Creciendo Juntos – Working Together
Human Services Working Group Meeting Notes
Thursday, February 28, 2008, 1 – 2:30 pm, United Way – High Street
Notes prepared by Rhonda Miska

Present:  Rhonda Miska (Church of the Incarnation), Gloria Rockhold (Albemarle County Public Schools), Nicole Jackson (City Social Services), Janet Muse (Blue Ridge Care Connections for Children), Martha Trujillo (United Way).

Announcements:  We welcomed Nicole Jackson to her first working group meeting.  She is the sole Spanish speaker at Charlottesville Social Services.  

Gloria shared that there is a new U visa available for crime victims that can lead to permanent residency for a victim and family members.  Doug Ford at the Immigration Clinic has more information.

Martha shared that the Strengthening Families program has gone from eleven to four families, often because the men in the home are not supportive of the program and want their partners to be home when they get home from work. 

Rhonda expressed that she continues to have interest in the idea of forming a Spanish-language women’s group to provide women with a chance to build relationship and get out of their homes.  The Women’s Initiative which opened several months ago and has an office near Martha Jefferson Hospital, is willing to provide both space and consulting for such a group.  Gloria said she is helping to form a Southwood Community Association. 

Housing Plenary:  At previous meetings it had been decided that the next Human Services working group plenary would be about housing issues and the Latino community.  The group decided the plenary should include a 15 minute presentation on Fair Housing Law by Loretta White from PHA, followed by a 15 minute presentation by Shelley Murphy from PHA on home ownership initiatives focusing on Latinos, and finally a 25 minute presentation by Jon Conover and Brenda Castanaga from Legal Aid Justice Center on issues Latino renters face.  Since most common concerns tend to be related to renters (discrimination, landlords not wanting to have a lease if they are renting to the undocumented, etc), we want to give more time to that topic.

No one in the group was sure of the May plenary date, after the next Creciendo Juntos Executive Committee, the working group members will decide by email if the plenary should be in May or at a later date. Rhonda noted that she will be out for two weeks May, and so may not be able to be involved with hosting the plenary. Gloria stated that she could help with logistics of the plenary, depending on the date in May that is scheduled.  

Agency Staff Training:  Many who attended the February plenary expressed interest in more training for agency staff that serve, or would like to serve, local Latinos.  Martha presented a proposal for educational workshops.  


April – Latino Perspectives on Education


May – Latino Perspectives on Health


June – Latino Perspectives on Government

Each workshop would last 1 ½ hour and would be held by United Way.  After evaluating the first series of workshops, topics may be repeated in fall/winter 2008 or substituted with other topics such as religion, family, work.  The group suggested we also include a workshop on the realities of undocumented migration and the experiences of undocumented immigrants in entering the United States.  The goal of the workshops would be to uncover unspoken assumptions and better equip service providers to meet the needs of local Latinos.  Those who attend all of the workshops could receive a certificate from Creciendo Juntos stating they have completed the series of trainings.

Next meeting:  Thursday, April 17, 1-2:30, United Way 

