Man sentenced to prison for scuffle over love triangle
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Tension between two men, one of whom is involved with the other’s wife, erupted into a fight July 31 that ended in head injuries for one of them.
Alfonso Bernardo Ochoa, 23, pleaded guilty Tuesday in Albemarle County Circuit Court to unlawful wounding as part of a plea agreement. Circuit Judge Paul M. Peatross Jr. gave Ochoa an active sentence of one year in prison and ordered him to pay restitution for his victim’s medical bills.

Darby Lowe, deputy commonwealth’s attorney, said in court that Ochoa and 27-year-old Eduardo Mendez had been having arguments with one another prior to the incident. On the day of the incident, Ochoa and another man were driving in a truck and Mendez was driving a car in the Southwood trailer park. Lowe said in court that the men started to follow each other’s vehicles and ended up parking.

“They decided to have a discussion about Mr. Mendez’s wife and children,” Lowe said in court.

The prosecutor said in court that Mendez threw a rock at Ochoa’s truck, and the men began to curse at one another. Mendez hit Ochoa in the face with a tree branch that left a mark on his face, Lowe said in court, and Ochoa responded by hitting Mendez in the head several times with a pipe.

“It can be argued that Mr. Mendez started it and my client finished it,” said defense attorney André Hakes in court.
Police have said Mendez received significant head injuries as a result of the fight. Hakes said in court that the University of Virginia Medical Center estimates it costs about $30,000 for Mendez’s treatment, an expense that may have already been written off.
Peatross sentenced Ochoa to five years in prison, but suspended four years on condition of four years of good behavior and a year of supervised probation. Hakes said in court that her client is likely to be deported after serving his sentence.
If Ochoa gets out of jail and isn’t deported, he will have to stay away from Mendez and avoid violent or harmful contact with the victim’s property. Hakes said in court that Ochoa still is seeing Mendez’s wife, and Ochoa wouldn’t want to violate the court’s conditions if the woman gave him a ride in a vehicle whose ownership she shares with Mendez.

