Overview 2005 - October 2008:  Summary of CJ faith based initiatives conducted 
by former CJ Executive Committee member Rhonda Miska
For more information contact: rhondacville@gmail.com
Rhonda Miska was one of CJ’s founding members, having attended its first meeting in May 2005, and participating as both a member of its first Executive Committee and as the coordinator of CJ’s Community Services Work Group.  Rhonda left CJ in October 2008.

During her time with CJ, Rhonda was the Social Justice Minister at Incarnation Church (2004 – 2008) where she was also active in ministries with its large (400+) Latino congregation.  She invested many hours and negotiating talents to help service providers and Latino advocates to access Incarnations’ Latino community and infrastructure.
Her first CJ effort was helping to organize a CJ focus group at the church in August 2005 to identify Latino problems. http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/focusgrouppet.html 

Rhonda also organized the CJ Annual Help Fair for three years (2005 – 2007) at the church, providing area service providers with outreach opportunities and Latinos with access to agencies offering health, education and legal assistance.  Health Fairs also included HIV testing, the presence of Rural Health Outreach Program, and mammograms for women.  
http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/cjhelpfair2005.html
http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/cjhelpfair2006.html 

http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/IncHelpFair07.doc
In 2007, Rhonda operated an information table, along with three other churches serving Latinos, at the CJ Southwood Help Fair.  http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/SouthwoodHelpFair.doc 

Also in 2007, Rhonda coordinated a work group to organized a “Know Your Rights” event at Incarnation church, during which 200 Latinos learned about legal rights from area immigration lawyers.  

http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/conozcan_tus_derechos.html
Rhonda networked with many CJ members, including the Shelter for Help in Emergency, Piedmont Housing Alliance, and the Legal Aid Justice Center, to help them identify and provide educational events in Spanish on various topics at the church.  
Rhonda also shared her knowledge of CJ service providers by publishing blurbs about their Latino oriented programs and other activities in Incarnation’s Spanish-language weekly bulletin and on the parish bulletin board.  
Among her many non-CJ Latino efforts, Rhonda also supported Incarnation in hosting a Spanish-language Alcoholics Anonymous, Hay una Solucion, which continues to function. Too, she was a key activist in the Immigrant Solidarity Network / Red de Solidaridad Imigrante, a group of immigrants and their supporters who, in response to the passing of the Sensenbrenner bill in the House of Representatives and the anti-immigrant resolution in Prince William County, met from 2006-2008 to discuss and take action on the issue, including mobilizing demonstrations locally and transporting activists to Washington for pro-immigrant rallies.  The network also worked to educate Spanish-speaking immigrants about local, state and national governmental systems and political and legislative practices. http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/HundredsAttendRallyCOB.doc 
http://www.cvillepodcast.com/2006/05/02/immigrant-rally/
http://www.c-ville.com/index.php?cat=141404064431134&ShowArticle_ID=1330905064666662
