Creciendo Juntos – Working Together
Human Services Working Group Meeting Notes
November 29, 2007, 1 – 2:30 pm, United Way – High Street
Notes prepared by Rhonda Miska
Present:  Nila Saliba, Jon Nafziger, Janet Muse, Rhonda Miska, Martha Trujillo

I - Analysis of 2007 Help Fair

Finances: Sponsors
State Farm Insurance:  $500

UVA Cancer Center:  $300

VHDA:  $300

Total income:  $1100

* several in kind donations for raffle prizes including toys/stuffed animals, books, gift certificates

* State Farm grant for $1500 to purchase carseats 

Expenses
Food from Baja Bean (chips and salsa, rice, beans, chicken):  $487.50

Beverages (purchased by United Way and reimbursed) $41

Food from Whole Foods (fruit and veggie platters):  $167.97

Donation to Incarnation to cover cost of space and materials: $300

Total expenses:  $996.47

Funds remaining:  $113.53

The remaining funds are in an account at the Church of the Incarnation.  It was decided funds will be used for a future CJ event.

Observations

Overall the event was a big success.  Having the carseats and people helping with inspection/installation went over very well.

Recommendations for next year
· have folkloric dancing or some other culturally appropriate entertainment for both the benefit of service providers and attendees

· Have more fruit, fewer veggies, and more juice boxes and bottled water

· Martha said she could make up the fruit platters next year to save money

· Use the vendor cards again for door prizes and put times when drawings will be done for door prizes so people will stick around for the drawings

· Better organization of Uva student volunteers so they (or someone) is around to help with take down and clean up at the end

II - Agency Staff training event

The working group organized two agency staff training events, both presentations by Marie Murray on basic introduction to Latino cultures.  The October 22 presentation had 12 people in attendance, and the Nov 12 presentation had 8 people in attendance.  Attendees came mostly from agencies who receive United Way funding, and were mostly people who don’t attend CJ plenaries, which was the target audience.  Overall the evaluations were very positive.  The group discussed future agency staff training events that could be focused on a specific element of culture.  Ideas proposed were: education, family relationships, religion, government, and health care.  It was also proposed that there be Mexican, Central American and South American perspectives represented to show the diversity of Latin American cultures.  Ivonne Lopez and Fanny Smedile were mentioned as possible presenters from South America.  Such events would be held in early spring of 2008, though specific dates or location of trainings were not proposed.  It was recommended that perhaps the trainings could be offered during a month when there was not a plenary meeting

III - Working group-sponsored plenary
The next plenary sponsored by this working group will focus on housing.  Possible angles include:
· PHA’s work with Latino first-time homebuyers

· Developments on the Southwood/Habitat for Humanity situation

· Update on affordable housing situation in general

· Looking at how legal status affects access to housing

· Legal rights of renters

· The work of VHDA with Latinos

· The importance of credit

It was decided that at the next Exec Com meeting Rhonda and Jon would ask Peter Loach (PHA) for feedback on which angle would be best for a plenary on housing

