Creciendo Juntos – Working Together
Human Services Working Group Meeting Notes
Friday, August 22, 2008, 1 – 2:30 pm, Cville Coffee
Notes by Rhonda Miska

Present:  Rhonda Miska, Jon Nafziger, Sue Moffett

Help Fair 2008:  Several service providers have expressed interest in having the 2008 Help Fair at Word of Faith Church instead of Incarnation.  By telephone, Martha informed us that the space is adequate and that there are about 100 Latinos attending services each Sunday.  The location is central and known to local Latinos due to its proximity to Albemarle High School.  Having at it at a new location makes it more likely to interface with Latinos who have not been to a Help Fair before and who are not familiar with local service providers.  Martha will follow up with Pastor Rich Hubbard and Dilcia Colindres about setting a date for the Help Fair there.
Sue shared that there is an Americorps volunteer, Jenny Simmons, who is at Social Services 40 hours a week for the next eight weeks.  While she is not a Spanish-speaker, she could help in organizing the Help Fair.

It was recommended that State Farm be invited to participate again.  Rhonda had a conversation with a State Farm employee last week that expressed interest, and will be in touch with her about participating again.
Rhonda will not be able to be involved in the planning of the 2008 Help Fair, both because it is being held at another church besides Incarnation, as well as because she will be leaving Incarnation this fall after four years.  While she has not set a last day yet, it will most likely be at some point in October.  

Jon commented on the possibility of raising awareness of local service providers at soccer games, and has talked with Roger Gonzalez, a soccer organizer about it.  While it does not seem feasible to try to organize a large event at a soccer game, Martha will probably attend several Sunday afternoon games to promote the United Way bilingual Information and Referral service and raise awareness of services that can be provided to Latinos in the area.  

The three Cultural Sensitivity Trainings that were held in the spring were overall successes with 8-12 people attending each one.  Jon will follow up with workshop presenters to see if they are willing to repeat the workshops and then promote them to see if there are more attendees.

Since there are already plans for plenaries through December 2008, the group will discuss hosting a future plenary at later meeting.

Community Services Working Group Leader:  Martha Trujillo, with the support of other working group members, assumed leadership of the Community Services Working Group.

