Creciendo Juntos Communications Group (CG)

March 23, 2006

Place:  Piedmont Council of the Arts

Attendees:  Lucianna Bernardo, Nancy Brockman, Peter Loach, June Jenkins Smith, Diane Taylor, Carlos Teran, Anne Ternes

Logo The Executive Committee requested that the CG assist in the design of a logo for Creciendo Juntos that can be used on the web site, for events etc.   The goal is a design that looks professional and can be effective in both color and black and white.  Volunteers with graphic arts skills would be ideal and June agreed to contact a person in Commission on Children and Families (CCF) for advice.  If this contact does not prosper then Lucianna will consult her tutor.  

Web site www.cj.network.org is in draft.  Once it is accessible it should be reviewed for accuracy and then the translation task will begin.  Since this will involve considerable work it is likely that a number of people will be involved.  June offered to contact native Spanish speaking people in the school system that serve as web masters to explore their possible collaboration. 

Carlos cautioned that the internet is not always the best format to reach the Spanish speaking population.  The Nuevas Raices web page received few hits in the initial months; however, over the course of a year, it increased to 600-800 hits weekly.

The need for an internet distribution list was discussed to make it easier to broadcast useful information to the CJ and others concerned with Latino affairs.  This would be for a broader audience than the current list serve. 

Translation    The Zona Latina television program has identified translators for the program segments after a vigorous effort.  Carlos and Diane went to the UVA language department and the Latin American Studies department to locate people.

CJ needs to put together a list of people who can translate for different purposes.  The list would be annotated with people’s self identification of what kinds of vocabularies they have a command of (e.g. legal, medical, normal conversation) and the situations in which they are comfortable translating (e.g. written word, one on one, small or large group, formal or informal).  A sign up list will be circulated at the next meeting and will be for CJ member use only. 

Zona Latina   Among its program plans, Zona Latina is designing two recurring segments, “Did You Know” and “Friends of the Community”.  The first is a short piece that will present a fact of interest to the Latino community and will include links to websites or other information sources for members of the audience that want to pursue the topic.  “Friends of the Community” will acknowledge the contributions of Latinos and others in the community to improving the lives of others through their professional or volunteer work.

Committee members made several suggestions for programming consideration: acquainting the public with activities in the arts and a link with the PCA website;

providing a venue on the ZL and the website for people to relate their “stories”. 

Burley Redistricting   June reported that on April 12th at 6:00p.m. Albemarle Co.  Schools are hosting the Latino parents of the children who will be changing to Burley next year due to redistricting.  The objectives are to introduce the school staff, make the parents and children welcome in the school, provide the parents with information about rights and responsibilities, and answer questions.  A table with Spanish language materials will be set out and agencies that have material that could be shared should contact June.  Copies of the “Guia de Servicios Comunitarios …” compiled by Cheryl Ribando will be made available. 

Festival of Cultures    Nancy recommended the C’Ville Festival of Cultures on May 14th in Lee Park.  This is an opportunity for people to demonstrate the crafts, music, dance, stories and arts of their native countries.  Peter suggested that CJ consider organizing a Latino Arts exhibit of painting, sculpture, and other mediums. 

Next Communications meeting:  April 27th, 9:30 a.m., PCA offices.
