Creciendo Juntos – Working Together

Education Work Group 

MINUTES

May 16, 2006

Present:  Edward Delarosa, Chris Dyer, Kim Rambow, Gloria Rockhold, June Smith, 

Chris Dyer opened with an update from the recent CJ Executive Meeting and reminded all that the next Plenary Meeting is May 25 at COB-South at 10:00 AM.  Work Groups are encouraged to focus on a specific purpose and goal which can be posted on the CJ website.  There is an open invitation for anyone to participate in the Education Work Group.  An announcement was made about Interpreter Training in Charlottesville for the fall.  More information is available on the Blue Ridge Area Health Education Center website http://www.brahec.jmu.edu/ .

Members were encouraged to familiarize themselves with the CJ website www.cj-network.org  to stay abreast of what other work groups are doing.  

Discussion focused on two questions. 

(1) What can we do to bring the greater audience to the table to discuss Hispanic/Latino (H/L) educational issues?  

An idea was initiated at Burley Middle School to have a H/L Parent Advisory.  This would provide a better understanding of the needs and concerns, as well as providing a forum for the parents to have a voice.  A two-prong approach would include talking with principals to discover their needs to connect with families and also talking with H/L families to discover their needs and issues as related to education.  The school component will be addressed by Chris requesting agenda items from the schools before each meeting.  The parent component will be addressed through making community connections and organizing discussion groups. Ed volunteered to take the lead with a neighborhood group that he had previously contacted.  In addition, ACPS will be hiring a part-time H/L coordinator to strengthen the school-community connection.  

(2) What can we do to encourage participation on the CJ Education Work Team outside of Albemarle County Schools personnel? 

Invitations will be issued to representatives of the H/L parent community, Charlottesville Schools, PVCC, and UVA to participate in a Think Tank Forum on June 14 at 1:00 PM at the COB/McIntire Room 320.  The goal for the 14 June meeting is to discuss common educational issues that the work team should address. We will also ask Peter to communicate this message on the web and during the Plenary on the 25th of May.  

