they have many more plans to improve the community.

"What happens next, we submit a grant for a social services coordinator that will help us pull together all the abundant resources that are available in the community so that we can work as one toward the betterment of the community of Southwood," Rosensweig said.

Overall, residents said their neighborhood has gotten better since Habitat took over, but they'd like to see even more progress.

The event was sponsored by the group Creciendo Juntos which hosts similar forums on a monthly basis.
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Southwood Community Presents A Voice For Change

Reported by Tracy Clemons tclemons@nbc29.com 
Posted: Feb 11, 2010 3:46 PM EST 
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View video at  http://www.nbc29.com/global/story.asp?s=11971886 
There were big plans for the Southwood mobile home community in Albemarle County when Habitat for Humanity bought it in 2007. Changes, however, have been few, but the community is speaking out about what they'd like to see. 

People who live in Southwood filled out a survey last year about what they wanted to see, and that was the topic of discussion in Albemarle Thursday. Since buying Southwood in 2007, habitat for humanity has made a few improvements, and the survey says people like them. 

Saphira Baker works for Communitas Consulting. Baker says, "People had really noticed the infrastructure improvements that habitat for humanity of greater Charlottesville had put in place. The playgrounds, a lot of support for that, and the community garden. 

Communitas Consulting is the group that did the survey. Baker says safety was a big concern. "Speeding. That was a big issue. Street lighting and sidewalks, sort of safe streets for their children to walk to the boys and girls club or to their neighbor's house."  

Habitat's executive director Dan Rosensweig, says they're doing all they can to improve daily life in Southwood as they prep for redevelopment, but there are challenges. "We need to make sure that the community is safe, that it's a good place to live in the short and medium term, and that it also is not so full of brand new infrastructure that you don't want to tear it up for redevelopment." 

That redevelopment will take some time. Rosensweig says, "It doesn't seem very likely that we would even get to, under any circumstances that we would get to Southwood prior to 2013." 

In the meantime, people say habitat can do more by bringing in someone who can help get them to services they need. Saphira Baker says, "That person we recommended be bilingual because of the 60 percent who are there who are Latino and the remaining who are English speaking." 

Survey takers were also asked about recreational opportunities. While they're pleased with the boys and girls club and the playgrounds, they also would like an outdoor pool, walking and biking trails, and more green space.

