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Recognizing the importance of the church in Latino culture, and hoping to mobilize churches to become more active in serving the Latino community, Linda Hemby, CJ Executive Committee Member, has been networking since 2007 with area faith based agencies, those with and without significant Latino members.

For faith based agencies with little or no experience in the Latino community, Hemby has suggested:  mentoring programs, using non-Latino, English speaking church members to mentor Latinos and other Limited English Proficiency (LEP) adults and children; English classes; and participation in CJ plenaries and help fairs.  

Faith based groups working with Latinos have been encouraged to participate in CJ plenaries and help fairs, to partner with government and/or community organizations to strengthen ongoing initiatives serving Latinos or to facilitate new ones, and to mobilize a unified faith based initiative promoting solutions to a specific problem faced by area Latinos.  
Some of the faith based initiatives contacted include:
	Groups with little/no experience in the Latino community

Trinity Presbyterian:  Joe Magri (2009-present), Wade Bradshaw & Katie Pencock (2007-08)
IMPACT:  Brian Plum  (2008-present), Angela Vanderhoof (2007-08)
Alliance for Interfaith Ministries: Drene DeGood    (2008-09)
First United Methodist Church: David Abarca (2008)
Love, Inc:  Susan Shellito (2007-08)
Sojourners:  Betty Bruback  (2007)

	Groups working with Latinos or that have Latino congregations
Palabra de Fe/Word of Faith church:  Rich Hubbard (2007-present)

Casa del Padre church:  Hazael Garay (2007-present)
Abundant Life Ministries:  Sam Levy (2007-08), Clair Moore (2008-present)

Hope Community Center:  Joshua Bare (2009)

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints:   Catalina Garcia (2009)
Incarnation church:  Edwin Montanez & Fannie Smedley (2007-08), Laura Brown (2009)
Iglesia Canaan church:  D’Andry Then  (2007)


Some specific outcomes include:

The development and maintenance of an online directory of all area churches with significant Latino populations and faith based groups interested in Latinos (2007-present).  http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html#churches

Palabra de Fe’s participation in a unique Latina Mom’s parenting and ESL initiative in partnership with Albemarle Public Schools ESL Program, Albemarle Social Services Bright Stars, and Arc of the Piedmont’s Infant Development Project (2007-present).

CJ presentation about the local Latino population and resources to help them at the January 2009 meeting of the Alliance for Interfaith Ministries.

IMPACT’s outreach to Latino congregations and work with them.  (2008-present)

Collaboration of Nuevas Raíces in publishing articles about Latino focused faith based initiatives.  (2008-present)

Facilitated bilingual volunteers to help Sam Levy provide Abundant Life Ministries activities at two Blue Ridge Commons (2007, 2008).  
Provided contacts to Daniel Bannister when he came to Cville to begin his new church Iglesia Fuente de Vida (2007).

Participation of four churches with Latino members (Incarnation, Casa del Padre, Iglesia Canaan, Palabra de Fe) and to two churches without (Trinity Presbyterian and Sojourner’s) at the Southwood Hispanic Heritage Help Fair (2007).
Also as a result of the CJ Faith Based Networking Initiative, churches are more frequently attending CJ meetings and events.  

Some very commendable initiatives have developed since CJ began to network with faith based groups:

IMPACT:  has developed a strong relationship with several Latino congregations and received funding to hire a part-time organizer to work with them (Veronica Varagas Pina); with the help of Incarnation and St. Thomas churches, sponsored three Spanish language listening sessions in October 2009 to identify the most important problems of the Latino population; and at its October 2009 annual assembly, attended by 600 people from 33 local congregations, language access was voted as the group’s new advocacy issue.
Palabra de Fe:  was the site of the 2008 and 2009 CJ Help Fair, each one which drew some 200 Latinos.

Daniel Bannister, Iglesia Fuente de Vida, is a CJ Executive Committee member and has supported the CJ Faith Based Initiative.
Trinity Presbyterian: has been offering English classes to Latinos.

Most recently, CJ Faith Based Initiatives work group activities include:
Assisting IMPACT with the preparation of information to promote Language Access as its new advocacy issue during IMPACT’s annual assembly in October 2009.

Disseminating information about Trinity Presbyterian Church’s English classes:  at CJ plenaries; in the Albemarle County Building waiting room; in the Bubbles Laundrymat.

Organizing the January 2010 CJ plenary, “Latino Problems According to Local Faith Based Initiatives Serving Them”, with the assistance of IMPACT and Daniel Bannister (Iglesia Fuente de Vida).

Promoting support of Cville Fire Department’s Latino outreach interests:  by preparing an extensive article on its annual Posada and having it published in Nuevas Raíces; by networking with churches that can partner with Fire Corps, the department’s outreach mechanism, to help promote fire safety initiatives in Cville city; by recruiting several faith based advocates - Claire Moore (Abundant Life Ministries), Joe Magri (Trinity Presbyterian) and Hazael Garay (Casa del Padre), and Daniel Bannister (Iglesia Fuente de Vida) - which will attend Fire Corps November meeting to explore such projects.
Future plans include turning the work group over to a new coordinator, perhaps Daniel Bannister.
