Creciendo Juntos – Working Together
Human Services Working Group Meeting Notes
Thursday, April 17, 2008, 1 – 2:30 pm, United Way – High Street
Notes by Rhonda Miska

Present: Martha Trujillo, Jon Nafziger, Rhonda Miska, Gloria Rockhold

Trainings:  Martha and Jon gave an update on the three cultural trainings that are being offered this spring.  So far, five people have registered for the health training, five for the education training, and seven for the government training.  The workshops have been promoted through the Creciendo Juntos website and alert, as well as through invitations to individuals/groups that we thought would be interested.  There will be a last-minute reminder invite to United Way-funded agency directors encouraging them to sign up if they haven’t already.  It was recommended that there be an exit evaluation for each of the workshops, as well as a chance for workshop attendees to recommend next steps or other trainings that would be helpful.

Plenary:  The Human Services working group will host the plenary on June 12.  It will focus on housing issues, with speakers from Legal Aid Justice Center and the Piedmont Housing Alliance.  Martha will invite the speakers and encourage them to bring handouts/literature for the back table to the plenary.  Once the speakers are confirmed, Rhonda will make a flyer for the plenary which can be posted at agencies and on the Creciendo Juntos website.  Janet was not present at the meeting – we discussed asking Janet to bring coffee and sweet bread as refreshments.  Martha will set out the nametags.  Rhonda will facilitate the plenary, give the welcome, introduce the speakers and make sure we stay on time.  Jon will help with promotion – the announcement will go out in the United Way Information and Referral bulletin, and Jon will also contact the director of the Charlottesville/Albemarle Association of Realtors, as well as City and County who may be interested.  Nila will not be present at the plenary but said that she could help with preparation leading up to that day.  

Other announcements:  Gloria shared that the development of a Southwood Neighborhood Association is coming along well.  Gloria is collaborating with Boys and Girls Club, Habitat for Humanity, and Southwood residents in this effort.

Rhonda shared the dates that she will be in Boston for graduate classes this summer:  June 22-August 2, 2008.

Next meeting:  The working group will meet next on Thursday, June 5 at 1 pm in the United Way conference room.  The meeting will include a discussion of the training, confirmation of logistics for the plenary, and looking ahead to setting dates for working activities for the next year.

