Creciendo Juntos – Working Together
Human Services Working Group Meeting Notes
Thursday, June 5,2008, 1 – 2:30 pm, United Way – High Street

Notes by Rhonda Miska

Present:  Nicole Jackson (Charlottesville Social Services), Janet Muse (Blue Ridge Care Connections), Martha Trujillo (United Way), Jon Nafziger (United Way), Nila Saliba (UVa Cancer Center), Rhonda Miska (Church of the Incarnation

June 12 Plenary on Housing:  Everything is in place for next Thursday’s plenary on Latinos and housing.  Rhonda announced that another speaker had been added, Aracely Panameno, who will be coming down from Northern Virginia from the Center for Fair Lending and will be addressing Latinos and predatory lending.  Jo Olson will provide refreshments for the meeting.  Martha, Rhonda and Janet will all arrive by 9:15 to ensure that room set up is correct and the screen is ready for use.  Martha will arrange the nametags and sign in sheet.   Rhonda will make and copy the agendas.  Janet and Gloria will help out as needed the morning of the plenary.  Rhonda will introduce the speakers and facilitate question and answer time, and Janet will take notes.  Jo will be taking Aracely out to lunch after the plenary and those interested in speaking with her further and encouraged to contact Jo to be included in the lunch.

Update on Cultural Sensitivity Trainings:  Jon and Martha shared that about ten people attended each of the cultural sensitivity trainings offered at United Way this spring; one on health, and one on education.  The training on legal issues and government is scheduled for next week and there are 13-15 people registered.  Based on the evaluations, the trainings have been well-received.  While Jon felt that the information presented was somewhat basic, it was agreed that it is best not to assume people have knowledge of the topic.  Jon and Martha felt that an hour and a half was long enough to both provide information and allow for group discussion.

Rhonda announced that Marie Murray is leaving her position as the advocate for the Spanish-speaking community at the Shelter for Help in Emergency.  

2008 Help Fair:  Based on discussions at the Executive Committee meeting, Rhonda asked for input on how to make the 2008 Help Fair most successful.  Social workers from the City and the County both shared that they did not get applications submitted at last year’s help fair at Incarnation.  It was agreed that the working group wants to host a help fair, but is open to changing the location or date to maximize attendance and participation.  The Help Fair at Incarnation tends to be more successful in providing concrete services (such as the mobile clinics, or the free carseats) than in providing information.  Many people that regularly attend Incarnation may have already been to the help fair more than once so may not be as interested in attending.  Everyone agreed that entertainment, such as traditional dancing, helps to keep people at the event. Jon will follow up on the possibility of connecting a help fair to a soccer event, and Sue or Nicole will call Albemarle ESL to inquire about hosting a help fair in connection with their classes.  At the plenary we will ask for input from service providers about possible locations of the help fair.  

Next Steps:  After the final cultural sensitivity training, we will discuss possible follow-up from that series of trainings.  Following next week’s plenary, and depending on the questions people have, we will discuss follow-up from the plenary.

Next meeting will be held at 1 pm on Thursday, August 14 at United Way.

